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Jsraeli planes attack Hizbollah 

iATIYEH (R) — Israeli warplanes launched 1 1 
on suspected Hizbollah guerrilla bases in south 
non on Sunday, security sources said. Thev said 
jets fired at least 23 rockets in the sorties There 
i no word on casualties and Hizbollah in’ Beirut 
no comment on the attacks. Israeli warplanes 
d the raids by firing two rockets at mr U eisin the 
»Hah stronghold of Lowaizeh, east of the south- 

S pt»T of Sidun. Later, two Israeli warplanes fired 
.rockets on the hills of Iqlim Al Toulah. a strate^ 
bollah area 40 km south of the capital Beirut ^In 
*e third and fourth raids, two Israeli warplanes each 
time fired a total of four rockets on the same area Two 
warplanes flying over the hills fired one rocket in the 
fifth attack, while four rockets were fired bv two war- 
planes in the sixth. 
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Jordan welcomes 
Cook statement on sanctions 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan on Sunday welcomed a sciienKin 
made by British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook in which he said 
lhai the" UN. sanctions against Iraq could be lifted "in the fairly 
near future” if Iraqi President Saddam Hussein agreed to abide 
by any agreement mi ending the current crisis. LXtputy Prime 
Minister Jawad Anani said: “We welcome this stand and con- 
sider it a step in the right direction... this means that the continu- 
ous and relentless efforts which have been nude by His Majesty 
King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasan 
base eventually produced positive results,” Dr. Annum said. He 
said that Jordan would like to praise the efforts of Iraq and Mr. 
Annan for the positive approach to the crisis, their inieni to avert 
a damaging war that would devastate the whole region. Mr. 
Cook on Sunday told BBC Radio that “sanctions most certainly 
could be lifted if President Saddam carried out the agreement” 
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Annan brokers deal with Iraq 

J Albright says Washington would pursue own interests if unhappy with accord 

Agreement to be signed today 


BAGHDAD (R) — U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan ended talks with 
Deputy Prime Minister 
■fiireq Aziz on Sunday with 
an agreement on Iraq's dis- 
pute with the United 
Nations on weapons inspec- 
tions, an Iraqi source said. 

The source, who asked 
not to be named, said the 
agreement would be signed 
at the foreign ministry on 
Monday morning. As he 
spoke, ministry employees 
were preparing a large 
room for the ceremony. 

Mr. Annan left the’ min- 
istry with his aides, who 
looked smiling and relaxed, 
but U.N. officials could not 
immediately be reached for 
comment. 

"He [Annan J feels that 
what they came up with is 
within the parameters that 
he was given before he left 


New York" Mr. Annan’s 
spokesman Fred Eckhard 
said while the talks were in 
progress. 

"He consulted with all 
five permanent members of 
the [Security) Council," he 
said. "He didn’t read the 
text out to them. He con- 
sulted with them." 

A diplomat briefed on die 
talks said earlier that only a 
few details remained to be 
sorted out. 

"All the major issues have 
been resolved," he said. "A 
deal was reached with the 
president {Saddam Hus- 
sein]. They are just here to 
dean up the details." he 
said of .Mr. Annan’s evening 
talks with Mr. .Aziz, which 
began at about 8.10 p.m. 
local time. 

Asked if an agreement 
would be reached. Mr. 
Annan said as he arrived for 


the talks: "That's what 1 am 
going to find out. We are 
very close but we will know 
more after this meeting." 

Mr. Annan earlier held 
three hours of talks with the 
Iraqi president at Lhe 
Republican Palace. State 
television showed President 
Saddam in a dark suit greet- 
ing Mr. Annan and his 
aides. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
(JNA) quoted an authorised 
source as saying their meet- 
ing had been "positive” hut 
gave no details. 

"He | Annan) feds he is 
on the verge of a break- 
through." Mr. Eckhard told 
reporters afterwards. 

He said Mr. Annan's 
evening talks with Mr. Aziz 
would aim at reaching 
agreement on a U.N.-draft- 
ed document that the U.N. 
chief would then present to 


the Security Council. 

The diplomat who said all 
the major points had been 
resolved added that the 
main sticking point — 
Iraq's insistence on a time 
limit to any U.N. searches 
of eight "presidential sites” 
for prohibited weapons — 
hud been settled. 

"All the signs point to a 
relatively quick and easy 
finishing of the details 
tonight" he said. 

Iraq has previously said it 
supports a Russian proposal 
under which U.N. weapons 
teams could inspect the 
presidential sites over a 60- 
day period, provided they 
are accompanied by diplo- 
mats representing Security 
Council members. 

The United States and 
Britain have threatened to 
use force to compel Iraq to 
allow unfettered inspec- 


tions of the sites by the 
U.N. Special Commission 
tUNSCOM). charged with 
dismantling Baghdad's pro- 
hibited weapons, without 
any time limits. 

In Washington, a White 
House spokesman said the 
United Stales was awaiting 
details of the reported set- 
tlement. 

"Obviously we 'll need to 
wail and see the details 
before making any formal 
comment," spokesman Joe 
Lockhart said. "Any deal 
that meets our criteria of 
allowing full unfettered 
access and maintaining the 
integrity of UNSCOM 
would be welcome." 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said 
Washington would pursue 

(Continued on page 7 1 



President Saddam Hussein and U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan upon their meeting 
on Sunday (AP photo! 


King: Situation calm in Ma’an 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Sunday said 
the situation in the southern 
town of Ma'an was calm fol- 
lowing two day-s of pro-Iraq 
riots that led to army deploy- 
ment in the town. 

The “necessary measures 
were taken and the armed forces 
have entered the city. Together 
with public security (police) 
they control the situation and no 


accident has token place," Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra, quot- 
ed the King as saying after he 
visited the Prime Ministry yes- 
terday. 

"Search is underway ft* 
weapons and for those elements 
that were responsible fur (lhe 
riots) and who cpsioned the 
image of Ma'an... harming all 
of us in this country." tire King 
added. 

King Hussein made the state- 
ment hours after the amiy was 
deployed in Ma'an, following 


two days of riots and the death 
of Mohammad Abdullah Al 
Kateb on Friday. 

According to government fig- 
ures 20 people were injured 
during die unrest. 

The government blamed the 
riots on the head of Jordan 
Engineers Association. Leith 
Shbcitui, who was formally 
charged with instigating riots 
and Iesti majeste (sec separate 
story). 

On Saturday, the King visited 
Ma’an and met with senior 


array officials as well as lhe 
town’s senators and deputies 
and urged them to help in bring- 
ing life back to normal in this 
town. 

"Either there is a country, 
tliere is security and there is 
order or there is not...," the King 
said on Sunday after a meeting 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. "We will not 
allow any party to challenge 
law, order and security.” 

He said that the government 
was open for dialogue with 


political parties. 

■'ll is time to live up to our 
responsibility. The door of dia- 
logue Is always open and we 
wish 10 have such a diatague,” 
the King added. 

Asked whether he thought 
foreign parties were involved in 
instigating the riots, the King 
said: "In ray point of view; 
there are parties whose sole 
objective is to bury democracy 
in the name of democracy and 
litis is not acceptable.” 


Majali puts blame on 
Shbeilat for Ma’an riots 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Salam Majali on 
Sunday described the Ma'an 
dots as sedition and put the 
responsibility on the president of 
-the Engineer. Association, Leith 
Shbeilat, for “instigating people 
to protest against the government 
"which he fShbeiiar) described as 
Zionist and hostile to Iraq.” 

In an interview with the Mid- 
dle East Broadcasting Centre 
(MBC). Dr. Majali said thai Mr. 
Shbeilat will be referred to cam 
mre an innocent person was 
killed in the Ma'an riots. 

Asked whether his govern- 
ment will declare a state of emer- 
gency, he said that depended on 
how the situation develops. Dr. 
Majali said: “If the stability of 
lhe country is threatened, the 
government will not stand idle 
without resorting to ail necessary 
measures." 

Dl Majali charged that there 
are certain parties that arc trying 
to sow the seeds erf" dissension 
within the ranks of the Jordanian 
people in order to harm lhe 
country’ and destabilise the coun- 
try. 

Dr. Majali, who did not reveal 
the identities of these parties, 
said: “Full details will be 
uuweiJed in time.’’ 


Dr. Majali denied that Iraq was 
behind the Ma’an protests. "Iraq 
is not behind these incidents and 
we always have ronsutauiions 
with Iraqi officials.” 
Comnrcnting on the Iraqi cri- 
sis, the prime minister said that 
any military action against Iraq 
might lead to its parti lion and the 
impact of any strike will not be 
restricted lo Iraq alone but will 
rather affect the whole region. 
Asked about diplomatic efforts 
to defuse the crisis. Dr. Majali 
said: “His Majesty King Hussein 
are! His Royal Highness Crown 
prince Hassan stressed the need 
for a peaceful solution to the cri- 
sis and we always call for medi- 


ation to defuse the crisis. Prince 
Hassan met with U.N. Secretary 
General Koli Annan and dis- 
cussed with him ways of defus- 
ing the crisis tu spare Iraq any 
military strike and tu reach a 
compromise acceptable to both 
Iraqis and die U.N. as well as the 
U.S.” 

On the possible use of Jordan 
airspace tu attack Iraq, Dr. Majali 
said: “Allhough wc do not have 
lhe capabilities tu stup the use of 
our airspace and lands or to inter- 
cept missiles as was the case 
when Israel bombarded the Iraqi 
nudear plant, wv refuse reiy use 
of our airspace or our LmTiories.’’ 


Shbeilat charged with 
inciting riots, slander 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tunes Stuff Reporter 

AMMAN — The slate 
prosecutor has formally 
charged opposition leader 
Leith Shbeilat with inciting 
riots and slandering His 
Majesty King Hussein, 
official' sources said on 
Sunday. 


Mr. Shbeilat, also presi- 
dent of the Jordan Engi- 
neers Association, was 
arrested early Friday morn- 
ing after returning from 
Ma'an. Hours later, pro- 
Iraqi unrest erupted in the 
city leaving one Jordanian 


(Continued on page 7) 


Deputy demands 
dismissal of Rasheed 


By Fariouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Sjrerial to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ahmad Al 
Khaitab, Lower House of Par- 
liament deputy from Ma’an. 
on Sunday blamed Minister of 
Interior Natheer Rasheed for 
the deaih of one demonstrator 
during Friday's riots in Ma’an 
and allied for his dismissal, 
before the House went into a 
closed session to discuss the 
unrest. 

The session came only 
hours after the army moved 
into Ma’an, placed it under a 
curlew and started to collect 
illegal arms. 

The government blamed the 
president the of the Jordan 
Engineers Association, Leith 
Shhailn. who was arrested on 
Thursday while returning 
from Ma'an after delivering a 
sermon, for instigating the 
riots. 

Before the start of the ses- 
sion, 13 deputies signed a peti- 
tion calling for a House ses- 
. sion to look into the inipeach- 
mem of the minister of interior 
for his handling of the protests. 

“We call on His Majesty to 
dismiss the minister of interior 
because he and the director of 
public security are responsible 


tor shedding tire blood of our 
son,” Ma’an deputy Ahamd Al 
Khaitab. one of the lawmakers 
who signed the petition, told 
reporters on Sunday. 

He claimed that Moham- 
mad Al Kateb, the 22 year-old 
Mu’ta University student who 
died during the unrest, was 
shot by police and not by 
aimed dononstrators as the 
government said. 

In a statement issued after 
the session, the House asked 
the government to form a 
committee of experts to fully 
investigate the unrest and 
determine w ho was behind it. 

The statement said that Jor- 
danians have "the right to 
express their stands and opin- 
ions regarding U_S. threats to 
Iraq in a way that respects the 
Constitution and the law, pre- 
serves freedom of expression 
and maintains stability and 
peace.” 

‘The House asks the gov- 
ernment and all popular organ- 
isations to strengthen national 
dialogue between them in a 
way that guarantees national 
cohesion in these critical times 
that are threatening Jordan and 
the entire region," the state- 
ment said. 


Jordan walks a tightrope in preparing for Gulf crisis scenarios 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Chief Reporter 

AMMAN — As Arab 
anger appears to be grow- 
ing in tandem with U.S. 
preparations for an attack 
on Iraq. Jordan is walking a 
political tightrope while 
enforcing controversial cri- 
sis management policies at 


home. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein has thrown his full 

NEWS AN ALYSIS 

weight behind the govern- 
ment — engaged in a tug- 
of-war with the vocal 
lslamist-led opposition over 
its two-week ban on pro- 


Iraqi rallies and its position 
on the crisis in the Gulf. 

‘‘Either there is a country, 
there is securiiy and there is 
order or there is not.../’ the 
King said on Sunday after a 
meeting with Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali. 
-Wc will not allow any 
party to challenge law, 
order and security." 


The King was speaking 
hours after the army and 
police launched a house-to- 
house search for illegal 
weapons in the curfew- 
bound southern town of 
Ma’an following two days 
of pro-Iraqi riots that left a 
Jordanian dead and more 
than twenty injured. 

The unrest in Ma’an, 


scene of 1989 riots over 
price rises that helped 
speed up Jordan’s return to 
democracy, came days after 
police used dogs, tear gas 
and rubber bullets to foil 
attempts to stage protests in 
Amman and Irbid. 


(Continued on page 7i 


Army imposes curfew, 
starts sweep of Ma’an 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

MA’AN — The army on 
Sunday imposed a curfew- 
on this town -and started a 
house-to-house search for 
illegal arms following two 
days of pro-Iraq riots. 

Minister of Interior 
Natheer Rasheed told Jor- 
dan Radio yesterday that 
the army was sent to Ma'an 
to look for illegal weapons. 

'The armed forces have 
started search for illegal 
heavy weapons such as 
0.5" (Russian made) 
Kalashnikov machine- 


guns.” Mr. Rasheed said. 

The minister emphasised 
that the army faced no 
resistance when it entered 
the city. 

Security sources said that 
50 army search units were 
combing the city for 
weapons. 

The curfew imposed on 
Ma’an, 220 kilometres 
south of Amman, followed 
two days of riots and clash- 
c> with police that resulted 
in the death of one man and 
the injury of more than 20. 

While the government 
blames the killing of 
Muhammad Abdullah .Al 


Kateb on “armed" demon- 
strators. the residents of 
Ma’an charge that police 
was responsible. 

“The army entered Ma’an 
after midnight, closed all 
entrances to the city and 
prevented people from 
leaving their houses." said 
one resident who asked not 
to be named. 

“The army knows how to 
deal with people,” said one 
resident. 

"There is great respect for 
the armed forces 


(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli officials’ visits postponed 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A spate of 
visits by Israeli officials to the 
Kingdom scheduled for this 
week have been indefinitely 
postponed due to regional and 
domestic tensions caused by 
the Iraq-L'.S. standoff, officials 
said cm Sunday. 

The visit of Israeli minister 
of infrastnurture. Ariel Sharon, 
to Amman yesterday was post- 
poned because of "prevailing 
regional rirumstances," the 
minister of water and irriga- 
tion, Muraher Haddadin. said 
according to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

Talks scheduled in Amman 
today between Minister of 
Industry and Trade Hani 
MuQti, with his Israeli counter- 
part, Natan Sharansky, and the 
visit by Israeli minister of 


internal security, Avigdor 
Kahalanl to the Kingdom on 
Wednesday, have aiso been 
deferred for the time being. 

According to Mr. Haddadin, 
Mr. Sharon's visit was post- 
poned “due to Jordanian offi- 
cials’ engagement with current 
regional developments, and 
the two countries’ desire to 
give the water talks the time 
and attention they deserve.” 
Some officials had said on 
Saturday that pro- Iraqi riots in 
Ma’an and tension in the 
region due to the lraq-U3. 
standoff might lead to the can- 
cellation of Mr. Sharon's visit 
The scheduled meeting 
between Mr. Haddadin and 
Mr. Sharon was aiming to fol- 
low-up on talks held between 
the two officials in Israel on 


Wednesday. 

Mr. Haddadin said that last 
week’s discussions “resulted 
in removing a number of 
obstacles impeding the imple- 
mentation of some water pro- 
jects agreed upon in appendix 
two of the peace treaty 
between the two countries." 

Yesterday’s talks were also 
supposed to put the final 
touches on several projects 
allowing Jordan an increase in 
the utilisation of its share in 
bilateral water resources, and 
to provide extra amounts of 
drinking and irrigation water, 
said the minister. 

He added that Israel dropped 
its objection to the building of 
the Red Sea-Ctead Sea canal 
during the talks. 


Man kills wife, children before suicide 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Renter 

AMMAN — A 30-year-old 
man Sunday shot and killed 
his wile and his two children 
before killing himself in his 
house in Jabo! Zuhour, police 
sources .said. 

The man. Maher Moham- 
mad, reportedly entered his 
house located on Dar Khutbeh 
Street, shot his two children. 
Ihab, five, and .Mai. three, his 
wife, Ghadah, 22, then shot 
himself, according to police 
officials who were present at 
the scene of crime. 

"We are still questioning rel- 
atives and witnesses to deter- 


mine the motive behind the 
incident,” a police official told 
the Jordan Times Sunday 
evening. 

But according to witnesses 
and close neighbours of the 
family. Mr. Mohammad hod 
frequent quarrels with his fam- 
ily. 

“Mr. Mohammad had quar- 
relled with his brothers and 
wife about wanting to move 
out of the ndghbouriwod. In 
the past three days, the prob- 
lems escalated and today 1 m 
came to his house and shot and 
killed his family and himself?’ 
one neighbour, who asked not 
to be identified, said. 

The witness described Mr. 


Mohammad, a construction 
worker who had resided in the 
neighbourhood for the past 1 8 
years, as a "decent and hard- 
working person." 

Criminal Prosecutor Bassem 
Momani. who is handling the 
■case, will start questioning rel- 
atives today, according to the 
official sources. 

In a similar incident in 
August 1997, a 35-year-old 
man from Marka shot and 
killed his two children, injured 
his wife, then killed himself in 
what authorities said then was 
a battle between the husband 
and wife over child custody 
rights. 
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Israeli army says risk of Iraqi 
missile attack remains low 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
r'AFP) — The Israeli army 
said Sunday that the risk of an 
Iraqi missile attack remains 
low even if the United States 
launches a strike against Iraq 
in the dispute over U.N. 
weapons inspections. 

“We continue to believe that 
the possibility that Israel is 
involved in the crisis is weak.” 
army spokesman General 
Oded Ben .Ami said. 

“There is no reason that an 
American operation against 


Iraq will bring Israel into the 
conflict,’' he said. “But despite 
that we are continuing civil 
defence preparations." 

Israeli authorities are con- 
sidering distributing antibi- 
otics for use in case of a bacte- 
riological attack, according to 
Israeli radio. 

But Health Minister 
Yeshouha Matza said no deci- 
sion had been made, and that 
he was personally opposed to 
such a move as “premature.” 

Since the start of the 


weapons crisis, Israel’s mili- 
tary and political leaders have 
said the chances of a chemical 
or biological attack are mini- 
mal but raged the population 
to prepare fra- the worst. 

Gen. Ben Ami also said the 
United States has not yet sup- 
plied Israel with new batteries 
of the U.S.-made Patriot anti- 
missile missiles. 

“The United States is com- 
mitted to delivering the equip- 
ment when we need it,” he 
said, without providing further 


Israel starts extradition hearings 
against U.S. teen murder suspect 


TEL AVTV t AFP ) — An extra- 
dition hearing against a Jewish 
.American teenager wanted in 
the United States for a brutal 
murder began Sunday but no 
immediate ruling is expected, 
court officials said. 

Samuel Sheinbein, 17. who 
has been in Israeli custody for 
five months since fleeing the 
United States, was brought to 
the closed court session 
dressed in jeans and training 
shoes with chains around his 
ankles. 

“This is die first day of 
debate and we will undoubted- 
ly need two weeks before any 
decision is reached," said pros- 
ecutor Irit Kahn. 

Sheinbein was arrested by 
Israeli police in September 
after fleeing the United States, 
where he is accused of murder- 
ing. bunting and dismember- 
ing a young Hispanic man. 
Alfredo Enrique Telio. in 
Maryland 


The United States sent a for- 
mal extradition request in 
November shortly after Israeli 
Attorney General Eliakim 
Rubinstein ruled that the youth 
could not claim Israeli citizen- 
ship. 

Israeli nationals cannot be 
extradited. 

“It will probably take several 
hearings before a decision on 
his extradition is reached,” 
Judge Moshe Ravid told AFP. 

Sheinbein's parents attended 
the hearing, along with his 
grandmother who lives in 
Israel, and Maryland state 
prosecutor Robert Dean. 

“We are only observers here. 
We support the efforts of the 
Israeli government for extradi- 
tion.'' Mr. Dean said, adding 
that he was optimistic about 
the outcome. 

The hearing was closed to 
the public and media because 
Sheinbein is a minor. He wifi 
be IS in July. 


The attorney general had 
ruled that Sheinbein's claim 
for citizenship was unfounded 
because his father left Israel as 
a child before the adoption of a 
1952 citizenship law and sub- 
sequently tried to obtain both 
U.S. and Canadian nationality. 

Under the 1952 law, anyone 
bom of Israeli parents auto- 
matically becomes an Israeli 
citizen. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright bad inter- 
vened to press fra- Sheinbein’s 
extradition and the U.S. Con- 
gress threatened to withhold 
financial aid to pressure the 
Israeli government on the 
issue. 

Israel's initial reluctance to 
extradite Sheinbein sparked 
street protests in the United 
States, notably among the His- 
panic community, and raised 
concerns that a refusal to hand 
the suspect over could fuel 
anti-semitic feeling. 


Iran says Pakistan 4 not 
serious’ in fighting terrorism 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has 
accused Pakistan of lacking 
resolve in tracking down 
extremists responsible for a 
string of terrorist attacks against 
Iranian nationals and warned 
that ties could be affected, Iran's 
official news agency IRNA said 
Sunday. 

The Pakistani ambassador 
here. Javid Hussein, was sum- 
moned to the foreign ministry 
Saturday, hours after two Iran- 
ian construction engineers were 
shot dead by unknown 
assailants in the Pakistani port 
city of Karachi. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mohsen Aminzadeh “protested 
that Pakistani officials are not 
serious in pursuing and punish- 
ing culprits for such incidents 
and demanded an explanation." 
IRNA said 

■*We are concerned that Pak- 
istan has been turned into an 
unsafe place for Iranian nation- 
als and urge Pakistani officials 
to seriously review the means 
by which they confront the cul- 
prits." he said. 

'The enemies have made rela- 
tions between the two countries 
a target of their ominous plots 


and if Pakistani officials do not 
review their methods, relations 
will be seriously affected." Mr. 
Aminzadeh warned 

Three people attacked the 
engineers at their work site and 
fled on two motorbikes, police 
and witnesses said The Iranians 
were identified as Ali Moham- 
mad Habib Zadeh. 36. and Mur- 
taza Adib Zadeh, 48. 

The two were supervising the 
construction of a flyover by an 
Iranian company in the seaside 
Clifton area. They had arrived 
about eight months ago to work 
on the S7 million project being 
built by Machine Sazi Arak 
Iran. 

Their bodies arrived early 
Sunday in Tehran and several 
officials, the victims* families 
and colleagues and the Pakistani 
ambassador attended a ceremo- 
ny for the slain men. 

MP Mahmoud Astaneh told 
Mr. Javid that he regretted that 
Pakistani officials “are taking no 
serious action to deal with the 
terrorists." 

"The criminals are now con- 
vinced that the Pakistani gov- 
ernment is weak and unable to 
confront them. So they feel 


safe,” he said quoted by IRNA 
The MP urged Pakistani judi- 
cial officials to speed up pro- 
ceedings and issue verdicts 
against suspects in previous ter- 
rorist attacks against Iranian 
nationals in Pakistan. 

The Pakistani ambassador 
was also called to a meeting Sat- 
urday with Iranian Parliamen- 
tary Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq- 
Nouri. who blamed “foreign 
hands” for the killings. 

“Many people do not want us 
to have friendly relations and 
are seeking to cause problems,” 
he said. “We are sure foreign 
hands are involved in such inci- 
dents.” 

The speaker also urged Islam- 
abad to take “seriously this sen- 
sitive and important matter:" 
“Our people are waiting to 
learn about the results of your 
actions.” he added 
The attack was the latest in a 
series against Iranian nationals 
in the past few years. 

Five Iranian air force person- 
nel were gunned down in Sep- 
tember in the Pakistani city of 
Rawalpindi. An underground 
Sunni group claimed responsi- 
bility for the attack. 


details. 

During the 1991 Gulf war. 
Iraq fired 39 Scuds on Tel 
Aviv, killing two people and 
injuring hundreds of others, 
but none of the Patriots used at 
the time succeeded in destroy- 
ing a Scud in mid-air. 

According to Israeli news- 
paper Haaretz, a new more 
efficient version of the Patriot 
was tested by the United 
States last year but will not be 
operational until 1999. 

PNA frees 
journalists 
after 

overnight 

detention 

BETHLEHEM (AFP) — 
Palestinian police freed on 
Sunday seven journalists 
working for a local television 
station near Bethlehem who 
were arrested the previous 
day accused of inciting pro- 
Iraqi support 

The entire editorial staff of 
the Bergers television station 
was held ter 12 hours but do 
charges were pressed, 
according to one of the jour- 
nalists. 

‘They told us we had incit- 
ed [pro-Iraqi] demonstra- 
tions.” said Hamdi Fairaj. 
who also works for Agence 
France-Presse. “It’s just a 
sign of the Authority’s ner- 
vousness,” Mr. Fairaj said. 

Bergers was one of eight 
Palestinian television stations 
closed down by the Palestin- 
ian National Authority (PNA)' 
this week in measures aimed 
at cutting pro^Iraqi broadcast- 1 
ing in the self-rule territories. 

Thousands of Palestinians 
demonstrated their support 
for Iraq in its showdown with 
U.N. weapons inspectors in a 
series of protests in the West 
Bank on Saturday, despite a 
PNA ban on such events. 



Some 10,000 Egyptian students at the Ain Shams University campus in Cairo protest Sunday against US. threats 
of a military strike against Iraq (AFP photo) 

10,000 Egyptian students hold anti-lLS. protest 


CAIRO (AFP) — Around 

10.000 students burned U.S. 
and Israeli flags at the Ain 
Shams University campus 
here Sunday to protest 
against U.S. threats of a mili- 
tary strike against Iraq. 

The students scamped their 
feet on the ground and waved 
copies of the Koran. Islam's 
holiest book, as they shouted 
anti-U-S. and anti-Israeli -slo- 
gans. witnesses said. 

“It is not out of love for 
Saddam but in solidarity with 
the children of Iraq.” shouted 
the students. 

They were referring to Iraqi 


children suffering from raal- 
nourishment and other ail- 
ments as a result of the eco- 
nomic sanctions imposed by 
the United Nations on Bagh- 
dad after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait 

One of the demonstrators 
carried a U.S. flag drawn in 
the shape of a shoe. 

'Don’t worry Iraq, we will 
protect you with our blood 
and our soul” the demonstra- 
tors chanted as (bey inarched 
inside the campus. 

“A thousand woes to the 
Jews. Baghdad will never 
die,” thev said. 


The demonstrators also 
denounced the Israeli ambas- 
sador in Egypt Zvi Mazel, 
branding him a “pig” and 
ordering him out of the “Land 
of the Nile.” 

The demonstration, autho- 
rised by the university’s 
administration, was the 
largest of its kind in Egypt 
since the crisis between Iraq 
and the United Nations over 
arras inspections broke out 
more than one month ago. 

Demonstrations are nor- 
mally banned in Egypt under 
the state of emergency in 
force since the assassination 


of President Anwar Sadat io 
1981. 

But the Egyptian authori- 
ties, who have appealed for a 
peaceful settlement to the 
Iraq crisis, have authorised a: 
string of pro-Iraq protests -’ 
over the past week and 
allowed the foreign press to 
cover them. 

On Saturday, more than 150 
Egyptian journalists burred 
the U.S. and Israeli flzus dur-_ 
ing a sit-in in their union 
office in Cairo and 3.000 
Egyptians protested US; 
policies towards Iraq after 
Friday prayers on Feb. 13. 


Syrian president meets visiting Russian ministers 


DAMASCUS .(.AFP) — Syrian 
President Hafez Assad met 
Russian Justice Minister Sergei 
Stepashin and Atomic Energy 
Minister Viktor Mikhailov here 
Sunday, the president’s 
spokesman said. 

Russia’s ambassador to Syria. 
Viktor Goguitidze, also attend- 
ed the talks, spokesman Gebran 
Kourie said. 

Earlier, Mr. Stepashin and 


Mr. Mikhailov met separately 
with Syrian Prime Minister 
Mahmoud A1 Zobi and Deputy 
Prime Minister for Economic 
Affairs .S alim Yassin. 

The talks concerned ways “to 
promote economic and trade 
ties” between Damascus and 
Moscow, the official SANA 
news agency said. 

Syrian Economy Minister 
Mohammad Imadi and Mr. 


Stepashin began the first ses- 
sion here Saturday of a Syrian - 
Russian economic and techni- 
cal cooperation committee 
founded in 1993. 

Syria and Russia will sign 
economic and nuclear-power 
accords Monday at the end of 
the meeting, a Russian diplo- 
mat said. 

The agreements concern 
avoidance of double taxation. 


investments and cooperation of 
nuclear energy for peaqri 
means, the diplomat said 
out giving further details. 

Discussions in the eonuiHttfi£ 
sei up in 1 993. will also coaxial 
Syria’s debt to Russia of abi®. 
$10 billion resulting - maS^f -. 
from Damascus's arms pur- 
chases from the former Soviet 
Union. ~ V 


Israeli Arab risks Palestinian wrath to stand for Jerusalem council 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A 47-year-old insur- 
ance agent is risking Palestinian 
wrath by planning to stand for 
election in Jerusalem, the first 
Arab to do so since Israel occu- 
pied the city's eastern Arab sec- 
tor three decades ago. 

Mussa Elayan, an Arab with 
Israeli citizenship, is organising 
an independent list of candi- 
dates to run for office in 
Jerusalem's municipal elections 
in November. 

“Our aim is to defend the 
rights of Arabs who live in west 
Jerusalem. But that does not 
mean that if I am elected I will 
not be concerned with the 
affairs of our brothers in east 


Jerusalem, ’ he told AFP 

Palestinians from Jerusalem 
have systematically boycotted 
municipal elections since 1967 
to protest at Israel's occupation 
and illegal annexation of .Arab 
east Jerusalem in the Arab 
Israeli war. 

Asked about bus decision to 
stand in defiance of the official 
Palestinian position, Mr. Elayan 
said; *T m a Palestinian, I hold 
Israeli citizenship, and we have 
the right to stand for the Knesset 
[parliament]." 

“But it’s not a recognition of 
the Israeli position that consid- 
ers Jerusalem is unified and the 
eternal capital of Israel” he said. 

Me Elayan lives in Beit 


Safafa. an Arab district of about 

8.000 people which was divided 
between Israel and Jordan 
before 1967. 

Around 14.000 Arabs now 
live in west Jerusalem among 

250.000 Jews, compared with 
around 160,000 Arabs in the 
eastern sector. 

“We are standing for election 
because of the poor situation 
that Palestinians live in,” be 
said, complaining of discrimi- 
nation by the Jerusalem council 
against Arabs. ‘They've confis- 
cated our land and refuse per- 
mission to build.” 

Mr. Elayan, currently head of 
the neighbourhood council in 
Beit Safafa is not a member of 


any political party, and said he 
will stand as an independent 

He is lobbying Arabs in west 
Jerusalem who have Israeli citi- 
zenship and so far 15 people 
have agreed to join his election 
slate. 

But a Palestinian official from 
Arab east Jerusalem accused 
Mr. Elayan of being manipulat- 
ed by Jerusalem's right-wing 
mayor. Ehud OlmerL a close 
associate of Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu. 

“There are Israeli bands 
behind Ms decision. We have 
known for a long time that Mr. 
OLmert was attempting to con- 
vince Arab figures to take part 
in the elections," the official 


said. . . 

“Olmert and Netanyahu want 
to be able to exploit the final sta- 
tus negotiations and dakn that 
the municipal council repre- 
sents Arabs as well as Jews liv- 
ing in the city.” he said. 

Under the 1993 Oslo peas 
accords. Israel and the Palestini- 
ans are to discuss the fate of 
Jerusalem in so-called final -sta- 
tus talks, but the Jewish state 
insists the entire city will remain. 
Israel's eternal capital and that 
the issue is non-negotiable. 

The Palestinians for their part 
hope to make Arab east 
Jerusalem the capital of their 
own future stale. 


Tel 773 HI-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
16:10 The World of Teddy Rux- 
pin and Friends 

16:30 ..French Cartoon — Canon 

17:00 .Tailassa 

18:00 - Riding High 

18 JO Drama — Neighbours 

19:00 Le Journal 

1 19:15 French Educational Pro- 
gramme 

19:30 -..News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Hope and 
. Gloria 

20:00 Documenraiy — Perspec- 
, tive 

. 20 JO American Chart Show 

| 21:10 Drama — The Burned 
; Bridge 

, 22:00 .News in English 

'22:30 Law and Order 

: 23:10 Bay Warch Nighis 

1 23x59 - -...EndofTX. 


PRAYER TIMES 

. 04:49 -Fajr 

06:07 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:49 - -JDhuhr 

; 15:01 'Asr 

1 17:31 - Maghreb 

1 18:49 - — ‘kha 

CHURCHES 

1 SL Mary rtf Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh! Tel. 810740 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Iferna San da Church TeL 
622366 

Anglican CbUTCfa Tel. 
624853/62481 [. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. S65S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel 8 1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 654932 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Sunny and warm weather condi- 
tions will prevail becoming partly 
cloudy in the evening, and winds 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman .04/17 

Aqaba. 10/24 

Deserts 03/19 


Jordan Valley- OS/2 3 EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 1 7, Aqaba 23 Humidity 
readings: Amman 30 per cent, 
Aqaba 35 percent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. MazenNbah 830435 

Dr. FayezDabbas .759155 

Dr. Adnan Zaghtad 898140 

Dr. Fakher BObeisi ......5522233 

Firas pharmacy — 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 77S336 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy .623672 

A1 Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy ...644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRB1D: 

Dr. Ahmad Qami 281484 

A1 Quds pharmacy - (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. ZuhourAlQadi — 906606 
Khalifeh pharmacy .9854 1 7 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Drtence Department 5661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

..... .630341 

Civil Defence Emergency -199 

Rescue PbBce—192. 62MI 1,637777 

Fire Brigade -617101 

Blood Bank..— 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL 630321 

Hotel Complaints.- .5605800 

Price Complains. 5661 176 

Was r & Sewerqge GuTphints —897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) - ...121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs — 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs -.5661 1 0 1 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan — - 7741 1 1 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...J&15615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti- Airport 44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Luzmila 630195 


Hussein Medical Centre SI3S13/32 

Khalidi Maternity.— 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital ......3669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital .3667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali -5666 1 26/37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreea 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka S9I6H/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital 5674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zanqa Govl Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zanqa National Hospital 

<09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

A1 Hi Iona Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

- -..(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 


Princess Haya Hospital (03)3 141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ} information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel 
(44153200-5, where it should 
abvttys be verified, information on 
other flights can be supplied on 

phone 44(527001 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:25 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:25 Damascus (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:15 .New Delhi (RJ) 

09:50 — Dubai Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 .Beirut (RJ) 

16:20 — — - Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 - London (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18.-05 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:35 — Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

19:00 — Bangkok (RJ) 

02:50 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:15 London (BA) 


09:15 .Cairo (MS) 

12:00 Khartoum (SD) 

12:25 - -Bahrain (GF) 

14:30 Doha(QR) 

l&OS - -..Vienna (OS) 

W:00 - Dubai (EK) 

18:00 Istanbul (SD) 

20:00 - .Tel Aviv fLY) 

21:10 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

22:30 Athens (OA) 

01:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

06=05 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

07:25 Amman (QAIA)(RW) 

07:15 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

Aqaba (RW) 

11:10 Amman (QAlAi(RW) 

12:00 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW.) 

21:20 — Aqaba i RW) 

22^0 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 ■ — -Beirut (RJ) 

10:10 Frankfurt, London (RJ) 

11:00 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

12:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

12:20 -....Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 


20:40 Damascus (RJ) 

20:45 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

21:35 Dubai, Muscat CRT) . 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) ; 

Other nights 

06:00 Istanbul (TK) ■' 

08:25 L-London (BA) * 

10i30 ;.'-Al 'Arish iPF) 

10:30 ’ ............Cairo (MS) 

13:20 — .... fgtfln hnl (SDVi : 

14:15 .Bahrain (GF) ' 

15:50 JDohalQRL 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

17:00 Damascus, Dubai (EK) 

KfcOO Khartoum < SD) : 

21:20 „Td Aviv (LY> 

23:53 Damascus, Paris (AF) , 

02:25 - ^Amsterdam (KL).- 

03:00 Athens (QA) I 

Royal Wings (RW) ' 

05:30 Amman (Marka AilporTi (RW - 

06-30 .Tel Aviv (RW) . 

07:55 Amman (QAIA} (RW) - 

08:50 A mman (Marira Airport): 
(RW) 

I(h20 Aqaba (RW) ] 

11:40 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

20:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW ) ; . 

21:50 -..Aqaba <KW)\ 
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PRAYING FOR PEACE: Iraqi Christians who fled Irani Baghdad to Jordan after 
the 1991 Culf war pray and light candles for peace Sunday in a church in Amman 
(Reuters photo) 


Srour meets with delegation 
representing taxi drivers union 


AMMAN (Petraj — Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Sa - U Havel Sruur on Sunday said 
Parliament would take into consideration corn- 
menu and ideas from Uw union of taxi drivers 
in working out a draft traffic law. 

At a meeting with a delegation representing 
the union, Mr. Srour said the union's ideas wiU 
help Parliament reach a balanced law that 
accommodates the interests of all concerned 
panics and safeguards national interests. 

77te'delegation presented their written views 
about the projected draft law and received a 


pledge from Mr. Srour that die House’s law 
committee will duly study their suggestions. 

The delegation voiced the union's apprecia- 
tion of Mr. Sraur’s concern over issues of inter- 
est to the union and ilk* owners of taxi cabs and 
his involvement of union inemlvrs and union 
ideas in tlie process of formulating a balanced 
law. 

Mr. Srour stated that it is Parliament's policy 
to take into consideration the views tind ideas of 
unions when debating laws that concern their 
performance and their status. 


what’s 

going 


FILMS 

Two films entitled 
-‘‘Brave heart" and “The 
3Biief of Baghdad” at the 
British Council. Jabal 
^Aipman on Tuesday at 
7&00 p.m. and Wednesday 
f.at'SrOO p.m.. respectively, 
vi j “L’ami de mon amie" 
the French Cultural 
^pSitre, Jabal Weibdeh at 
; 6t30 pjn. and S:30 p.m. 

Cultural week 

Chinese Cultural 
35feek at the Orthodox 
PQjah. Abdoun, until Feb. 


PLAY 

^SChildren's play “Snow 
.Spite and the Seven 
Ityrarfs" at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre on Tuesday, 
"Feb. 24, at 5 '30 p.m. and 
.^Wednesday and Thurs- 
gbfe Feb. 25-26, at 10:00 
rain, and 5:50 p.m., 

respectively. 

.*• =4 ■ - 

LECTURE 

,’^J_“Angel in the House. 
Milan’s Perdition” by 
Noba Hommad and Mrs. 
?/Sna Obeidai (Consider- 
ing the two antithetical 
-images of women in liter- 
*atoe throughout the ages 
: which are epitomised by 
die angel in the house and 
> the she-devil). 

EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition of Finnish 
Jiferature and textiles at the 
^RoyaJ Cultural Centre, 
iinflil Feb. 27. 
t -^'Paintings by Sudanese 
^artist Salah AI Murr at 
JJaladna Art Gallery. Gar- 
idfeas Street, until Feb. 23. 

Private collection of 
vMamdouh Bishanu enti- 
^Sfefl'“A Vision, An Idenri- 
ffcE at Darat Al Funun. 
Mai Weibdeh, until 
&ch 5 (TeL 643251). 

' ^S0 displaying works by 
”6tfetemporaiy Arab artists 
■ ~-2-“The New Collection ” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Health minister, Omani ambassador 
discuss bilateral relations 

AMMAN l Petra l — Minister of Health and Medical 
Care Ashraf Kurdi on Sunday received Omani Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Hamad Ben Hilul AI Moainniari. The 
two discussed bilateral lies and cooperation in health 
and medical fields between the two countries. 

99 accidents leave three dead 

AMMAN (Petra > — - Ninety-nine accidents took place 
in die Kingdom on Saturday, resulting in three deaths, 
according to the Civil Defence Department's daily 
report. 


CORRECTION 

IN THE article entitled' ’’Queen inaugurates Cerebral Palsy Centre in 
Aqaba." which appeared in lhe Sunday 1 22/2AJSJ cdiliun of tlie Jordan 
(Times, ii was reported dial llte Cerebral Palsv Foundation "provides... 
"brain wans and MRLs." In fort. the foundation does nol provide these 
'services but refers cases to the army hospital, which dues. The Jordan 
Times regrets any inconv eniences caused hv t/iis enw j 


Voices in the Wilderness team returns 
after delivering medical supplies to Iraq 


By Rana Huswini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An organisa- 
lion com prising U.S. and 
L*.K. volunteers who 

announced they were ehal- 
lenging U.N. sanctions on 
Iraq by delivering user 
SI 10.000 wmth of medicine 
and medical supplies to chil- 
dren's hospitals have 

returned to Amman from 
Baghdad. 

“Our mission to Iraq was 
to publicly break the sanc- 
tions in order to help raise 
the profile of the issue and to 
bring unenlion to the impact 
of the sanctions on the Iraqi 


Minister 
urges NGOs 
to develop 
coordination 

AMMAN t Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Social Development 
Mohammad Kheir Muinser 
on Sunday said his ministry 
will support projects or 
activities by foreign and 
non- govern mental organisa- 
tions (NGOs) operating iit 
Jordan. 

At a meeting attended by- 
eight representatives ot 
these organisations. Dr. 
Mamser s;iid the ministry 
appreciates tile NGOs' ser- 
vices to the local communi- 
ties in the Kingdom. 

However, he added that 
die ministry hopes that they 
will coordinate their activi- 
ties among themselves and 
with the ministry to avoid 
redundant efforts and save 
effort and expense. 

The minister urged Lhe 
organisations to give priori- 
ty in their activities to chil- 
dren, adding that the Min- 
istry of Social Development 
Ls working "to establish a 
special unit for child protec- 
tion in conjunction with the 
Jordan River Development 
Project. 

Dr. Mamser also urged 
these organisations to sub- 
mit their fiscal budgets to 
the ministry at the start of 
each year detailing the pro- 
jects they intend to carry out 
and the targeted sectors. 

The minister expressed 
hope that the NGOs would 
change their traditional ser- 
vices and activities and 
begin giving priority to 
development and income- 
generating projects. 

He said coordination with 
the ministry was necessary 
so that the government can 
follow the projects, help 
supervise their implementa- 
tion, and provide the neces- 
sary suppon. 

Dr. Mamser said the min- 
istry has decided to organise 
a special exhibition display- 
ing various NGO activities 
and programmes. 


civilians,” Voices in the 
Wilderness member Mil Rm. 
32, said. 

In addition, Mr. Rai con- 
tinued, the group's aim was 
to express their opposition to 
the use of military force “by 
our Bntish govemmenr anil 

the U.S government." 

“We believe that an air 
strike against Iraq would he 
immoral because the burden 
of ihe strike will fall on civil- 
ians. illegal because there 
has been no authorisation for 
the use of force by the U.N'.. 
and counterproductive." he 
stated. 

The members of the organ- 
isation. which completed its 


11th trip to Iraq on Friday, 
risk 12 years in pn son and 
SI million in fines for carry- 
ing medicine to Iraq without 
authorisation, he said. 

"Our basic message is that 
sanctions are a weapon of 
mass destruction land this) 
need*, to be illuminated lor 
the soke of the Iraqi chil- 
dren." he maintained. 

The U.N. sanctions, which 
have been in force since the 
1991 Gulf war. can only be 
lifted when U.N. weapons 
inspectors have certified that 
all Iraqi weapons of mass 
destruction have been 
destroyed. 

’The United Nation's 


Food and Agriculture 
Organisation estimated in 
December 1995 that 
367.000 Iraqi children have 
died as u direct result of 
.sanctions,” according to Mr. 
Rai. 

Three of the 12 volunteers, 
who during their 10-day stay 
visited Basra. Baghdad and 
Salouja, decided to stay in 
Iraq, according to Mr. Rai. 

"Three of us decided to 
stay in Baghdad, either until 
a peaceful resolution of the 
inspection crisis, or if there 
is bombing they will risk 
their lives and stay to 
observe the effect of the 
bombing on lhe civilians.” 


Mr. Rai told the Jordan 

Times. 

He added that the group's 
main impression in the three 
cities they visited was that 
the most important thing for 
the Iraqi people was the lift- 
ing of sanctions. 

"What people cannot stand 
there is that their children 
ore dying because they can- 
not get medicine, the water 
they drink makes them sick, 
and there is not enough 
food, - ' he said. 

But he promised that the 
medical support trips will 
continue, “because we are 
determined to help the chil- 
dren of Iraq." 


Prime minister warns media against 
false reports on internal security 


AMMAN [ Petrai — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majuii Sunday advised the 
Jordanian media io disre- 
gard rumours and ignore 
false reports on the internal 
security of the country . 

Addressing a meeting for 
the directors of govern- 
ment-controlled media ser- 
vices, Dr. Majali said the 
government will not allow 
any pony to infringe on the 
country’s laws or disregard 
the proper channels, which 
he said alone can hold lhe 
government to account fur 
its decisions and measures. 

Warning that the King- 
dom is exposed to what he 
termed numerous forces 
harbouring ill -intent, he 
said these forces are seeking 
to destabilise the country 
with the assistance of cer- 
tain persons trying to 
achieve personal objectives. 

The behaviour of these 
elements. Dr. Majali said, 
has opened the door for 
some non-Jordanian Arab 
and foreign parties to por- 
tray the situation in a very 
negative way. 


“The present circum- 
stances require all of us to 
rise to the level of responsi- 
bility and act with common 
sense rather than being car- 
ried away by sentiments, 
because the homeland's 
security, stability, self- 
respect and interests ore 
above ail other considera- 
tions," said the prime minis- 
ter. 

“All Jordanians should be 
keen on displaying their 
commitment and fulfilling 
their duties toward the 
Kingdom, which has made 
many sacrifices in con- 
fronting the challenges and 
dangers posed to it and to 
other Arab states," he 
added. 

Dr. Majali noted that His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
been working since the 
beginning of the Iraqi crisis 
to ensure a peaceful resolu- 
tion. 

He said the King realises 
the magnitude of the losses 
that the Iraqi people and ihe 
whole region would suffer, 
as well as the negative 
effect on the peace process 


and the position of the 
Palestinians and their cause, 
in the event of a military 
strike. 

Dr. Majali noted HRH 
Crowm Prince Hasson’s vis- 
its to Britain and France and 
his meetings with U.N. Sec- 
retary General Kofi Annan 
in the course of seeking to 
defuse the crisis. 

In his remarks following 
the rioting in the southern 
city of Ma’an, the prime 
minister accused some trade 
unionists of trying to politi- 
cise the unions and lead 
them away from profession- 
al goals. 

He said certain elements 
among these unions are try- 
ing to sow- the seeds of dis- 
sension within the ranks of 
union members as a tool to 
exercise pressure on the 
government and the average 
citizen with the aim of ruin- 
ing the country. 

Dr. Majali warned that the 
government would not . 
stand idle vis-i-vis such a 
situation and would resort 
to all necessary 'legal mea- 
sures to deter such prac- 


Meamvhile, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Information Abdullah 
Ensour on Sunday said car- 
rying weapons in Jordan is 
generally banned by law 
and citizens are not allowed 
to move about in the streets 
and in demonstrations car- 
rying arms. 

!n~a statement to the Lon- 
don-based Middle East 
Broadcasting Corporation 
tMBC). Dr. Ensour said the 
law permits people to carry 
amis only if they have been 
licensed and that is why 
security forces are search- 
ing for unlicensed weapons 
in Mu' an. 

“We have displayed the 
s'elzed weapons on Jordan 
Television because we do 
not conceal the facts from 
our people," the minister 
added. 

Dr. Ensour said the Jor- 
danian judiciary is now han- 
dling the., case, adding that 
civilian public prosecutors 
are accompanying the 
police in their search ’ for 
arms in Ma’an. 


Defence asks court to acquit man on trial 
for smuggling weapons to West Bank 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The defence 
team of a 35-year-old man 
being tried for plotting acts 
of sabotage and smuggling 
weapons to the West Bank 
asked the court Sunday to 
find their client innocent. 

lsmat Shukri, along with 
Ali A. and Mohammad M., 
both being rried in absen- 
tia, are charged with manu- 
facturing explosives in 
1995 with the intent of 
using them against tourists 
and with smuggling 
weapons to the West Bank 
from 1995 to 1997 via the 
Dead Sea. 


In their ! 3-page closing 
argument. Mr. Shukri's 
defence team again con- 
tested the court's jurisdic- 
tion and the investigation 
procedures and claimed 
that their client confessed 
due to duress and psycho- 
logical pressure exerted on 
him by the authorities. 

Mr. Shukri had testified 
in court that he owned 
machine guns because he 
was a member of a radical 
Palestinian group until 
1992, and that the hand 
grenade the authorities 
seized from his house w'as 
in fact “a piece of small 
metal box in the shape of 
erenade that 1 found in the 


street and gave to my chil- 
dren to play with as a toy." 

According to the prose- 
cution charge sheet, Mr. 
Shukri. who has known the 
second defendant for seven 
years, manufactured explo- 
sives in 1995 and hid them 
in his house. 

In 1996, the two defen- 
dants met with the third, 
Mohammad M.. and decid- 
ed to export machine guns 
to the Wes>[ Bank in rubber 
boats via the Dead Sea. 

Mr. Shukri was arrested 
by security forces on Sept. 
20, 1 997, after the authori- 
ties received a tip that he 
possessed explosives and 
was smuggling weapons. 


State Prosecutor Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Mahmoud 
Obeidat had asked the 
court recently to convict 
Mr. Shukri on all charges, 
defending the investigation 
procedures and stating that 
"the defendant confes. ed 
willingly to the charges.” 

In addition, Lt. Col. 
Obeidat said the prosecu- 
tion had presented “strong 
and consistent evidence." 

The military court, head- 
ed by Judge Yousef Faouri 
and including Judges 
Ahmad Ay ash and Fawaz 
Boqour. set March 7 as the 
date either to issue a ver- 
dict or further review the 


PSD plans new criminal investigation unit Dozens leave northern branches of 
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By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Turns' Staff Re/kirur 

AMMAN — Jordan, seeking 
to curb a rising crime rate, is 
planning to open a jOsiU: of the 
art building to house a criminal 
investigation department. 

The ~ Kingdom lias been 
rocked in the paM month by a 
series of grisly crimes alien »« 
Jordanian society. The latest 
was the brutal attack on a 
seven -vear -old child who hail 
his male organs cut oil by tut 
unidentified assailant 

During lhe post wo months. 
Jordan has witnessed several 
mysterious crimes, including 
the brutal murder ol six Iraqis 
and two Egyptians in Al Rnhia 
on Jan. IS. 

Two weeks later, a ptianna- 
cist was killed and another was 
injured in two separate ducks 
in the same evening. Two days 
after that, a Sn Lankan woman 
was found shot dead on the 
stairs of an Abdali abutment 
building. Last week, police 
announced that they were hold- 
inu a suspect who reportedly 
confessed to the two murders. 
They said theft was the motive. 

■The rapid soatbeeaMsA: 
changes, the increase in popula- 
tion and the easy access to ;Ul 
.sorts of media, whereby people 



Nasouh Muhiddin 

sec all sorts of programmes, 
especially crimes, has produced 
these l previously | unknown 
murders,” Public Security 
Department Director Lieu- 
tenant General Nasouh Muhid- 

din said. 

Poverty and die disintegration 
of family bonds were among 
the primary causes for the 
increase in the crime rate, die 
police official added. 

•The suspect in the killing of 
the pharmacist and die Sri 
Liuiklui woman came from a 
poor and disintegrated family," 
Lt. Gen. Muhiddin explained. 

Tlie police chief told the Jor- 
dan Times that despite die 
increase in crime, the uvnd has 


not reached an alarming level, 
and "Jordan still enjoys a stable 
environment and is free of 
organised crimes.” 

“We have solved most of the 
big and mysterious eases in the 
past two years," the police chief 
said. "For example, in 1997. 
there were 105 murders com- 
mitted in Jordan, and only two 
of those arc still unsolved.” 
"Jordan ranks among the top 
nations bi solving crimes, with 
a 90 per cent rate,” Lt. Gen. 
Muhiddin said. 

The new criminal investiga- 
tion department, he added, will 
not only be dedicated to solving 
murders, but will also used to 
train officers. 

The new department will 
work closely with the Unsolved 
Murders Department, which 
was recently established, he 
said 

“We have not furgotten about 
Lhe unsolved murders, and our 
investigation teams are con- 
stantly working on old cases 
and gathering evidence,” the 
police official said. 

“We have appointed spe- 
cialised and (rained investiga- 
tion teams, and only competent 
persons are accepted lur the 
job." Lt. Gen. Muhitkiin added 
Furthermore, the police 
department has allocated all the 


resources to rehabilitate these 
officers by sending them to the 
latest [raining courses abroad. 

Lt. Gen. Muhiddin added that 
the new department will also 
focus on combating drug traf- 
ficking and addiction in Jordan, 
“which has rapidly increased in 
the past few years." 

In both 1996 and 1997, “the 
Anti -Narcotics Department 

seized drugs equivalent to the 
amount seized by the same 
department during its 23 years 
of service," he said. 

After many years of denying 
that there wa>, a drug problem, 
the authorities are now- admit- 
ting that the Kingdom, long 
considered only as a transit 
point in the international drug 
trade, has became a drug con- 
suming society. 

Recent field studies by the 
Anti-Narcotics Department 
indicate that drug use has 
increased over the past few 
years and that more than 3,000 
oilmens now suffer from drug 
dependency. 

In addition, Jordan's geo- 
graphical location at the cross- 
roads of drug trafficking 
between neighbouring consum- 
ing and producing countries has 
enhanced its role as a transit 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The progres- 
sive disintegration of the 
much-touted National Con- 
stitutional Party tNCPi has 
entered its fourth month, 
with dozens of resignations 
from the party’s branches 
in northern Jordan. 

Officials at NCP head- 
quarters confirmed yester- 
day that 30 members from 
Deir Abi Sa’id, in the 
northern district of Kura, 
resigned over the weekend, 
in addition to some 20 
members from the Irbid 
branch who resigned last 
week. 

NCP spokesperson 
Hakani Kheir told the Jor- 
dan Times yesterday that 
the newest wave of "defec- 
tions was linked to the res- 
ignation of former NCP 
Deputy Secretary General 
Abdul Ra’ouf Rawabdeh, 
officially accepted by the 
party Saturday. 

"It seems the resignees 
belonged to Mr. Rawab- 
deh 's former party, Al 


Yaqthah [Reawakening], 
and left the NCP following 
his resignation," Dr. Kheir 
said. 

Al Yaqthah was one of 
nine pro-government par- 
ties that merged into the 
NCP last May. 

Mr. Rawabdeh. a former 
deputy prime minister, 
wrote in his resignation let- 
ter last week that he pre- 
ferred to be independent 
and not bound by any 
party's directives, accord- 
ing to Dr. Kheir. 

Mr. Rawabdeh declined 
to comment on the issue. 

He was one of only two 
out of 1 1 candidates fielded 
by die NCP who won a seat 
in last November's parlia- 
mentary' elections. 

The other NCP deputy in 
the SO-m ember Lower 
House is the pony’s secre- 
tary; general, Abdul Hadi 
Majali, a former minister 
and army chief of staff. 

In ihe seven previous 
waves of resignations, 
resulting from personal 
rivalries that flared during 
last October's election 


campaign, resignees 
denounced Mr. Majali's 
leadership, describing it as 
"authoritarian, unilateral 
and undemocratic.” 

Former NCP President 
Aldf Fayez, who has also 
served as an army chief and 
a Lower House speaker, 
was among the most 
prominent resignees. 

Analysts have explained 
the storm of resignations 
by pointing to the tribal 
character of the party, par- 
ticularly prone to spark 
individual jealousies. 

, Some have also said the 
party built up exaggerated 
expectations among its fol- 
lowing. portraying itself as 
the regime’s party, able to 
provide jobs and allocate 
offices in the establish- 
ment. 

Speculation in the Arabic 
press has suggested that 
Mr. Faye? could form a 
new centrist party, to be 
named the Democratic 
Constitutional Party, but 
there has been no official 

confirmation. 
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Gunmen in Georgia 
release one U.N. observer 


ZUGDIDI, Georgia (AFP) 
— Gunmen holding four 
U.N. observers captive in a 
remote village in western 
Georgia Sunday released 
one of their hostages, a 
Georgian deputy 

announced. 

The hostage released was 
Uruguayan Captain Ronald 
Garcia, 40, said deputy 
Guya Jakeli T who had taken 
part in the negotiations. 

Journalists saw Capt. 
Garcia leave the village of 
Jikhashkari. IS kilometres - 
from Zugdidi. where he and 
the three other U.N. 
observers — a Czech, a 
Swede and another 
Urusuavan — were being 
held” ' 7 

Gunmen holding four 
U.N. observers in a remote 
village in western Georgia 
threatened “extreme mea- 
sures” against their 
hostages Sunday, as a fourth 
day of negotiations failed to 
produce a breakthrough. 

Gang leader Gotsha 
Esaybua told stare televi- 
sion his men “could go as 
far as taking extreme mea- 
sures” unless his group's 
demands were met. saying 
“we have nothing to lose.” 

He reinforced the message 
in a second interview with 
Russia's television station 
ORT, saying: “The fate of 
the hostages is in the hands 
of (Georgian President 
Eduard ) Shevardnadze. We 
will go all the way if our 
demands are not met." 

The gang first threatened 
to kill their 10 hostages — a 
Czech, a Swede, two 
Uruguayans and six 
Georgians — when the 
hostage drama erupted 
Thursday. 

Saturday, the gunmen had 
reportedly offered to free 
one of the Uruguayans if 


surrounding Georgian 
forces were replaced by 
U.N. troops. 

Some 2,000 troops, interi- 
or ministry and special 
forces are enforcing a secu- 
rity cordon thrown around 
the area. 

Mr. Esaybua heads a 
group of 20 diehard sup- 
porters of late president 
Zviad Garasakhurdia, oust- 
ed in a January 1992 coup, 
who have never recognised 
the legitimacy of his succes- 
sor Mr. Shevardnadze. 

The kidnappers have 
offered to release the 
hostages in return for a 
meeting between Mr. 
Shevardnadze and their 
movement’s leadership; the 
release of jailed “Zviadists,” 
including those linked to a 
Feb. 9 bid to kill Mr. 
Shevardnadze; and the clo- 
sure of Russian military 
bases in Georgia. 

Sunday's broadcast came 
as Security Minister Jemal 
Gakhokidze returned to the 
village of Jikhashkari, IS 
kilometres from Zugdidi. 
for a fresh round of face-to- 
face negotiations with the 
kidnappers. 

Deputy presidential 
spokesman Soso 

Tkebuchava earlier hinted 
the authorities were looking 
into the possibility of a 
meeting between Mr. 
Shevardnadze and the 
Zviadist leadership. 

“The parties are examin- 
ing the question of a meet- 
ing between President 
Shevardnadze and the 
Zviadists. not as representa- 
tives of the government in 
exile but as a simple opposi- 
tion party,” said Mr. 
Tkebuchava. 

Mr. Esaybua wants former 
Gamsakhurdia ally Nemo 
Burchuladze, deputy speak- 


er of Georgian Supreme 
Soviet in 1990-91, to repre- 
sent them at the talks. No 
date or venue had been 
agreed. 

Mr. Tkebuchava said the 
kidnappers knew the with- 
drawal of Russian troops 
from Georgia could not be 
organised overnight and 
ruled out the release of 
Zviadists Jinked to the Feb. 
9 assassination attempt on 
Mr. Shevardnadze. 

Interfax quoted Mr. 
Gakhokidze as saying that 
the talks would continue 
until the hostages were 
released, and ruled out 
launching a raid on the 
farmhouse which is sur- 
rounded by heavily armed 
troops backed by armoured 
vehicles. 

Georgian deputy Khatuna 
Dahoperia, who is taking 
part in the negotiations 
along with Depury Defence 
Committee Chairman Gia 
Jakeli. said; “We will do 
everything we can to 
resolve this question peace- 
fully.” 

In Tbilisi the speaker of 
the Georgian parliament 
Zorab J vanya, number two 
in Georgian hierarchy, said 
he was against concessions 
while the hostages 
remained in captivity. 

“My personal position is 
that there can be no political 
talks with the terrorists, 
only talks on the release of 
the hostages,” he said. 

Mr. Shevardnadze talked 
on the phone with Czech 
President Vaclav Havel and 
his Uruguayan counterpart 
late Saturday to discuss the 
crisis. Tbilisi has come 
under international pressure 
to resolve the standoff 
through negotiations. 



William Job Leavitt, Jr. speaks during a news con- 
ference held outside the Clark County Detention 
Centre in Las Vegas, Nevada (Reuters photo) 


FBI releases one 


suspect in U.S. 
anthrax scare case 


IRA splinter group 
suspected of car-bomb blast 


BELFAST ( AFP) — Police 
suspect that a splinter group 
of the Irish Republican Army 
( IRA ) was behind a car-bomb 
blast outside a Northern 
Ireland police station, sources 
close to the investigation said 
Sunday. 

No one has yet claimed 
responsibility for Friday 
night's blast in the Protestant 
village of Moira, 30 kilome- 
tres west of Belfast, which 
slightly injured 1 1 people. 

According to the sources, 
police have little hard evi- 


dence, but investigators spec- 
ulate that the hardline 
Continuity Army Council 
(CAC) may be behind the 
bombing. 

Sinn Fein leader Milchel 
McLaughlin lent weight to 
this theory Sunday in a televi- 
sion interview in which he 
said “the speculation at the 
moment would appear to 
point towards the Continuity 
Army Council.” 

Britain's Northern Ireland 
Secretary Mo Mowlam 
stressed that hardline factions 


such as the CAC. which 
refuses to respect the IRA 
ceasefire, were bent on derail- 
ing the peace talks. 

“One of the problems we 
have in Northern Ireland is 
the number of groups who are 
not committed to the ceasefire 
— who are in fan intent on 
destroying it," she said. 

Although it only has a few 
dozen members, the CAC has 
a significant operational 
capacity and targeted Moira 
in a similar bombing in 
September 1997. 


LAS VEGAS. Nevada (AFP) 
— The FBI released one of 
the two suspects detained 
under suspicion of carrying 
military-grade anthrax, once 
technicians deteimined that 
the confiscated substance was 
really a harmless anthrax vet- 
erinary vaccine. 

Late Saturday here, the FBI 
’ released William Job Leavitt. 
47, a scientist and former 

I bishop in the Mormon 
church, on his own recogni- 
sance. 

Mr. Leavitt and Larry 
Wayne Harris. 46, were 
arrested here Wednesday fol-. 
lowing a tip from an infor- 
mant that the men were plot-, 
ting some type of attack using 
biological weapons. 

Both Mr. Harris, a member 
of a white supremacist group, 
and Mr. Leavitt were charged 
Thursday with planning to 
use anthrax as a deadly 
weapon. 

Mr. Harris, who was on pro- 
bation for previous crimes, 
will remain behind bars pend- 
ing a detention bearing 
Monday. 

In a statement, the FBI said 
that a test of the substances 
recovered from the men 
“showed the existence of 
traces of harmless anthrax 
used as a veterinary vaccine.” 


'The traces of anthrax 
lacked the DNA material that 
would cause the bacteria to 
form spores and as a result is 
not a toxic pathogen,” accord- 
ing to the statement. 

Mr. Leavitt's attorney 
Lamond Mill said his client 
ended up in trouble because 
the FBI tipster — a man he 
stud was convicted twice for 
extortion — had tried to 
blackmail Mr. Leavitt into 
buying some laboratory 
equipment. Mr. Leavitt 
refused to make the purchase. 

The informant also told 
authorities that Mr. Hams had 
boasted he had enough 
anthrax to “wipe out the city.” 
according to a criminal com- 
plaint. 

In its lethal form, anthrax is 
a bacterium that normally 
strikes livestock. Anthrax 
spores can enter the body 
through the stomach, lungs or 
even small skin lesions. 

It brings on fever, respirato- 
ry failure and septic shock. It 
can kill within a week. 

An experimental anthrax 
vaccine has not been fully 
tested in humans. 

The FBI said it “acted in the 
interests of public safety” by 
arresting the men, because of 
comments they made about 
possessing anthrax. 


Historic desk fetches $415,000 
at Sotheby ’s royalty auction 


Karachi 


NEW YORK (R) — The table 
at which Britain's love-struck 
King Edward Vm signed away 
his throne in 1936 was auc- 
tioned for S4 15,000 in New 
York Saturday, more than eight 
times what Sotheby’s had 
expected. 

The “abdication desk.” a 
George ED mahogany table 
circa 1755, had been estimated 
to sell for between $30,000 and 
$50,000, but rapid-fire bidding 
sent the price over $200,000 
within 30 seconds. 

The desk, with a brass plaque 
inscribed “on this table King 
Edward Vm signed the instru- 
ment of abdication 10.30 a.m. 
on December 10th 1936,” was 
bought by an anonymous bid- 
der by telephone. 

It fetched the highest price of 
any lot yet sold in the nine-day 
auction of items from the Paris 
home of the duke and duchess 
of Windsor. 

The duke became King 
Edward VUI in January 1936 
on the death of his father, 
George V, but abdicated to 
many a divorcee. American 
Wallis Warfield Simpson. 

The couple married in June 
1 937 and spent their lives at the 
forefront of the fashion and 
social worlds. 

Several six-figure lots 
Saturday, the third day of bid- 
ding, included an Aubusson 
carpet ($244,500). a pair of 
Italian neo-classical silver con- 
sole tables and paintings by 
Degas and Chilean artist 
Claudio Bravo. 



youth 
appeals for 
help for wife 


The ‘Abdication Desk’ from which King Edward Vm abdicated the throne of 
England on Dec. 10, 1936, is viewed by visitors to Sotheby's auction house in New 
York February 18, the day before the opening of the auction of the collection of the 
Duke and Duchess of Windsor from their Paris home (Reuters photo) 


For many buyers seeking a 
piece of royal history, money 
was no object 

A Cecil Beaton sketch of the 
duchess serving cocktails sold 
for $178,500, compared with 
its high estimate of $7,000, and 
a signed portrait of Turkey's 
Musiapha Atarurk which 
Sotheby's bad estimated at 
between $200 and $400 
fetched $39,100. 

A Bernard Lorjou lithograph 
inscribed to the duchess and 
estimated ar between $250 and 
$350 was worth $25300 to 
one bidder. 


A set of three shot glasses, 
dubbed “amusing” in the cata- 
logue and estimated at $300 to 
$400, commanded $1380. A 
pair of Austrian cigarette boxes 
put at $600 to $800 went for 
$24,150. 

Other noteworthy lots 
included a pair of empire-style 
fauteuils which sold for 
$145500 — 16 times the high 
estimate — and an untitled 
Andy Warhol painting 
inscribed To The Duchess 
which sold for just under 
$40,000, more than three times 
its high estimate. 


More than 40.000 items from 
the couple’s home are being 
sold by businessman 
Mohammed Fayed father of 
Dodi Fayed who died in a car 
crash with Diana, princess of 
Wales. last year. Proceeds will 
benefit charities supported by 
Dodi Fayed and Diana. 

Sotbeby's estimated the total 
Windsor sale of furniture, 
paintings, decorations, books, 
photographs, coins, medals, 
jewellery and clothing at $5 
million to S7 million, but by 
Saturday the total was already 
at $6,779,058. 


KARACHI (AFP) — A 
Karachi youth who this month 
broke a tribal taboo by secretly 
mar rying an Aftidi P&shtUQ girl 
urged Pakistani authorities 
Sunday not to hand over his 
beloved to her parents, claiming 
they would kill her. 

*1 know die tribal traditions. 
Some are barbaric in nature. If 
the girt is given to them, then 
there will be the death of ray 
love,” 30-year old Kanwar 
Ahsan told AFP. “Let my love 
live. I want my wife aliw.” he 
said as the tribesmen from the 
country’s north warned that 
unless Rifiar Afridi was handed 
over by Sunday the Pashtun 
community would call for a 
nationwide strike. 

The Pash tuns claim Ms. 
Rifiar was abducted by Me 
A hsan, who is from die Urdu- 
speaking Mohajir community. 
They paralysed Karachi with a 
day-long strike on ftb. 1 1 that 
sparked violence in which two 
people died. 

“We both have pledged to 
face any danger” said Mr 
Ahsan. who is now in police 
custody. Police have not yet 
found Ms. Rifiht and sources 
here said she was safe “in pro- 
tective custody.” 

Elders of the Afridi tribe 
including Ms. Rifiat's parents 
now say the gill was already 
married to her cousin Nizabat 
Khan, who has petitioned the 
Sindh High Court for her return. 


Opposition claims another 
town as heavy fighting 




rages north of Kabul 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Afghan opposition troops 
said they captured a strate- 
gic town in a province 
northeast of Kabul Sunday 
after fierce fighting with the 
Taleban militia, the Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP) report- 
ed. 

The private news service 
quoted Abdullah, a 
spokesman for opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood. as saying they 
captured the town of 
Alishang in Laghman 
province Sunday morning. 

Abdullah, who like many 
Afghans goes by one name, 
said the fall of Alishang 
threatened the provincial 
capital Mehtarlam. He said 
the opposition forces. seized 
eight arms and ammunition 
depots and a large quantity 
of heavy weapons from the 
Taleban soldiers. ■ 


Northern 

Afghanistan 


escapes 

casualties 


from Friday 
quake 


KABUL (AFP) — The sec- 
ond earthquake to hit north- 
eastern Afghanistan fins 
month caused little damage 
and no casualties but a full 
assessment has yet to be 
made, an official said 
Sunday. 

A spokesman for the anti- 
Taleban alliance, based close 
to the region raided Friday, 
said almost all local authori- 
ties close to the epicentre had 
been contacted and no reports 
of deaths or damage had been, 
received 

“We have spoken to nearly 
all the authorities by radio in 
the area and the}' have all said 
no people have been killed,” 
said Mohammad Arif in a 
satellite telephone interview. 

Quake-prone northern 
Afghanistan was jolted by a 
powerful earthquake late 
Friday, 16 days after tremors 
devastated some two dozen 
villages in Takbar province 
held by the Afghan opposi- 
tion. An estimated 4500 peo- 
ple died in (he first quake. 

A French observatory' in 
Strasbourg said the magni- 
tude of the latest earthquake 
was 6.8 on the Richter scale. 

Several northern cities in 
neighbouring Pakistan were 
also rocked. The seismologi- 
cal department there said fire 
epicentre was in the Hindu 
Kush mountain range 250 
kilometres north of the city of 
Peshawar bordering 

Afghanistan. The earthquake 
on Feb. 4 was measured at 
5.6 on the scale but the 
destruction in Rostaq district 
near the epicentre was wide- 
spread. 

Mr. Arif, speaking from the 
base of die ousted Kabul gov- 
ernment in the Panjshir valley 
north of Kabul said the 
quake on Friday - was longer 
in duration and lower in 
ground intensity than the 
massive quake that struck the 
area more than two weeks 


ago. 

He said tremors hit' ah area 
around 120 idknnetres south 
of Rostaq. 

“The earthquake was very 
strong in southern 
Badakhshan but because it 
was not a sudden shock-like 
in Rostaq people could get 
out of their houses in time’ 1 
he explained. 

“There are reports of cracks, 
in houses and soroe-icjeries 
from felling firings but feanks 
to God that is all” he sakl 

Aid workers based in 
Rostaq, busy coordinating 
relief efforts for the victims of 
the month's first earthquake, 
added dial they also had 
received no reports of further 
casualties. 

“So far there is no news of 
more casualties around here 
but because of the early tim- 
ing of the quake we hope less 
people were in their homes,” 
an official from die 


International Committee of 
the Red Cross said. 


There was no independent 
confirmation of the report 

AJP said the fighting, 
which erupted two days 
ago, intensified Sunday and 
Taleban aircraft bombed the 
rival forces to try to prevent 
their advance. It said 32 
Taleban and opposition sol- 
diers had been killed so far 
and more than 50 injured. 

The news service said the 
Taleban casualties were 
brought to the eastern city 
of ‘Jalalabad while fresh 
Taleban fighters were 
moved Sunday to reinforce 
the fundamentalist militia 
in Laghman. 

Mr. Masood’s forces 
launched the attack in 
Laghman province late 
Friday. Saturday AIP, quot- 
ing opposition sources, said 
the district of Daulatshah 
fell to the attackers. 

Opposition sources claim 


the local population 
backing their forces.. They 
said 150 Taleban soldiers; 
were captured in the first" 
assault late Friday. . 

AIP said Taleban source?^ " 
in Jalalabad confirmed thagf 
a local commander affiedtfij- 
the Islamic militia, switehep- 
sides after being bribed ^ 
the opposition, leading 
clashes in the area. ’ 'W" 

The. heavy fighting Jg:V 
I.jghman was the first fir- 
several months in fife 

region, considered the 

Taleban 's stronghold; 

The Islamic militia con- 
trols two-thirds - of 

Afghanistan, including the 
capital Kabul. An opposi- 
tion alliance headed by 
ousted president 

Burbanuddin Rabbani 
holds the north of the coiin- 


Villagers flee to border 


after fresh fighting erupts 


in western Cambodia 


BANGKOK (AFP) — About 
1 300 Cambodian villagers fled 
to fee Thai border opposite Sa 
Kacw province after a heavy 
firefight between rival 
Cambodian armies broke out 
early Sunday morning, sources 
said. 

Nong Jan village headman 
Som Chai told AFP that forces 
loyal to ousted Hist Rune 
Minister Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh attacked govern- 
ment positions near Nong Jan, 
Thmar Puok district, about 
3:30 aju. (2030 Saturday 
GMT). 

He said about 100 royalist 
troops armed wife rocket pro- 
pelled grenades, mortars and 
machine guns launched fee 
surprise attack under fee com- 
mand of FUNCINPEC Major 
General Lay Vrrak. 

Lay Vnak’s men withdrew 
after about two hours of fierce 
fighting, leaving one soldier 
dead and three others injured. 
Two civilians died and eleven 


more — mostly women — suf- 
fered injuries, Som Chai said 

Forces loyal to the rival 
Cambodian premiers have 
been fighting since Second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen ousted 
Prince Ranariddh from Phnom 
Penh during bloody streetlights 
in July last year. 

FUNCINPEC troops have 
been defending their main 
stronghold ar O'Smach on fee 
northern border with Thailand 
since August, protected by hiOs 
and thick minefields. 

Thai military officers said die 
latest attack would not delay 
plans to open the border check- 
point between the Sa Kaew 
provincial centre of 
Aranyapraihet and Poitpetjn 
Cambodia. v. ; 

Colonel Daetsak Sirikul said- 
fee fighting was Ear enough 
away from die checkpoint to 
pose no danger to traders and 
travellers who would be 
allowed to cross from 
Wednesday as planned. 


Third Bosnian Serb 
war crimes suspect 
to surrender 


BELGRADE (R) — Bosnian 
Serb Simo Zaric, one of six 
men from Saroac wanted for 
trial tty the Hague war crimes 
tribunal -will surrender to the 
court Tuesday, his lawyer was 
quoted as saying Sunday. 

Mr. .Zaric will voluntarily 
turn himself in to the authori- 
ties of the Bosnian Serb 
Republic in Samac so that he 
can go to the Hague to prove 
his innocence, fee Yugoslav 
News Agency Tanjug quoted 
Me Zaric’s lawyer, Branislav 
Rsarevic, as saying. 

Mr. Zaric was expected to 
turn himself in last weekend 
together wife Miroslav Tadic, 
60, and Milan Simic, 40, the 
first Bosnian Serb indicates to 
surrender voluntarily to U.S. 
diplomats and troops of the 
NATO Peacekeeping Forces 


(SFOR). 

He delayed his surrender; cit- 
ing technical and legal reasons. 

'T will tum myself in to fee 
tribunal as soon as I am ready 
and once a couple of legal mat- 
ters clear up,” Me Zaric was 
quoted as saying last week. 

Mr. Zaric, Me Tadic, Me 
S imic and three more Bosnian 
Serbs from Samac were indict- 
ed for allegedly helping to set 
up detention camps and organ- 
ise the ethnic cleansing of 
Bosnian Groats and Muslims 
when fee Bosnian war broke 
out in 1992. 

Me Tadic and Me Simic, 
who arrived at fee tribunal’s 
detention ( centre in 
Scheveningen near fee Hague 
last Sunday, pleaded not guilty 
to the charges Tbesday. 


UNDP chief visits Rwanda 


KIGALI (AFP) — The admin- 
istrator of fee United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) James Spefe began a 
visit Sunday to Rwanda wife a 
view to establishing contacts 
wife political leaders there. 

A UNDP statement on Me 
S pefe's visit said he would also 
make stops in Burundi and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
before departing Monday. 

“The purpose of his visit is to 
establish personal contacts wife 
political leaders of the region," 
said the statement for this U.N. 
body, which coordinates all 
UN. activities in Rwanda. 

Mir. Spefe also aims to “hear 
from gov ernmen t s what they 
expect from (he United Nations 
and die UNDP as their partners 
in the rehabOitatiou/reconstruc- 
tion process.” noted the press 
release. 

The UNDP administrator is 


also part of a U.N. working 
group on the Great Lakes 
region, recently established by 
fee U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan. 

According to fee statement, 
“fee outcomes of fee trip are 
expected to critically contribute 
to fee elaboration of strategy for 
the United Nations in fee Great 
Lakes region.” 

Me Spefe's visit closely fol- 
lows feat of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights Sadako Ogata to 
Rwanda to discuss fee plight of 
fee thousands of refugees there, 
many of whom fled fee former 
Zaire. 

The UNDP works wife over 
150 governments for fester eco- 
nomic growth and to promote 
better livin g standards around 
fee wcrid. The UJSL’s perma- 
nent representative in. Rwanda 
is OmarBakhet 
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ROME (R) — The case of 
two mafia bosses who 
became fathers despite 
being in jail under a tough 
ivofation regime has turned 
up the heat on a controver- 
sial Italian decision to relax 
prison rules for mobsters. 

The apparently improba- 
ble fatherhood feat, man- 
aged by brothers Giuseppe 
and Filippo Graviano. caine 
to light just as a government 
decree quietly eased the six- 
year-old “41 bis” rules 
under which most danger- 
ous mafiosi have been held. 

it also coincided with a 
fresh round of violence of 
the Naples mafia, the 
Camorra, in the southern 
port cily. pulling the spot- 
light once again on Italy’s 
uphill banle to beat organ- 
ised crime. Eleven people 
have died in the past two 
weeks. 

The -“41 bis*" system; 
introduced after the maria 
Borders of star magistrates 
Giovanni Falcone and Paolo 
Borsellino in 1992. Isolated 
bosses from each other, 
gave them two hours* fresh 
air a day and put them 
behind glass when their 
families visited. 

The constitutional court 
ruled last November that, 
while legitimate, the severe 
regime should not prevent 
reeducation of mafiosi. 
That, magistrates say. made 
change almost inevitable. 

The new, softer “41 bis” 
— its name comes from the 
relevant paragraph in the 
prison code — will allow 
bosses to meet other 
mafiosi during “fresh air” 
breaks, which will be 
increased to four hours a 
day from two. 

Mafiosi will also be 
allowed to play football 


with other prisoners, use the 
library, see social workers 
for therapy and meet any 
children they have under 
age 1 2 with no glass screen. 

Justice Minister Giovanni 
Maria Flick, in a news con- 
ference Friday at which 
details were announced, 
described the softening as a 
series of measures “to 
humanise detention.” 

“No one is lowering their 
guard or weakening the 
fight against the mafia he 
said, adding the steps had 
been taken to ensure that a 
"41 bis” system could be 
allowed to continue while 
making it conform to the 
constitutional court's rul- 
ing. 

A circular, signed by pris- 
ons Director Alessandro 
Margara. explained that 
controls would ‘be stepped 
up and family visits video 
recorded to maintain stan- 
dards. 

But magistrates dre Up in 
arms. 

•These new rules no 
longer guarantee the separa- 
tion of the most dangerous 
mafiosi, indeed, it makes it 
easier for them to be in 
touch with the outside 
world,” said Antonio 
lngroia, a Palermo prosecu- 
tor and former lieutenant of 
Borsellino. 

“It seems to me as though 
the slate is giving the 
impression of lowering its 
guard in the fight against 
the mafia 

Italy's national anti-mafia 
prosecutor. Pier Luigi 
Vigna. told La Repubblica 
new spaper Saturday he saw 
"a danger.” 

"Just when we're trying 
with video conferences to 
stop detainees under special 
regimes from meeting each 


other while on their way to 
court, contacts inside jail 
could become a way for 
bosses to pass on mes- 
sages." he said. 

Francescu Onorulo, a 
mafia turncoat, testified to 
having heard mafia boss of 
bosses Sa/vatore Riina say 
during a pause in a trial in 
1495: The milk can be 
done” — meaning an offi- 
cial whose name was simi- 
lar to a milk brand could 
now be killed. 

The new video conference 
system will enable collabo- 
rators as well as senior 
bosses to “attend" a trial 
w'ithout leaving jail. 

Luca Tescaroli was one of 
the prosecutors in (he trial 
of top mafia bosses who 
packed explosives under a 
highway outside Palermo 
and blew up Falcone, the 
magistrate who made 
unprecedented inroads into 
the mafia . and cracked its 
: deadly code of "omena" or 
silence. He, too. slammed 
the ”4 1 his" changes. 

“We mustn’t make the 
perennial mistake of con- 
sidering the mafia an emer- 
gency topic whereas it is, in 
fact, an endemic plague dial 
has to be combated system- 
atically," Mr. Tescaroli said. 

Magistrates, meanwhile, 
have opened an investiga- 
tion into the Graviano 
fatherhood case. 

The babies, both named 
Michele after their grandfa- 
ther. were bom last June 
and August while the 
fathers were under ”41 bis”. 

Media repons said the 
mothers — who married the 
brothers in jail — became 
pregnant after artificial 
insemination using sperm 
stored in a clinic abroad 
before Lhe arrests. 
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Indonesia ban on street 
protests comes into effect 
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JAKARTA (Ri — A 25-dav 
ban oo street protests went into 
elfect in Indonesia Sunday as 
human righLs activists said five 
people were killed and 13 
reported missing in rioting 
across die country this month. 

Interior Minister Yogie 
Manet last week issued the 
ban on street protests for a peri- 
od stretching from seven days 
before to seven days after the 
ona-in-five-years general 
assembly of the People’s 
Consultative Assembly (MPR) 
on March 1-1 1. 

The order was issued as 
unrest mounted in the nation of 
200 million people, facing iLS 
worst financial crisis in 
decades. Mobs angered by ris- 
ing prices of food have 
attacked and burned shops in at 
least a score of towns tn recent 
weeks. 

Officials said tens of thou- 
sands of police and troops have 
been placed on alert in and 
around the capital Jakarta, 
when: the MPR session will 
reelect President Suharto for a 
seventh five-year term on 
March 9. 

There has been no major 
unrest in Jakarta despite ten- 
sions elsewhere in the country- 

“In accordance with the law, 
it is forbidden for community 
groups to have street protests as 
a regulation issued by the inte- 


rior minister says demonstra- 
tions arc forbidden from seven 
days before (the MPR) until 
seven days after. It starts 
today.” ” Jakarta military 
spokesman Lieutenant- 

Colonel DJ. Nachrowi said. 

'The security forces will take 
firm action in accordance with 
lhe law- against those who 
undertake street protests... 
I which l disturb community life 
and simultaneously cause dis- 
order for the MPR session.” 
Col. Nachrowi said 

He was not immediately able 
to say if political meetings or 
indoor gatherings were still 
allowed, and one Jakarta 
activist group said it was plan- 
ning to hold a 30-minute 
“silent protest" in Jakarta 
Monday in a symbolic gesture 
of defiance. 

However. Col. Nachrowi 
added that the Jakarta military 
command had not reached the 
sta^e of security forces in east 
and central Java, which had 
issued “shoot on the spot 
orders after outbreaks of vio- 
lence. 

'’Firm action does not mean 
shoot on the spot. We have a 
process of escalation. First we 
prohibit something, then wc 
give a warning and then we act 
according to the law,” he s;tid 
without elaborating. 

But Col. Nachrowi xud up to 


Sunday conditions had been 
very good in Jakarta and there 
were no problems. 

The uflQcial Antara news 
agency reported Sunday that 
Jakarta police spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Edward 
Aritonang had called un the 
community to ignore f:ike 
pamphlets saying free rice 
would be given out at die par- 
liament building where die 
MPR is to hold its session. 

“I checked with the parlia- 
meniaiy secretariat and they 
have not issued a circular say- 
ing they would give out free 
rice. So I hope the community 
will not trust these pamphlets 
bearing the MPR logo” Cof. 
Aritonang told reporters. 

The Jakarta Post newspaper 
Sunday quoted three activist 
t>n>ups as saying in a joint 
Malcment that riots broke out in 
20 towns across the nation as 
prices soared. 

Troops opened lire in two 
kiwi is last week, killing live 
people and injuring 10, the 
Indonesian Legal Aid Institute, 
lhe Independent Election 
Monitoring committee and die 
Institute for Policy Research 
;uid Advix-acy said. 

The groups aLso said 1 3 peo- 
ple were missing, including 
two officials from non-govern- 
ment oiganisations and 1 1 stu- 
dents. 
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Would-be PM on hunger strike 
as violence hits Indian polls again 


NEW DELHI (AFP> — 

The top candidate lu 
become India's next prime 
minister vowed Sunday to 
continue a political hunger 
strike as the world's largest 
democracy voted during 
the second phase of vio- 
lence-marred national elec- 
tions. 

Seven more deaths were 
recorded Sunday, along 
with around 30 during the 
first day of voting on Feb. 
16, as hundreds of thou- 
sands of police and para- 
military personnel were 
deployed nationwide. 

The trouble surrounding 
Sunday’s balloting, involv- 
ing 200 million eligible 
voters, was overshadowed 
by a “fast-umo-dcath" by 
Aral Behari Vajpayee. 

The leader of the coun- 
try's largest party, the right- 
wing Hindu nationalist BJP 
l Bharatiya Janata Party, 
Indian People’s Pam/, 
announced the protest after 
a BJP coalition government 


in the key stale o! L'tlaf 
Pradesh was sacked 
Saturday after it fragment- 
ed and lost its majority. 

The decision immediate- 
ly ted to a legal appeal by 
rite nationalists and a war 
of words between rhe 
nation's top contenders for 
power. 

The BJP — expected to 
win most seats in the ongo- 
ing national polls but to tall 
short of a majority — told a 
court Sunday that the dis- 
missal was illegal. 

The party also appealed 
to the national president to 
intervene to “end the con- 
tinued defilement and deni- 
gration of the constitution.” 

Analysts sjid the affair 
undermined nationalist 
pledges to hnng political 
stability to India. 

The polls, to elect the 
country’s fifth government 
within tuo years, are due to 
end March 7. The BJP is 
forecast to top the polls 
ahead of the once -domi- 


nant Congress and an out- 
going multi-party coalition. 

Sunday '» polling was for 
183 constituencies, with 
222 decided on ihe opening 
day. 

the BJP is currently 
looking for support for a 
Vajpayee-led coalition. 

The Congress has been 
rejuvenated by a campaign 
by Sonia Gandhi, the 
widow of former premier 
Rajiv Gandhi. It and the 
coalition are expected to 
team up to try to stop the 
nationalists coming to 
power. 

The 7! -year-old 

Vajpayee, who flew to the 
capital Irom Lucknow in 
L’ttar Pradesh Sunday, said 
he would fast until the stale 
BJP government was rein- 
stated. The dismissal is ... 
unconstitutional and unde- 
mocratic," he said. 

He said fair elections had 
been India's hallmark. 
Saturday’s sacking was "a 
devious conspiracy” and it 


was his “moral responsibil- 
ity” to oppose it. 

The Congress and coali- 
tion parties argued that the 
sacking by the stale gover- 
nor, the Indian president’s 
appointee, was justified 
since the BJP administra- 
tion could no longer com- 
mand a majority. 

Congress President 
Sitaram Kesri described 
Mr. Vajpayee's action as 
“cheap drama." 

The nationalists are 
accused by their rivals of 
planning a theocracy in 
place of the secular consti- 
tution. 

L'liar Pradesh, with 140 
million people, is the polit- 
ical heart of India, provid- 
ing eight of its 12 prime 
ministers. The state author- 
ities announced a security 
alert Sunday following 
Saturday’s developments. 

Elect ion -related deaths 
were reported in several 
> tales, including four — all 
in clashes between political 


activists — in eastern 
Bihar. India’s most lawless 
state. 

A policeman was shot 
while on patrol in Orissa 
state on the east coast by 
suspected left-wing 
extremists opposed io the 
elections. In West Bengal, 
bandits reportedly killed 
twp villagers near the bor- 
der with Bangladesh. 

About 30 election-related 
killings, plus fraud and 
intimidation of voters dur- 
ing the first leg of voting, 
led to 1,400 areas being 
ordered to organise new 
polls after the Feb. 16 vot- 
ing. 

Most affected areas were 
in Bihar. Results in Patna, 
the state capital, were 
declared null and void, as 
they were in 1991 elec- 
tions. 

There were also reports 
of armed clashes Sunday in 
the southern Indian state of 
Andhra Pradesh. 


Japan failed satellite deals blow to space programme 


TOKYO (K) — Japan's 
space agency said Sunday a 
niuhimillion dollar commu- 
nications satellite is still 
inoperable after a domesti- 
cally-developed rocket 
failed to send it into a prop- 
er orbit Saturday. 

The agency is investigat- 
ing why its H-2 rocket did 
not complete a second stage 
hum that scuttled the mis- 
sion. 

The failure comes at an 
inauspicious (ime for 
Japan's fledgling and 
expensive National Space 
Development Agency. 

Japan’s space agency was 
trying to turn the comer 
from being an expensive 
government project to a 
commercially viable satel- 
lite launching operation. 

NASDA is also responsi- 
ble for putting the Japanese 
government’s next genera- 


tion of digital broadcast 
satellites inru orbit around 
2uuo. 

All of Japan's terrestrial 
networks are gearing up for 
the launch of die new BS-4 
satellite because the> will 
have been allotted one digi- 
tal channel for nationwide 
broadcasting. 

Saturday, a Japanese H-2 
rocket failed to launch the 
satellite it was carry ing after 
its second stage burned for 
too short a time, NASDA 
said. 

It was the first time an H- 
2 rocket, Japan's first major 
rocket developed entirely 
with domestic technology, 
had failed. 

The two-stage H-2 rocket 
blasted tiff from 
Tanegashima Space Centre 
in Kagoshima prefecture, 
southwestern Japan, about 
1,000 km southwest of 


Tokyo, Saturday afternoon 
and released the satellite 
into space. 

But the communications 
and broadcasting test satel- 
lite could not be put into the 
geostationary orbit as 
scheduled because of the 
second-stage rocket failure, 
it said. 

The second stage was sup- 
posed to bum twice. But it 
burned properly for five 
minutes the first time, and 
then only for 44 seconds the 
second time, compared to 
die scheduled three minutes, 
it saiJ. 

Science and Technology 
Agency Director Sadakazu 
Tanigaki said that he was 
shocked by the failed satel- 
lite launch and pledged a 
thorough investigation into 
the causes. 

”1 take this seriously,” Mr. 
Tanigaki told a new-s confer- 


ence at Tanegashima Space 
Centre after the failed 
launch. 

“It's a big shock because a 
series of h-2 rocket launches 
had been near perfect to 
date. I believe it is my 
responsibility to shed light 
on the cause of the failure in 
order to leam a lesson for 
the next launch.” he said. 

The 46.2 billion yen ($360 
million). 2.2-tonne satellite, 
called comets or “kake- 
ha.shi," (bridge) in Japanese, 
is one of the world’s largest 
satellites. It carries a mobile 
antenna and advanced 
niubile communications 
equipment. 

The satellite was sched- 
uled to be used for experi- 
ments in new satellite 
broadcasting services, such 
as wide-band high-defini- 
tion TV and regional broad- 
casting. 


Other countries, such as 
the United States. Russia 
and China, created commer- 
cial launching operations 
out of technology developed 
for the military, but Japan’s 
military activities and bud- 
get are limited by its post- 
war pacifist constitution. 

Yet despite the lack of 
commercial launches so far. 
Japanese companies have 
quietly been developing 
expertise in the hope of tap- 
ping some of the potentially 
huge market. Rocket system 
corp, which was established 
to produce rockets and pro- 
vide launch services for 
NASDA. is now marketing 
its services globally. 

Mitsubishi 'Electric Cbrp 
6503. It is aiming to become 
the first Japanese company 
to .market satellites com- 
mercially. 


Australian 
army not to 
be used in 
Indonesia 
riots 


CANBERRA (R I — Australian 
troops would not be used to put 
down rioting in Indonesia. 
Australian Defence Minister Ian 
McLachlan said Sunday. 

Mr. McLachlan said a securi- 
ty treaty between the two coun- 
tries signed in cariy 1996 did not 
require Australia to help 
Indonesia deal with civil unrest. 

'That treaty on security really 
requires us to consult in the 
event of those challenges," Mr. 
Mcl-achlan lukl Channel Nine 
television in an interview. 

"Whether they arc internal or 
external (problems) ... the 
requirement is to consult 1 don’t 
believe it requires us to do any- 
thing else." 

But lie repeated Prime 
Minister John Howard’s com- 
ment last week that Australia 
was concerned about 
Indonesia's ability to cope with 
social unrest stemming from its 
economic crisis. 

"We are concerned about 
them. They arc our closest 
friend, closest geographical 
friend,” Mr. McLachlan said 
“We are w<oridng voy liard with 
them. They haw some terriWe 
problems." 

Indonesia is suffering its won 
economic crisis in dec a d es , with 
the collapse of the rupiah cur- 
rency and serious drought caus- 
ing prices and unemployment to 
soar. 

Riots over loud price rises 
have erupted across the nation in 
recent weeks, with ethnic 
Chinese who control nuist of lhe 
country's commerce being tar- 
geted 

The sudden upheaval has 
prompted Ausiralia to review its 
Strategic policies, which are 
bused on an economically 
booming Asia and a suble 
Indonesia acting as a buffer to 
Australia's north. 




Exclusive office building in upmarket location 
located in Shmisani opposite Housing Bank Center. 



Sophisticated deseign 
inside and out with 1 500 
sq. meters open plan 
office space. 

The 5 floor building has 
a high quality finish and 
no inside columns. 

i: 

Double glazed, fully air 
conditioned and central 
heated, 2 elevators 
, basement parking 
space(300 sq. meters) 
.remote controlled 
entrances and lighting, 
fire escape, high tech 
burglar alarms and fire 
alarms. 


For further information's contact : 



Abdoun Real Estate 


5920605 - 5920609 - 5930605 and 07930007 
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Deal signals solution 


THE NEWS coming out of Baghdad yester- 
day spoke of a breakthrough in UJV. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan’s attempts to 
avert a military showdown as a way of tack- 
ling the Iraq crisis. The atmosphere of opti- 
mism that immediately prevailed in the 
region upon hearing the news, however, was 
tempered by the scepticism that filtered out 
of Washington. Clinton administration offi- 
cials were reported to be sceptical on two 
counts. The first was that they needed to 
hear about the deal from Mr. Annan himself 
and only after he left Baghdad. The second 
was about whether the U.S., rather than the 
U.N., intended to accept the terms of the 
deal. 

The U.S. secretary of state, Madeleine 
Albright, had reacted to the “good news” 
emerging from Baghdad just before the deal 
was officially announced by saying that her 
country first needed to assess whatever Mr. 
Annan had agreed on with the Iraqi gov- 
ernment in light of “our national interests.” 

Her statement thus posed a crucial ques- 
tion. Has the latest crisis in the Gulf been 
about U.S. interests in the region or over 
Baghdad’s defiance of the U.N. Security 
Council resolutions? Ms. Albright’s 
remarks were in sharp contrast with a dec- 
laration by tbe British foreign secretary, 
Robin Cook, who suggested that if Baghdad 
signed an agreement with the U.N. chief and 
abided by its terms it could see the sanctions 
lifted ‘in the fairly near future." 

The international community is eager to 
hear that the parties involved in the crisis 
will be talking about international legitima- 
cy and not their own narrow self-interests. 
In the knowledge that the U.S. knows where 
its best interests lie we do not think a perpe- 
tration of the conflict or a military strike 
against Iraq can serve the purpose of 
America’s allies or this region’s peoples. 
Thus if Ms. Albright is not going to listen to 
what some of her own people are saying she 
should try to see the “writing on the wall 
"elsewhere outside the U.S. 

In any and all cases, the news from 
Baghdad last night gives us true hope that 
scepticism by the Americans or otherwise 
will soon turn not just into optimism but 
also into a lasting solution for the crisis. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab A1 Yawm’s Mohammad Subeihi said the 
Friday mosque preachers should dedicate their sermons 
to current affairs and issues of concern to the public 
rather ihan petty issues. The whole Middle East is fac- 
ing grave dangers with the threat of war on Iraq and 
Israel's ongoing repression against the Palestinian peo- 
ple. but preachers choose to talk about fires during 
happy occasions and weddings or other matters that do 
not appeal to the worshippers, said the writer. He said 
that the “boring” sermons rend to drive away worship- 
pers, many of whom avoid arriving at the mosque 
before the’end of the sermon. The preachers, who are 
appointed by the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, 
should follow the example of the government which has 
been calling for national unity and preparedness to deal 
with any situation resulting from possible military oper- 
ations in the Gulf. Subeihi said. He called on the 
preachers to follow the example of the companions of 
the Prophet Mohammad who used to turn the mosque 
prayers into a weekly Islamic conference dedicated to 
important issues affecting public life. 


A1 Dustour’s Mohammad Daoud said everyone in 
Jordan, including the government and the opposition 
parties, agrees on the need to support the Iraqi people, 
but it seems there is a difference in the manner of 
expressing such support. .Although there is no actual 
need to stage demonstrations to show solidarity with 
the Iraqi people, there should not be such government 
insistence on banning marches, especially if they are 
held peacefully. Daoud said. The government should 
have taken measures to prevent disturbances, but it 
ought first to have allowed people to demonstrate in an 
organised manner, added the writer. Now that distur- 
bances have occurred the two sides must resort to rea- 
son and logic and open dialogue leading to an agree- 
ment on ways to deal with any consequences resulting 
from a military strike on Iraq, he said. Daoud said, 
despite the violence in Ma’an there is still room for dia- 
logue, and there is time for the opposition groups to 
give up their determination to defy the government and 
save the country' from further acts of violence. The 
writer said national interests must be placed above all 
other considerations, and the various parties should 
stand united in the face of all eventualities. 


Economic Review 



Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


All the president’s women 


PRESIDENT BILL Clintori may 
prove to be the best president the 
United States has had in its recent his- 
tory. yes, including some favourites 
such as Ronald Reagan and George 
Bush — especially for women and 
minorities. And should he accept a 
peaceful solution to the Iraqi inspec- 
tion crisis, the world will have been 
treated to exceptionally wise U.S. 
leadership that mirrors tbe soul of a 
kinder, gentler nation something 
which past leaderships have spoken 
about, but enforced with bloodshed. 

Clinton has done more for women 
and minorities in America than his 
conservative predecessors have. Both 
the Reagan and Bush administrations 
amassed trillions of dollars worth of 
government debt which they spent not 
on upholding "family values" or 
repairing the human and physical 
infrastructure of the United States, but 
on war machinery and back-breaking 
schemes aimed at destroying fictitious 
foreign devils and evil empires. 

In his heyday, George Bush spoke of 
family values and how be wanted to 
create a stronger family in the United 
States. However, to create the condi- 
tions that are necessary for the wealth- 
iest country in the history of 
man/womankind to enhance the role 
and unity of the family in society 
would have cost the American govern- 
ment almost US$14 billion. 

This money would have been spent 
-on creating - daycare centres for the * 
children of working women and giv- 
ing longer maternity leaves to women 
instead of the two- week sick (not 
maternity) leave that was legally 
allowed. iThe u.S. is behind the rest 
of the world in this regard where one- 


third of the countries of the world 
grant women more than three months 
of paid maternity leave: Hungary 
grants 24 weeks, Italy five months, 
Canada 17 weeks, Spain and Romania 
16 weeks, and Jordan 12 weeks.) The 
women of America had to leave their 
two-week old babies with women they 
hardly knew while they went to work. 

Marriages also suffered under the 
guidance of the conservative leader- 
ship, and divorce rates skyrocketed as 
the economic pressure against the 
family mounted. It is not a secret thar 
many couples that were on welfare 
decided not to marry so that women 
would not lose their welfare privileges 
and thus opted to remain "in sin," only 
to satisfy the strict rules of the non- 
caring conservatives. 

Even school lunches, a scheme that 
was started under the Johnson admin- 
istration to provide children with 
school lunches, did not escape the 
“mercy” of the conservatives. Under 
the Reagan administration it was 
decided that ketchup was not a 
“condiment” but was in fact a veg- 
etable. Thus, the school lunch /which 
according to the Food and Drug 
Administration was already high in 
fat) became more saturated, and the 
malnourished children of the poor suf- 
fered more. Yes, the -children of 
America received no mercy when it 
came to budget cuts. Still, no one suf- 
fered more than single mothers whose 
numbers increased with the onslaught 
of the recession -creating tactics of 
Reagan and Bush. 

On the other hand while universi- 
ties and learning institutions saw their 
budgets cut as the conservative touted 
the banner that education was not a 
public good and therefore should be 


completely private, arms dealers 
worldwide became rich as tax dollars 
went to support some anti-communist 
cause here and there. Under the 
Clinton administration, the earnings 
gap between the earnings of a typical 
white .American household ($46000) 
and that of an .African American 
household (S23000) closed slightly as 
more African Americans received 
more and better-paying jobs. 
Minorities in general fared better 
under Clinton than they have under 
tbe admi nistrations of the last tWO 
decades. 

Under the Clinton administration, 
and in spite of the conservative-con- 
trolled Congress, women saw their 
family leaves expand to 12 weeks 
under tbe 1993 Family and Medical 
Leave Act. Clinton spoke of informa- 
tion superhighways and the "global 
vill ag e.** not Star Wars and Desert 
Storm. Under this administration 
women in America have done well, 
spending on education has risen, and 
public health schemes have made 
respectable progress in spite of the 
death of more humane schemes under 
the scalpel of a conservative 
Congress. 

What remains to be seen is if the 
Clinton administration will be as good 
for women around the world as it has 
been for women in the U.S. It has 
given, so far. a brighter, gentler mean- 
ing to “world leadership"; maybe it is 
time to shun the ways of past adminis- 
trations in dealing with the Middle 
East The children and women of Iraq 
have suffered enough as a result of the 
Gulf conflict, regardless of who is to 
blame. 



The law that ‘stifles’ free opinion 
and has Roger Garoudy on trial 


By Pascal B. Kanny 


THE WELL-KNOWN 
French author Roger 
Garoudy is presently on trial 
before a French court in Paris 
for having contested the 
number of six million Jews 
allegedly killed by Nazi 
Germany and doubted the 
existence of gas chambers for 
exterminating the Jews dur- 
ing World War II (his book 
“Les mythes fondateurs de la 
politique Israelienne" refers). 

Mr. Garoudy is on trial by 
virtue of the Gayssot Law 
dated May 3, 1990. This law 
adds to the law on the 
Freedom of the Press of 
1881, another paragraph 
24bis which provides, inter 
alia, as follows: “Shall be 
liable to the penalties stipu- 
lated in paragraph 6 of 
Article 24 all persons who 
would contest die existence 
of one or more crimes com- 
mitted against humanity as 
defined in Article 6 of the 
Charter of the International 
Military Tribunal annexed to 
the London Agreement of 
August 1946.” 

Article 6 of the Nuremberg 
International Military tri- 
bunal provides, inter alia,: 
“The following acts, or any 
of them, are crimes coming 
within the jurisdiction of the 
Tribunal for which shall be 
individual responsibility": 
(a) Crimes against peace (b) 
War Crimes (c) Crimes 
against humanity: namely 
murder, extermination, 
enslavement deportation and 
other inhumane acts commit- 
ted against any civilian popu- 
lation.” (See Cases and 
Materials on International 
Law by DJ. Harris). 


It should be pointed out 
that many members of the 
French National Assembly 
including in particular 
Jacques Chirac the president 
of the Republic, contested 
the Gayssot Law on the 
ground that it suppresses the 
expression of opinion and 
prevents research on histori- 
cal facts including those on 
the so-called Holocaust. In 
particular Mr. Touban a 
member of the National 
Assembly stated that he had 
impugned the principle upon 
which the Gayssot Law was 
based, because it determines 
historical truth by a law 
instead of being decided by 
history itself. History brings 
out the truth and it is not for 
the law to impose it. This 
Law, Touban adds, “leads us 
unconsciously to penalise 
political and opinion 
offences. Thus this law con- 
stitutes a legal and political 
error. One year after the pass- 
ing of the law we could now 
examine in a cool-headed 
manner the validity of this 
law mid the inopportune and 
inappropriate offence which 
it lays down.” 

The Gayssot Law relied on 
the conclusions of the 
Nuremberg International 
Military Tribunal but its 
greatest defect is in its pro- 
ceedings in that the tribunal 
did not adopr the legal rules 
and procedure with respect to 
proof and conviction of the 
accused which are normally 
applied by ordinary courts of 
law. 

Let us see what Mr. 
Garoudy has said about the 
Jewish Holocaust to make 
him liable under the Gayssot 
Law. To begin with it should 


be observed that the term 
Holocaust was the brain- 
child of the Jewish author 
Elie Wiesel following the 
publication of his book enti- 
tled “The Night" in 1958. 
The term became popular 
especially after the projec- 
tion of the film “The 
Holocaust” Garoudy says 
the purpose of the film was to 
show that the crime against 
the Jews was an exceptional 
event and cannot possibly be 
compared with the massacres 
of other Nazi victims not 
even with any other crimes 
recorded in ancient or mod- 
em history. It is alleged that 
the sufferings and death of 
the Jews have a sacrificial 
character and are clothed 
with divinity similar to tbe 
crucifixion and death of 
Jesus Christ according to 
Christian theology, thus the 
martyrdom of the Jews 
became "irreducible” in 
respect to any other and by 
its sacrificial character was 
considered divine. Indeed a 
rabbi went so far as to say 
that “The Creation of the 
State of Israel is the response 
of God to the Holocaust.” 

Mr. Garoudy goes on to 
argue that the assassination 
of one innocent person 
whether he is a Jew or not 
constitutes a crime against 
humanity. And if the number 
of victims is of no impor- 
tance in this regard why 
should we therefore cling, for 
more than 50 years, to the 
fatidic number of six mil- 
lions. 

On tbe other hand we do 
not treat as unimpeachable 
the number of victims of 
non-Jews in Katyn, Dresden 
or those of Hiroshima and 


Nagasaki and to which no 
golden number was given 
while the number of six mil- 
lion was made sacrosanct In 
point of fact different num- 
bers are put forward by histo- 
rians and research bodies. 
For example the American 
Year Book No. 5702 of 1941- 
1942 states that after the 
maximum expansion of Nazi 
Germany including Russia 
and Germany itself in 1941, 
there were in Europe three 
million, one hunched ten 
thousand and seven hundred 
twenty (3,110.720). Where 
do the six million come from 
Garoudy asks, and adds one 
cannot fight the Nazi horrors 
by pious lies but by truth 
which is the best indictment 
of barbarity. 

In other words Garoudy did 
not deny the killing of the 
Jews by the Nazis nor its hor- 
ror, but contested the exag- 
gerated number. Even the 
new Israeli historians them- 
selves do not agree on the 
exact number of the Nazi 
Jewish victims. 

The trial of Garoudy in 
Paris is indeed a surprise to 
all the lovers, of freedom and 
seekers of truth in as opposed 
to myths. And it is the more 
astonishing that France, 
which is well-known in the 
world for its liberty and free- 
dom of expression and opin- 
ion since the French 
Revolution, should have 
accepted and tolerated such 
legislation as the Gayssot 
Law. The law is likely to sti- 
fle free opinion and suppress 
genuine research on the 
question of crimes against 
humanity not in France only 
but in other countries which 
may follow suit. 
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High court rulings 
and constitutionality 


By Waked M. Sadi 


IN ACTUAL terms, the recent High Court of Justice ruling 
nullify ing the amendments to the 1993 Press and Publications 
Law was not a judicial breakthrough as first thought The 
court’s decision was established on tbe narrow ground that tbe 
government's adoption of these amendments as a temporary 
law was unconstitutional on the ‘Technical” ground that the 
adoption procedure violated Article 94 of the Constitution. It 
will be recalled that the said article stipulates that temporary 
legislation can be adopted only under limited conditions which 
tbe High Court in this instance, found lacking. In other words, 
the court’s finding against the controversial amendments was 
on the judges finding no pressing reasons for adopting the 
temporary law without consulting Parliament and receiving its 
endorsement This makes the decision of the court in the case 
under examination technical rather than substantive since the 
government can easily rectify the shortcomings complained of 
by reintro ducing the temporary law to Parliament again in 
either its existing form or in an amended form. 

What is really disappointing about tbe much hailed court’s 
verdict is die non-adjudication of the substantive issues per- 
taining to freedom of the press. There is nothing in the court’s 
decision that suggests that tbe issue of freedom of tbe press or 
freedom of expression which are really the core constitutional 
issues were ever considered by the high judges. Had the hon- 
ourable judges expanded on their decision by also addressing 
ttesp. central issues as well, the court's deliberations and rul- 
ing would have indeed been a milestone in foe a nn a ls of the 
demccratisation process in the country. 

Of course foe judges in question felt no need to rest their case 
on grounds other than the ones raised by Article 94 of foe 
Constitution. This judicial approach is defensible because 
judges often avoid raising issues that are not indispensable to 
tbrir final judgement. Still, there was a rare opportunity for foe 
imminent judges sitting on the bench of one of the highest 
courts of foe land to also expand the basis of their historic judi- 
cial intervention by passing a judgement on the core points as 
welL 

There will come a time when our high courts will address 
not only issues touching on freedom of opinion but also foe 
Ifind of issues raised when last week's “illegal” demonstration 
in support of Iraq was crushed by force. There were two sets 
of juridical issues raised then, one touching on the “right*" of 
people to manifest their feelings and opinions on any set of 
subjects of private or public concern. The other is the “prerog- 
ative “of die state to prevent any such public demonstrations 
under certain conditions. The rule of thumb is that foe public 
has an inherent right to demonstrate peacefully in support of 
policy considerations that are not contrary to tbe organic law 
of the land The government , on tbe other hand, has foe duty 
to prevent the outbreak of disorder that could threaten public 
safety. Whether the government’s initial decision to ton foe 
controversial demonstrations in the first place was constitu- 
tional is something on which our courts would have to pass 
judgement at one stage or another The sooner foe judidaiy 
pronounces itself on this i mme diate question tbe better it 
would be for all sides. Once the constitutionality of holdmg 
mass demOT^rations or rallies is determined, we would nedd 
to articulate in a judicial manner when these constitutional 
rights can be curtailed by some overriding factors. In principle 
the state would need to show beyond a shadow of doubt foe 
compelling reasons for revoking foe right of tbe public to hold 
a rally. The reasons must not be arbitrary or unreasonable or 
conjectural This is where the judicial system may articulate 
some guidelines for the executive branch to follow in such sit- 
uations. 

Hopefully the High Court will one day pass judgement on 
the Election Law, citizenship rights, habeus corpus and prison 
conditions. We need to encourage foe judiciary to explore the 
uncharted constitutional issues still feeing the Kingdom and 
pronounce itself on them. In due course, the existing Council 
for the Interpretation of tbe Constitution referred to In Article 
122 of the Constitution should be phased out as an anachro- 
nistic organ in our system of laws. 
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Look who’s the warmonger 

To the editor: 


AS CLINTON’S private life goes from bizarre to absurd so 
does the situation in foe Middle East There is a growing con- 
cern in the Middle East that with tbe next presidential scandal 
(as sure as sunrise) there may be more collateral damage inflict- 
ed on tire region than aQ the wars of foe last 50 years combined. 

Back borne on our national front. I am happy to discover that 
our parliament is as politically potent and relevant as ever, mak- 
ing righteous statements and taking proper actions in the face of 
tiie oncoming crises by discussing foe beauty of female anato- 
my during the Eid. 

Altanatively it may just be a clever ploy employed by our 
resourceful MPs to disguise their opinion of tbe crisis through 
clever referrals to either bloc and its effect on the political sta- 
bility of foe region. Specially in light of the fact that any expres- 
sion of views on foreign policy can no longer be tolerated for 
fear we may once again aid up on the wrong sick: of the fence. 

Not to say that the blame for this crisis lays in its entirety wife 
tbe U(n).SA, there has to be a relatively blind individual not to 
see that some people are really doomed to repeat history. Tbe 
mechanisms of a bluff seem not to be crystal clear to the policy 
making bodies of our friends to the east. Indeed some major 
mec h a n i sms in evaluating whether one has won or lost seems to 
be a bit hazy over there. 

Taking advantage of being knee-deep in the absurd, the UiS. 
is showing its sincere emotions of sym path y for the Iraqi peo- 
ple by asking foe UN. to increase the ofl-for-food deal to $52 
billion nearly doubling what Iraq already receives. I do not 
know if I am in thinking that maybe if the U.S. really wants to 

P 61 ^ foat they bear them no ill will they would 
tty to refrain from bombing them. 

Irrespective of the Iraqi initiative it seems that a decision has 
b«n taken in the surgically clean hallways of power to bomb 
them Even now as the Iraqis are desperately trying to finish the 
*Bed & Breakfast in presidential palaces” brochure before 
spring break to catch the vacationing crowds, the U.S. adminis- 

(THfinn nmi traual ■ ... , - - . 


nation new travel. agents issued a statement condemning the 
prohibitive rates of two loaves of bread/mght for double occu- 
pancy. 

As the tip of foe ironical pyramid tilts wildly overhead before 
rt comes crashing down on us in the next few days I can only 
mink foaut is all being perpetrated by an individual who at ope 
point in his life had strong opinions againci an administration 
going to war over mundane political matters. 
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Caucasian cauldron 


By G Wynne Dyer 

THIS YEAR'S assassination attempt on 
Geoipa's President Eduard Shevard- 
nadze began with a rocker-propelled 
grenade smashing into the front »f his 
armoured car as he drove home through 
Tbilisi just after dark. Ten ro fifteen peo- 
ple then fired automatic weapons and 
grenades at the motorcade for several 
minutes. Two of Shevardnadze's body- 
guards and one of ihe umbushers were 
killed, but the 70-year-old president was 
unharmed. 

“It must be a miracle to survive twice," 
said Shevardnadze, who was the tarcer of 
an equally pyrotechnical murder attempt 
in 1995. “Miracles happen only by the 
will of the Lord." A strange way for a for- 
mer Communist Party boss and the Sovi- 
et Union's last foreign minister to put it. 
but if Bill Clinton goes to church and 
Saddam Hussein builds mosques whv 
not? 

Besides, Shevardnadze's life has 
changed so much since those days that 
maybe he really has sot religion. Ten 
years ago he was a global statesman, 
travelling the world as Gorbachev’s for- 
eign minister and helping to end the Cold 


^ar. Now he runs a very poor country of 
unly 5 million people' in the Middle 
cast s northern annexe, so ro speak 
(Georgia is a Christian enclave in a kiruc- 
iy Muslim area), and people keep trying 
to kill him in shoot-outs straight out of 
James Bond. 

Who LS trying to kill him? Slievanl- 
nadze blames ‘reactionary elements’ in 
Russia, the former imperial ruler, who 
are still nor reconciled to Georgia’s inde- 
pendence: "They cannot forgive 

Afghanistan, the Berlin Wall, Eurojtean 
liberation, oil pipelines, and the Eurasian 
transport corridor." He's certainly right 
that oil pipelines and geography have a 
lot to do with it. 

The oil is around and under the Caspi- 
an Sica, a long way east of Georgia, but 
many of the best pipeline routes to bring 
it to world markets run through Georgia. 
However, Russian interests, anxious to 
get both strategic leverage and lucrative 
transit revenues, are fighting to ensure 
that new pipelines follow the existing 
route across Russian territory to the 
Block Sea. 

“Very powerful forces want u different 
solution of the question linked to the 
transportation of oil titrough Georgia," 


said Shevardnadze, insinuating that the 
money tu pay the hit-team was raised on 
Russian soil. That may be unc (though it 
need not mean ilte Russian government 
was involved i. But the gunmen tliciii- 
sclves were certainly Georgians, and die 
WAY these disputes get sen led is distinc- 
tively Caucasian. 

Hr* Caucasus is the ‘oilier Balkans'. 


The Caucasus is the 
‘ other Balkans ' , 
another border region 
contested for 
centuries by rival 
Christian and Muslim 
empires (in this case 
Russian, Turkish and 
Iranian ). 

another border region contested for cen- 
turies by rival Christian and Muslim 
empires tin this ease Russian. Turkish 


and Iranian i. Here. luv». iiiiprrio] policy 
combined with mountainous geography 
to produce a tangle of relatively small 
ethnic and religious groups — ami in the 
best mountaineer tradition, what they 
!*j\e best is their families, their dans. and 

their guns, h makes them hard to govern. 

Since indcpefiilcnce in lvNJ. Georgia 
lias fought a civil war. U has lost pan of 
its territory to a rebel Muslim ethnic 
minority, the Abkhaz < who had Russian 
helpl. She'- ardnadze came to piwer after 
a bloody coup, .tnd independent Geor- 
gia's first president, the Soviet-era dissi- 
dent hero Zviad Gamsukhuriiia, commit- 
ted suicide. 

Gamsukhurdi-i s military commander. 
Loti Kobalia, was sentenced to death fur 
treason in 19M6. The militia that helped 
bring Shevardnadze to power, the 
Mkhcdnoni i 'horsemen' i. turned against 
him because he was not Liking a hard 
enough line with Use Abkhaz and Uie 
Russians, and its leaders were accused of 
plotting the 1 4 W5 assassination attempt 
.'tnd jailed 

A wild ride, but Georgia's post-inde- 
pelldence history has heeri no more tur- 
hutent that that of the A/eituijanis, the 
Armenians. or the Cliecheiw. Indeed, the 


wars eLse where in the Caucasus have 
been a good deal worse — and they 
could be coming back. 

Consider events in .Armenia this 
month. There was no bloodshed, but 
President Levon Ter-Petrosian was 

brought down by a parliamentary coup 
when half his party delected to the hard- 
line opposition. Their major complaint 
against Ter-Petrosian was that he was too 
ready to compromise on Nagorno- 
Karabakh, an Armenian-populated 
enclave within .Azerbaijan that has been 
under Armenia's control i together with a 
good deal of surrounding .Azerbaijani ter- 
ritory j since a 1994 ceasefire ended six 
y ean, of w ar. 

There is now heavy pressure on the 
Caucasian states to settle their disputes so 
the oil can flow smoothly. Most of the 
pressure on .Armenia comes from the 
U.S. t which gives more foreign aid per 
capita to .Armenia than anywhere else 
except Israel), and Ter-Petrosian recently 
agreed that .Azerbaijan could have the 
rest of iu territory hack before talks 
begin on a final settlement giving 
Nagomo-Karabakh almost complete 
autonomy — but within .Azerbaijan. 

Thai was too much for .Armenian hard- 


liners, and Ter-Petrosian has been 
replaced for the moment by Robert 
Kocharian, ex-president of the Nagorno- 
Karabakh ’republic'. Kocharian will be 
running lor president of .Armenia in the 
elections of March lb . together with 
Vahan Ho vanes van (now in prison), a 
leader of the recently unbanned Dashnak 
Party, and several other ultra-nationalists. 

Peace may be slipping away in Arme- 
nia. It would certainly have collapsed in 
Georgia if the assassins had got Shevard- 
nadze last week. It’s probably not all o\ er 
yet in the Caucasus — and as in the case 
of the (far worse) Balkan horrors ot the 
past lew years, this helps to shape our 
view of post-cold war Europe :ls a caul- 
dron of ethnic violence. But it is nor true. 

Bad as these conflicts have been, tliey 
happened exactly where you would have 
expected them to. and they are basically 
v ery local events. The larger reality, up in 
the densely populated industrial parts of 
Europe, is that half the continent’s people 
have removed tyrannical governments 
by non-violent revolutions in the past 
decade, that 20 new states have emerged 
— and that outside the Caucasus and for- 
mer Yugoslavia, hardly anybody got hurt. 


U.S. -Iran wrestling diplomacy breaks barriers 


Shbeilat charged with 
inciting riots, slander 


By Steven Swindells 
Reuters 

TEHRAN — A visit by 
American wrestlers ro Iran 
has emerged as one of the 
most intriguing diplomatic 
manoeuvres seen in the tor- 
tured relations between the 
two nations in the last 20 
years. 

Iran-watchers and diplo- 
mats in Tehran on Sunday 
said the participation of five 
world-class U.S. sportsmen 
at an emotion-packed 
wrestling tournament which 
ended on Friday had broken 
some long-held taboos. 

The rapturous support 
given to the U.S. team by 
12.000 Iranian sport fans and 
the sight of the stars and 
stripes flag unfurled in the 
Islamic state and not. as is 
the custom, being set ablaze 
were unprecedented in Iran 
since its 1979 revolution. 

“Slowly things are moving 
on. It is all done at a deliber- 
ate pace... but each lime it 
marks a new chapter which 
cannot be turned back," said 
one seasoned Tehran-watch- 
er. 

The wrestlers' visit has 
raised comparisons with 
Washington's "ping-pong 


diplomacy" with China in 
the 1970s when a team of 
American table tennis play- 
ers w ent to China as a pre- 
lude to improved tics 

between the two states. 

However. formal u'cs 

between the two govern- 
ments are a distant prospect 
and any possible rapproche- 
ment is overshadowed by 
Washington's threat that it 
may impose sanctions 
against French oil firm Total 
SA for its role in a $2 billion 
offshore gas development 
project in Iran. 

Iran's paramount spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, backed by pow- 
erful conservative allies 
across a wide spectrum of 
state bodies, has shown no 
signs in public of softening 
Iran’s anti-American stance. 

Hardline newspapers, at 
least one parliamentary 
deputy and other Iranian 
officials have denounced the 
wrestlers* visit. 

“Our people did not view 
these sports envoys as the 
envoys of the leaders of the 
White House and received 
them only from a sporting 
angle," the Persiun-language 
Kayhan daily reported. 

Many of the crowd at the 


four-day wrestling tourna- 
ment were united in saying 
that they bore no grudges 
against Americans and were 
won over by the members nf 
the U.S. (cam who waved 
Iranian flags to the crowd 
and carried pictures of Aya- 
tollah Khuntenei. 

“Khamenei is nowlierc 
close to fundamentally 
reassessing his policy 
towards the united states ... 
wrestlers can be tolerated 
but formal dialogue remains 
far down the road," said one 
diplomat. 

But cracks are emerging in 
the "solid and high wall" 
Ayatollah Khamenei insists 
be erected against his bitter 
enemy. 

Further signs of a potential 
.slow thaw in Iran-U.S. rela- 
tions will come over the next 
duy.s with a visit by Ameri- 
can foreign policy experts to 
a conference in Tehran. 

Former national security 
advisers and ambassadors 
from the Washington-based 
Nixon Centre for Peace and 
Freedom and the Middle 
East Institute are to partici- 
pate in the seminar on 
regional politics. 

Their presence will be 
another episode in a growing 


list of small, but in their own 
way remarkable, shifts in 
relations between the two 
states which have been poi- 
soned since Islamist students 
stormed the C’.S. embassy in 
Tehran in 197y and held 52 
Americans hostage for 444 
days. 

These changes were led by 
Iranian President Moham- 
mad Khatami's historic 
address on U.S. teles ision 
last month when the moder- 
ate Shiite cleric expressed 
regret that the hostage inci- 
dent had hurt Americans' 
feeling and called for 
increased dialogue to bring 
about a "crack in the wall of 
mistrust" between the two 
states. 

Mr. Khatami, who was 
elected by a landslide vote in 
May on promises of breath- 
ing fresh civil freedoms into 
the I9-year-old revolution, 
has in sharp contrast to Aya- 
tollah Khamenei called for 
contacts between Iranian and 
American academics and 
artists. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
— who launched a drive 
when he came to office in 
1993 to isolate Iran for sup- 
porting "terrorism," seeking 
nuclear weapons and its hos- 


tility to the Middle East 
peace process — has also 
moved the game on. 

In a speech last month to 
mark the end of the Muslim 
fasting month of Ramadan, 
Mr. Clinton said Washington 
still had "real differences 
with some Iranian policies" 
but that "these ore not insur- 
mountable." 

Iran's Foreign Minister 
Kama! Kharrazi took the 
plunge at the world econom- 
ic forum meeting in Switzer- 
land this month by shaking 
the hand of Washington’s 
U.N. Ambassador Bill 
Richardson. 

"You may think that's a 
very minor step, but in diplo- 
macy that says a lot." Mr. 
Richardson said at the rime. 

Bur the sensitivities remain 
— Mr. Kharrazi had to 
defend himself this week 
against parliament accusa- 
tions that he had actually 
shaken hands with U.S. Sec- 
retary of Slate Madeleine 
Albright, who was not even 
at Davos. 


(Continued from page 1 1 

killed and over 25 others 
injured. The government, 
which has imposed a cur- 
few- on Ma’un. blamed 
Mr. Shbeilar for inciting 
the trouble there. 

Mr. Shbeilat. who was 
pardoned by King Hus- 
sein in 1992 and iii 1996, 
after receiving prison 
terms ranging from three 
years to lire imprison- 
ment on charges of trea- 
son and iese majeste. was 
ordered detained for 15 
days by Stare Prosecutor 
Lieutenant Colonel Mah- 
moud Obeidat for further 
questioning, the sources 
said. 

He was interrogated by 
the state prosecutor on 
Saturday in the presence 
of Defence Attorney 
Hussein Mjalli. president 
of the Jordan Bar Associ- 
ation — one of three 
attorneys who volun- 
teered to defend Mr. 
Shbeilat. 

Any. Najib Rashdan 
and former prime minis- 
ter and former director of 


the General intelligence 
Department. Ahmad 
Obeidat, will also defend 
Mr. Shbeilat in his third 
case before the state 
security court. 

Mr. Shbeilat was arrest- 
ed by officials near 
Qatraneh, 90 kilometres 
south of Amman, while 
he was on his way back 
to the capital after deliv- 
ering a sermon in the 
Ma’an town's mosque on 
Thursday evening. 

Minister of Interior 
Natheer Ra&heed blamed 
Mr. Shbeilat for the pro- 
Iraqi demonstrations 
which occurred following 
the morning prayers and 
resulted in clashes 
between the demonstra- 
tors and police. 

"Mr. Shbeilat was 
responsible for what has 
happened and he will be 
tried for instigating 
riots." Mr. Rasheed had 
told the Jordan Times. 

Mr. Shbeilat was tried 
in 1992 for treason, and 
was sentenced to death, 
but his sentence was 
commuted to life impris- 


onment, and was immedi- 
ately pardoned by King 
Hussein. 

Four years later, he was 
tried tor lese majeste at 
the State Security Court 
and was sentenced to 
three years imprisonment 
term. In 1997 he was 
released by His Majesty 
the King. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan 
People's Democratic 
Party (Hashdl has issued 
a statement condemning 
the arrest of one of its 
members in Irbid. 

Mohammad Abu Rub, on 
Sunday. 

The statement said that 
this step by the govern- 
ment "is only intended to 
terrorise the citizens and 
forbid them from 

expressing themselves 
freely.” 

The government banned 
demonstrations two 
weeks ago. It has said its 
decision to ban protests 
w-as not an anti-Iraqi 
measure but was meant to 
prevent "saboteurs from 
infiltrating rallies." 


Annan brokers deal with Iraq 


Army imposes curfew, 
starts sweep of Ma’an 


(Continued from page 1) 

its own interests in Iraq if 
it was unhappy with any 
deal reached by Annan. 

"It is possible that he 
will come with something 
we don’t like in which 
case we will pursue our 
national interest,” Ms. 
Albright said on the ABC 
television programme 
“This Week.” 


(Continued from page 1) 

But the recent unrest was 
a bleak reminder of possi- 
ble turmoil that could be 
unleashed across the region 
if U.N. Secretary- General 
Kofi Annan's current mis- 
sion to Baghdad failed to 
defuse the crisis, analysts 
said. 

A new U.S. attack against 
Iraq — with virtually no 
official support and deep 
popular opposition in the 
Arab World — could only 
reinforce the frustration at 
Arab impotence and the 
desire for retaliation that 
has been blamed for past 
terrorist attacks against 
mainly U.S. targets. 

Jordanian forces have 
been put on alert and secu- 
rity around key state instal- 
lations and potential West- 
ern targets has been stepped 
up against possible acts ot 
sabotage by local and for- 
eign parties. 

Earlier this month, police 
foiled an attempt to throw a 
petrol bomb at the British 
embassy in Amman. 

While pro-Iraqi rallies 
have swept many Arab 
countries ■ — even cities in 
the United States and 
Europe — Jordanians have 
been angered by the ban 


"It really is premature to 
talk about what he 
[Annan} has (negotiated ),” 
she said. 

Washington would 

accept nothing short of 
unconditional access for 
U.N. inspectors to suspect- 
ed weapons sites. "There 
is no question. He [Sad- 
dam] has to back down," 
she said. 

Asked if the United 


that has prevented them 
from venting their anger at 
what is widely seen as 
Washington's double stan- 
dards in applying policies 
vis-a-vis Iraq on the one 
hand and Israel on the other 
and from showing their 
support for Iraqis. 

Many politicians say the 
government imposed the 
ban in the hope of prevent- 
ing a repetition of the pro- 
Iraqi fervour seen in the 
run-up to the 1991 Gulf cri- 
sis when daily rallies were 
common events in the 
Kingdom. 

Any artempt to reverse 
the ban or turn a blind eye 
to shows of public support 
for Iraq will send the wrong 
sicnals to the opposition, 
pressing for the resignation 
of Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. said a former 
minister, who asked not to 
be identified further. 

In the lasr few days the 
opposition has condemned 
tough security policies and, 
together with 13 deputies in 
the 80-seat Lower House, 
warns Dr. Majali to quit 
office. 

The opposition has reject- 
ed official explanation that 
the ban on rallies was nec- 
essary to protect the King- 
dom's stability and was not 


States would accept the 
proposed deal, Mr. Eck- 
hard said: "The secretary- 
general is authorised to 
enter into an agreement 
with any member state." 

"He has carefully tried to 
build Security Council 
support for the parameters 
within which he feels he 
has stayed in his talks with 
the Iraqi authorities these 
last couple of days. 


meant to be an "anti-Iraqi 
measure." 

Opposition leaders are 
seeking the release of Jor- 
dan Engineers Associa- 
tion's President Leith 
Shbeilat. who was detained 
by police three days ago on 
grounds he had instigated 
the violence in Ma'an. He 
is expected to he tried by 
the Security Court, his third 
trial on similar or related 
charges in less than six 
years. 

In a country where the 
leadership has always been 
ahead of public opinion, 
officials have again found 
themselves walking over 
political landmines in deal- 
ing with the latest Iraq-U.S. 
standoff, the analysis said. 

"Jordan is trying to find a 
middle ground to satisfy the 
needs of the U.N. and the 
U.S. as well as the Iraqi 
desire to have the economic 
sanctions lifted,” said the 
former minister. "Bui this is 
proving to be very demand- 
ing and difficult." 

Jordan, like most Arab 
countries and others, has 
urged a diplomatic solution 
to end the Iraqi crisis and 
has announced that 
Amman's airspace cannot 
be us'ed for any attack on 
Iraq. 


"He expects that what 
emerges from these talks 
he will be able to sell to 
the Security Council,” Mr. 
Eckhard said. 

Details of any deal 
would not be made public 
by the United Nations until 
Mr. Annan had presented it 
to the Security Council, a 
U.N. official said. 

Mr. Annan is expected to 
leave Baghdad on Monday 


Officials insist the gov- 
ernment shares the people's 
resentment at the unstinting 
U.S. support for Israel. 

But they are making it 
clear that Jordan is unwill- 
ing to set the clock back to 
1991, when Amman's per- 
ceived pro-Iraq support left 
it shunned by Gulf and 
Western allies for years and 
inflicted massive losses on 
its fragile economy. 

Since then, Jordan has 
shifted alliances, repaired 
its damaged ties with die 
West, distanced itself from 
the Iraqi regime even 
though it maintained trade 
links, mid made peace with 
Israel. 

However, these rapid 
changes, coupled with 
widespread frustration 
over rising poverty and 
unemployment, appear to 
have widened the gap 
between the government 
and the people, some ana- 
lysts fear. 

“Any attack against Iraq 
will inflame people's senti- 
ments to an extent that will 
be unpredictable," said 
Abdul Laiif Arabiyui, head 
of the influential opposition 
Islamic Action Front. 

'The situation is worri- 
some and uncertain. When 
a disastrous war erupts, no 


afternoon for Paris and 
reach New York on Tues- 
day morning. He plans to 
brief ihe Security Council 
on Tuesday afternoon. 

Mr. Eckhard said Mr. 
Aunun had been in touch 
during his stay in Baghdad 
wirh leaders of the five 
permanent Security Coun- 
cil members — Britain. 
China. France. Russia and 
the United Slates. 


one can predict what will 
happen... no one will be 
able to control what will 
happen.” he jdded. 

'There isn'r a single 
country that cun spare the 
danger of upheavals... This 
is why wc hope that Jordan 
and the other Arab states 
take a stand in tune with 
that of the people." 

Political activists and 
some columnists have also 
criticised state-run televi- 
sion for taking a biased 
stand in the Iraq-U.S. crisis, 
accusing its management of 
hardly running any footage 
of the pro-Baghdad rallies 
held in other Arab states. 

They have downplayed 
government attempts to 
blame the latest spate of 
unrest and potential securi- 
ty threats on outside panics 
and countries, including 
Iran — alter a recent offi- 
cial thaw in bilateral ties 
following years of tension. 

The officials maintain 
that Jordan is obliged to 
take any and ail measures to 
preserve its stability in it 
possible war that could trig- 
ger unpredictable and dan- 
gerous reactions. 

In a television interview 
late on Saturday, Dr. Majali 
hinted that Amman might 
declare a stale of cmer- 


Mr. Annan has had very 
little room for manoeuvre 
in his talks with Iraqi lead- 
ers. knowing that any deal 
must enshrine the princi- 
ples of full Iraqi compli- 
ance with U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and no 
dilution of UNSCOM's 
role. 


gcncy if hostilities break 
out in the Gulf. 

Jordan's worries ore 
many. 

“Any attack on Iraq will 
harm neighbouring coun- 
tries," said Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Jawad 
Anani. "...This might lead 
to the fragmentation of the 
region, the creation of mini- 
states and the re-drawing of 
the region's map in a man- 
ner that does nor serve .Arab 
interests.” 

A strike could send tens 
of thousands of Iraqi 
refugees to Jordan, disrupt 
supplies of cheap Iraqi oil 
and dose a vital market for 
local industries when Jor- 
dan is already grappling 
with a stagnant economy. 

Jordan, which bad to deal 
with the sudden influx of 
over 1.5 million people 
who fled during the 1990- 
91 Gulf war. has said ii will 
close its eastern border to 
prevent a similar flood. 

And it has assured citi- 
zens it will sei oil from 
other sources, though at 
market rates. This would 
likely cost the debt-ridden 
economy $600 million a 
year. 


(Continued from page 1) 

among the people,” said 
another citizen, referring 
to 1989 and 1996 when 
the army entered the city 
to restore order. 

"We hope that things 
would calm down. But if 
they decide to arrest 
people this might cause 
more tension," said one 
resident. 

One resident said that 
what happened on Friday 
and Saturday was "noth- 
ing but a vent of frustra- 
tion over the conditions 
of the people, especially 
the young.” 

"Most of the young 
men here are unem- , 
ployed and they want any 
opportunity to express 
themselves because they 
simply have nothing to 
loose,” another elderly- 


man said. 

Before the 1990-91 
Gulf war, most of the 
people in this town 
worked in the transporta- 
tion sector, ferrying Iraq- 
bound goods from the 
Kingdom's southern port 
of Aqaba. 

But U.N. restrictions 
on exports to Iraq forced 
many out of business. 

Meanwhile, police on 
Sunday exhumed the 
body of Kateb. who was 
buried on Saturday after 
his relatives stormed a 
Ma’an hospital and took 
his body. 

Petra News Agency 
said that the body was 
exhumed to enable the 
coroner to determine the 
cause of his death. 


Training and Research Coordinator 

A development organisation is seeking a 
coordinator to plan and oversee implementation of 
training programmes for women, and research on 
women's issues. 

Responsibilities include:- 

• Project management (financial and administrative) 

• Assess needs of target groups and design training 
and research agendas accordingly. 

• Planning and scheduling of training courses and 
programmes for women, with the possibility of acting 
as a trainer. 

• Overseeing the subcontracting of trainers and 
researchers. 

Applicants should be fluent in Arabic and proficient in 
English, have a university degree, and a minimum of two 
years work experience. Some background and 
knowledge in one or more of the following is required: 

- Training - Development 

-Teaching -Gender 

- Research - Management 

Please send your CV no later than March 5th, 
1998, and a recent photo to: 

Women's Programme, 

P.O. Box 230511, 

Amman 11123 


Jordan walks a tightrope in preparing for Gulf crisis scenarios 




8 Economy 


Jordan Times, Monday, February 23, 1993 


Group of Eight ministers call 
for flexible labour markets 



LONDON lAFPl — Finance 
und employment ministers 

from ihe world's ■ richest 
economies presented an 
unusually common from Sun- 
day in stressing the need for 

more flexible labour markets 

in a jobs-creation programme 
that will be put to a Group of 
Eight tG-Sj summit in May. 

The ministers, ending a 
two-day meeting in London, 
were united in a statement 
that supported what has been 
called the third-way approach 
to job creation — deregula- 
tion of the labour market, 
while protecting the “most 
vulnerable." 

The joint statement said that 
the plan would “generate new 
job opportunities and tackle 
unemployment and exclu- 
sion." 

Its main points were pro- 
moting flexible labour prac- 
tices. improving job training, 
moving people from welfare 
to work and reforming taxes 
and regulation to help small to 
medium sized business. 

The ministers' position 
appeared to go some way to 
ending a long-running debate 
grouping the United States 
and Britain, which favour 
deregulation, against coun- 
tries like France, which have 
long put the emphasis on 
costly social security for 
workers. 

However, the ministers, 
when asked what concrete 

measures were being pro- 
posed. said it was up to indi- 
vidual countries to decide. 

Neither did the final com- 
munique make any reference 
to attempts by France and 
Italy to farther regulate their 
labour markets by imposing a 


35-Hour week. 

U-S. Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin and British 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Gordon Brown refused to 
comment on the 35-hour- 
week debate at a press confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Brown said the G-8 
plan — which strongly 
resembled Prime Minister 
Tony Blair’s crusade to get 
those on benefits back to 
work — showed “new think- 
ing" and that “we are facing 
the same direction.” 

French Employment Minis- 
ter Martine Aubry said: “We 
are no longer in a theological 
debate about the state and 
market. I think we will go for- 
ward by finding a happy 
medium." 

“I think everybody is reach- 
ing this third way" she added. 

The G-8 ministers — from 
Britain. Canada. France. Ger- 
many, Italy. Japan. Russia and 
the United Stares — said their 
governments should adopt the 
programme when they hold a 
heads of state meeting in 
Birmingham in May. 

They also called for “active 
involvement of employers 
and unions.” 

Mr. Brown described the 
plan as “vital, given the back- 
ground of intensified global 
competition and technologi- 
cal advances we all face as the 
2 1st century approaches. 

“We all do things in our dif- 
ferent ways, but the common 
agenda. 1 think, is there to 
see” he said, adding it was 
interesting to see “we are talk- 
ing about reform of taxes and 
benefits, were talking about 
structural reforms, about eco- 
nomic reforms that have to 


take place.” 

He said: ”1 think the chal- 
lenge is to have both job cre- 
ation and the maximum 
amount of social cohesion." 

International financial insti- 
tutions are pressing European 
Union members, excluding 
Britain which has low job- 
lessness. to fight unemploy- 
ment by making their labour 
market more flexible before 
the launch of the euro single 
currency in January. 

Once locked into the single 
currency zone, governments 
will have far less margin to 
boost spending, cut taxes or 
take other fiscal measures 
aimed at creating jobs. 

Britain — where Mr. Blair's 
Labour government is launch- 
ing a 3 -5-bill ion-pound ($5.6 
billion! “welfare to work?' 
programme which pays com- 
panies subsidies to employ 
young people and the long- 
term unemployed — has just 
five per cent without work. 

In France. Germany and 
Spain, unemployment is soar- 
ing to more than double 
Britain's rate. 

European Economy Com- 
missioner Yves-Thibault de 
Silguy said that attempts in 
France and Italy to resolve 
joblessness by cutting the 
length of the w’ork week was 
“not a miracle solution to the 
unemployment problem." 

“This idea must not bring 
into question the profitability 
and competitiveness of com- 
panies.” Mr. De Silguy told 
reporters. 

He stressed the need for 
such measures to remain flex- 
ible, given that shorter work- 
ing hours worked better in 
some sectors than others. 


AN EXCELLENT FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

240 sq.m, first floor surrounded by balconies overlooking a 
large private garden. Consists of large salon nicely furnished, 
decorated and equipped with video, TV and telephone, dining 
room, separate two large bedrooms with a bath, a large 
kitchen completely and luxuriously equipped with fridge, deep 
freezer and new American oven, guest bathroom and laundry. 

I The apartment is of only two floors family building located in 
the best residential area in Amman. with multi-car parks L 
existing. Zahran Str. 147. 

If interested please call 5932509 
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Kuwait projects 
oil price at $12 
per barrel 

KUWAIT IR) — OPEC 
member Kuwait is project- 
ing oil revenue in the 
-1998/99 (July-June) budget 
at $12 a barrel. $1 below 
previous years. Minister of 
Finance Nasser AI Rodhan 
was quoted assaying. 

“Oil revenue in the fiscal 
year 1998/99 has been calcu- 
lated according to Kuwait’s 
new OPEC quota of 2.19 
million barrels per day (bpd) 
and at a price of $12 a bar- 
rel." Sheikh Rodhan told Al 
Qabas newspaper. 

“This is $1 below previous 
years in view of the drop in 
(world) oil prices," he added. 

The current average price 
for Kuwaiti crudes is around 
$13 a barrel compared with a 
1997 average of about $18 a 
barrel. 


Group of Seven says Asia crisis 
manageable if reforms pursued 


LONDON (AFP) — Group of 
Seven (G-7) finance chiefs 
said here Sunday that world 

economic growth can survive 
the Asian crisis if the affected 

economies undertake lough 
reforms to make their markets 
more open and cransparenL 

Japan, the world’s second 
largest economy and the eco- 
nomic engine of Asia, came 
under strong pressure from its 
G-7 partners to re ignite its 
damp economy, while Indone- 
sia was told to cany out 
reforms demanded by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

The G-7 financial leaders 
also called for the IMF to 
work actively on a new global 
code of conduct to forestall 
any future economic collapse. 

In their final statement at the 
end of a one-day meeting in 
London, the G-7 finance min- 
isters and central bank gover- 
nors called on Asian countries, 
whose economies have nose- 
dived over the last few 
months, to stick to “the neces- 
sary reforms.” 

“As long as the affected 
Asian countries follow 
through with reform and the 
rest of the world responds 
appropriately, the overall 
effect of the Asian crisis on 
world growth in I99S should 
be manageable." the G-7 said. 

“We believe that where 
countries pursue the necessary 
reforms, the prospects of a 
return of confidence to global 
investors and a resumption of 
vigorous growth in the medi- 
um term are good.” the G-7 
said. 

The G-7 — Britain, Canada. 
France. Germany. Italy. Japan 
and the United States — said 


it welcomed the IMF's 
"emphasis on structural 
reforms to reduce inappropri- 
ate government interference in 
the market economy." 

The G-7 said it backed 
tough IMF moves to ensure 
“integrity, transparency and 
fight corruption in order to Jay 
the basis for economic recov- 
ery.” 

The lengthy final commu- 
nique made no direct refer- 
ence to Indonesia, but G-7 
chiefs did not pull their punch- 
es in comments after the meet- 
ing. urging President Suharto 
ro stick to the reforms required 
by the IMF as a condition to a 
$43 billion rescue package. 

President Suharto should 
give up his plans for trying to 
rescue his economy by peg- 
ging the rupiah currency to the 
U.S. dollar. Gordon Brown, 
the British finance minister, 
told reporters. 

The G-7 stated “our support 
for the IMF view that it is not 
the appropriate time for a cur- 
rency board to be established" 
in Indonesia, Me Brown said. 
“We were of the view that the 
Indonesian government must 
implement the IMF pro- 
gramme.” 

German Finance Minister 
Theo Waigel told reporters 
that Indonesia could recover if 
IMF reforms are “strictly 
applied" 

He stressed the need for the 
private financial sector to take 
part in rescue packages, say- 
ing that “perhaps we would 
have had more success and 
more rapidly if that had been 
done.” 

Japan also heard tough 
words from its partners. 

In their closing statement. 


the G-7 said that the outlook 
was "weak" and called for 
“continued action to strength- 
en the financial system and 
regulatory reforms of the 
financial and other sectors so 

as to increase openness.” 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin told a press con- 
ference that Japan must act 
“clearly and decisively" to 
strengthen its financial sector 
and either cut taxes or boost 
spending, both of which were 
absent from a reform package 
unveiled Friday. 

However. Finance Minister 
Hikaru Matsunaga cold 
reporters chat ‘1 did not make 
a commitment for taking addi 
tional measures.” He defended 
the reform package saying it 
had not been “appropriately 
valued.” Meanwhile, the G-7 
finance chiefs stressed they 
would have to work together 
to keep the world economy on 
an even keel 

They called on the IMF to 
pur forward proposals for a 
code of conduct to ensure the 
transparency of emerging 
economies. 

The joint statement said the 
G-7 looked “forward to the 
IMF making proposals soon 
for a code of conduct on trans- 
parency in fiscal policy as 
agreed in Hong Kong last 
year.” 

* In addition, the G-7 stressed 
its commitment to cooperate 
in foreign exchange markets 
to avoid “excessive deprecia- 
tion” of currencies. 

“We emphasised that it is 
important to avoid excessive 
depreciation where this could 
exacerbate large external 
imbalances,” the final state- 
ment said. 


Foreign investment in 
Morocco triples ’97 


RABAT (AFP) — Morocco 
corraled $1.2 billion worth 
of foreign investment last 
year, against a mere $400 
million in 1996, and it 
expects an equal or even 
better performance in 1998 
and 1999. Moroccan 
Finance Minister Driss Jet- 
tou told AFP. 

He said S360 million of 
that investment came from 
the privatisation of SAMIR 
refining company. $100 
million from the acquisition 
of a holding in the Moroc- 
can Foreign Trade Bank, 
and $263 million from pay- 
ment by Asia Brown Boveri 
(ABB) of an initial portion 
of an electricity production 
concession. 

The minister noted that 


Morocco now has three 
major sources of foreign 
investment: privatisations, 
concessions and the indus- 
trial sector. 

He said that 1998 will 
bring privatisation of the 
National Postal and 
Telecommunications Office 
(ONPT) and a call for ten- 
ders for installing the coun- 
try's second GSM network. 
The sugar sector and the 
National Economic Devel- 
opment Bank will also be 
privatised. 

As to concessions, he 
said, the big projects this 
year will be the develop- 
ment of the new free port of 
Tangiers for a total cost of 
$600 million, the launching 
of a gas-fired power plant 


with the participation of 
France's EDF firm, and a 
start to several motorway 
sections. 

In the industrial sector, 
the main investments in 
1998 will relate to Accor 
Group's purchase of two 
big hotel chains (Sal am and 
Dounia-PLM) for $300 
million and construction of 
a phosphoric acid plant 
with participation by Indian 
group Birla (5250 million) 
and a semiconductor plant 
by Thomson SGS for $360 
million. 

He said South Korean 
group Daewoo would start 
a cathode ray tube factory 
and an auto assembly plant 
for a total investment of 
$400 million. 
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ACROSS 
1 Silly saps 
S Heart -oF-Dixie 
slate 

15 Like leftovers 

16 Island in the 
Saronic Gulf 

17 Midler film 
16 Armored 

breastplate 

19 Why not? 

20 Domesticated 

22 Westernmost 
Aleutian 

23 Wrath ' 

24 Relatrves 

25 Continental 
abbr. 

26 Soho 
sidewalk's edge 

28 Shows the way 

30 Drtty 

31 Subjected to 
testing 

33 Put in stitches 

35 Obvious toupee 

36 Hearing organ 

37 Too fast 

41 One making 
inarticulate 

sounds 

45 Mild oath 

46 Entices 

48 Matching 

49 Cable siation 
from Tenn. 

50 Tonic's partner 

51 Sack 

52 Small amount 
54 Disenchanted 

fan 

56 Country way 

57 Triangular hat 
59 Desertlike 

61 Shapeless 
chair 

62 Chad, the actor 

63 Borgn'me and 
Hemingway 

64 Legislative 
bodies 

DOWN 

1 AJmond-ish 

2 Is innate 

3 Rocks on the 
edge 

4 Violent conflicts 

5 O.J.’s judge 

6 Criterion 



Peanuts 


I HEARP THE COYOTES MOtiJLING AGAIN 
LAST NIGHT, CHARUE BROWN.. 



r THAT'S THE 
LONELIEST 
50UNP IN THE 
„ WORLD.. 

Un, 
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By Willy A. Wiseman 

New York, NY 

7 Moved under 
cover 

8 Goes up 

9 Praise 

10 The Greatest 

11 Actress Theda 

12 Unpaid 
performer 

13 Make flats 
sharps 

14 Removed 
doubts 

21 Actress Farrow 

27 Exposed 

28 Aboveboard 

29 Litigators 

30 Chances to 
play 

32 M-m-rrwn 
good! 

34 Greek T" 

37 Beatles song or 
movie 

38 One who 
Chooses not to 
see 

39 Ala 
philosopher 
Immanuel 

40 Sea cows 
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41 Very 
beginnings 

42 Satin-artd- 
moire striped 

fabric 

43 Rise 

44 Acting 
monarchs 

47 "Road to ‘ 


53 Skin problem 

54 Unruly kid 

55 Speak 
incoherently 

56 ‘Doctor 
Zhivago' . 
heroine 

58 Archaic: abbr. 
60 Biddy 


Andy Capp 
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you HAVE TO S 
HAD LOST VOIJR 
HEAD TD ATTEMPT 
A TACKLE ON 
THAT BLOKE ) 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 


mu l \ KfcWitMtseK MISS BLOTZ 
THAT OLD FLAME OF MINE 
I USED TO GO WITH 
YEARS AGO/ 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1998 


By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services. Inc. 


ARIES: ([March 21 to April 19) Don t be late for work 
this morning. Your boss is watching to make sure every- 
body is on time and applying themselves to their (asks. If 
you’re not in the mood, don’t let it show. This afternoon, 
you’ll have opportunities to get together with friends. Set 
up something for lunch or dinner. The party could go well 
into the evening. 

TAURUS: (.April 20 to May 20) The morning is best for 
adventure. If you can’t think of anything exciting, ask a 
creative friend to help. Make sure it happens by gathering 
up your best friends and taking them all to an exciting 
place together. This (foes not have to be expensive, just 
unusual. How about a picnic on top of the tallest building 
in town?. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) There’s an opportunity to. 
advance in your career today. If you need money, that s the 
way to get it. Those numbers on the credit card bill indi- 
cate money you owe the bank, not the other way around. 
Actually, credit should be easy to get maybe even easy 
enough to buy a house. If that's the plan, make calls first 
thin g this morning. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Make your move early, 
while you have the advantage. Later on. problems get in 
the way of your plans. Postpone an engagement until later 
in the week. Travel looks excellent on Thursday and Fri- 
day. If you can talk the boss into giving you a long week- 
end. you can work overtime later, or even tonight You 
could use the money. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) The workday is still intense, 
at least until around noon. Figure out what you can dele- 
gate and get rid of as much of your work as possible this 
afternoon. Somebody with experience in an area you 
know nothing about is your best choice. Hire an expert to 
do a job you find tedious. It'll be money well spent 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Your attitude has 
changed. Everything looks easier. It's almost like being in 
love. In fact, you might be in love. The feeling will be 
most intense this morning, so don’t let it make you late for 
work. Later in the day the pace will quicken. You may still 
have your head in the clouds, but you'd better pay atten- 
tion. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is a good day 
for cleaning house. You could get the chance to entenain 
company this evening; romance may be involved. If you 
don’t already have some thing scheduled, maybe you'd 
better make a phone calL This evening will be excellent 
for making plans for the future. The crazier the better!. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You’ll stan out 
this week with an interesting prospect There's more to 
learn before you really master it There may be romance 
involved. You're either falling in love with your teacher or 
student, or you're learning something together. If you're 
not involved in a project that meets that description, think 
of o ne an d do iL 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) This is 
a good day for business. There could be money coming 
into your account, if you play your cards right There's a 
temptation to goof off. Do you want to play or get down 
to Iciness? Maybe you donjt want to take on the extra 
responsibifity. If you focus on long-term goals, it won't 

seem so hard It might even be fun. . 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You're good at 
figuring things out anyway, but today you've got a bit of a 
tailwind. You're luckier, too, and a little more willing to try 
things you've never done before. Later on tonight the moon 
will be going into Aquarius. After that happens, it's time to go 
shopping. Don't worry, you'll know. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) A friend would 
like for your help out of a tough situation. You wouldn't 
mind doing iL if you could just figure out how. This is a 
little out of your area of expertise. Consult with a person 
who knows more about finances than you do. There could 
be a simple solution to your rather complicated problem. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Make your move 
early while you have the advantage. Friends are coming 
from a supportive place and their coaching is just "what 
you need. You’re going into a phase when you'll be very 
powerful. It’s important to have plans made before then. 
Don’t waste this opportunity because you’re not focused 
this morning. 




Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“This book is 9 cents per page _ 
and this book is 12 cents per page. 
That’s how I decide which book to bu; 
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Unscramble those lour Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Arprfon 




SHARTH 


'Y > 


ENJCYHP ON 
THEIR NATURE 
WALK. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


mum 


Saturday’s 


(Answers 

■Aimbles: GAWKY IRONY CANDID FER 
Answer - Unplugging the kitchen sink left Dad 
DRAINED 
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A review of news from theArabic Press 

Waked sees no obstacles, burden in 
higher listing fees on Jordanian firms 


MAHER AL WAKED, a member o| 
the board of the Jordan Securities Com- 
mission. said the inovase in the 1'ecs of 
livings at the Am nun Financial Market 
*ould not cause an obstacle or he a bur- 
den on public shareholding comp.mics. 
He added that the increase in fees came m 
response iu plans to develop the attack 
exchange as it raises iinancial resources to 
meet the latest developments as required 
by. the new securities law. 

**The increase in iisiine tco was taken 
after □ comparative study with uther lift- 
ing tees in Arab and international mar- 
kets," Dr. Waked said. “It was fixed at no 
more than JD 10,000 as specified in the 
internal regulations of the Amman Finan- 
cial Market. He added that the fees can he 
considered as moderate it compared with 
neighbouring markets in terms of the 
absolute figure. 

Confirming that the increase w ; as not 
extremely high. Dr. Waked indicated that 
all companies have willingly paid the fees 
without complaining. He" said the com- 
mission will evaluate the amount of the 
fees from time to time and that "tlicrc is 
no sacred c>r fixed lorinula" iw.uinc that 
the government has recently lowered a 
number of fees and taxes un public share- 
holding companies in addition In abolish- 
ing the capitalisation tax. 

Asked about a number of companies 


which seek n> have new listings hut .ne 
passing through difficult situations. Dr. 
Waked said the regulations do not differ- 
clUtutc between one company and another 
as long as the Amman Financial Market 
pros ides its services m all the companies 
equajls. "These tecs do not hindci the 
activities o| any company taking into con- 
si tit ration that the fees have not been 
dunged inr mute than twenty years." he 
stressed. 

The Amman Chamber of Indusiiy lus 
asked the ehainu.ni of the commission to 
exempt some companies from |mving the 
increase dud to dilficuli conditions they 
are passing through. Noting that the 
increase would negatively a fleet some 
companies, the chamber imped that the 
decision ui increase the tecs would be 
reconsidered so as shares ol Jordanian 
companies continue to be traded at the 
stock exchange 

Dr. Waked said that thetc is a new struc- 
ture tor the capital an* I financial markets 
that include setting up an Amman bourse 
jnd a depository centre to be m.inagcil hy 
the private sector. In addition, there w ill 
be a number ot new orgailiviliuna! pro- 
jects to upgrade the jvi fon nance at the 
Jordanian capital market and bring it m 
line with new developments m the world 
t.M Ka’i + A1 Dlistoiirl. 


i V 


: \ 




The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

ITL 

NLG 

FRF 

US Dollar 

- 

1.8200 

0.6114 

1.4676 

127.73 

1.4220 

1784.63 

2.0616 

6.0990 

DE Mark 

0.5495 

- 

0.3367 

0.8062 

70.17 

0.7809 

885.40 

1.1270 

3.3606 

GB Sterling 

1.6355 

2.9800 


2.4011 

208.86 

2.3257 

2934.95 

3.3652 

9.9749 

CH Franc 

0.6814 

123.94 

0.4162 

- 

87.01 

0.9683 

1222.02 

139.71 

4.1532 

JP Yen 

0.0078 

1.4241 

0.4783 

1.1483 

- 

1.1127 

1404 

160.62 

4.7723 

CA Dollar 

0.7032 

1.2581 

0.4226 

1.0123 

1.11 

• 

1241.24 

1.4181 

4.2164 

• IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0139 

0.3405 

0.081 B 

1406.67 

0.7922 

■ 

11.43 

3.3977 

NL Guilder 

0.4874 

88.69 

0.2979 

71.53 

62.22 

0.6930 

874.63 

- 

2.9722 

FR Franc 

0.1640 

0.2983 

0.1002 

24.0534 

20.92 

0.2331 

33.63 

33.6300 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 


Currency 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Rlyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1000 


USD 


1410* 

0.2666 

2.65 

0.2747 

3^712 

0J723 

0.66 

0.2341 


JOD 


0.7030 


0.1890 

14807 

0.1347 

2.3193 

0.1930 

0.4640 

0.20B5 


Energy 


• OBs 

Last 

Prevtouj 

Brent 

13.89 

13.97 

W. Texas 

16.09 

16.08 

Bonny 

13.89 

13.97 

Dubai 

12.39 

12-47 

ULGas 

160.00 

161.00 


SAR 


3.7606 

S4B98 


94485 

1.0301 

124686 

1.0212 

2.4645 

1.1031 


BAH 


0.3770 

0.6317 

0.1005 


1.0301 

1.2332 

0.1026 

0.2467 

0.1109 


OAT 


3.6408 

6.1361 

0.97 

9.66 


11.91 
0.9913 
2.3827 
1.07 0B 


KUW 


0.3067 

0,4312 

0.0815 

0.8109 

0.0840 


0.0832 

0.2001 

0.0899 


AED 


3.6728 

6.1*03 

0.98 

9.74 

1.01 

12.01 


2.4037 

1.0802 


lbp 


1628.00 

2166.16 

407.41 

4053.16 

419.69 

4998.36 

416.03 


449.41 


EGP 


3.4000 

4.7*66 

0.9066 

9.0188 

0.9339 

0.9339 

0.9257 

2.2251 


Mid-East Currencies 


.... Meta) 

Bid 

Offer 

GoW (oz‘s) 
Silver (oz'sj 
Platinum (oz's) 
AL (3 Months) 
CU (3 Months) 
Zinc (3 Months) 
Lead (3 Months) 
M (3 Months) 

297 
6.54 
379.2 
m/ADRF 
m/ADRf 
M/A ORf 
8N/ADW 
M/A DRI 

297.6 

6.69 

38102 

tN/ADRF 

miA DRT 
W/ADRf 
WX/ADRf 
HU/ADRF 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

SA Rlyal 

0.2666 

0-4855 

0.16303 

0.39164 

34.076 

AE Dirham 

0.2723 

0.49681 

0.16648 

0.39982 

34.7959 

KW Dinar 

3.2712 

5.96693 

2 

4.80307 

418.06 

BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.83092 

1.6218 

3.8956 

338.983 

CY Pound 

1.8709 

3.406 

1.1436 

2.7455 

238.97 


B9 
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Months 


Months 



USD 


6.60 

6.60 

6.63 

6.S3 


GBP 

7.41 

7.43 

7^13 

7.31 

7.25 


JPY 

0.44 

0.43 

0.60 

0.63 

0.47 


OEM 

3.73 

3.41 

3.47 

3.68 

3.82 


FRF 

3.72 

4.06 

3.62 

3.60 

3.67 


CHF 

0.71 

0.77 

0.93 

0.97 

1.30 


tTL 

6.11 

6.96 

6.69 

6.25 

6.02 


■ JOD Cross Rates 


‘^Commodity 

Last 

Deflvery 

Coffee (c/lbs) 


Spot 

Cocoa (Sfton) 

K3I; 

Spot 

Sugar (Sfton) 

KB 

Spot 

Wheat (Sfton) 

0 


Soya (c/Ibs) 

26.76 

Spot 

Tea (stg/kg) 


Spot 

Barley (S/bsh) 


Spot 

Rice (Sfton) 

■ms 

Spot 


iMiBSi i 

E 39 

EH 

US Oolfar 

0.708 

0.710 

GB Sterling 

1.167 

1.1628 

DE Mark 

0.3886 

0.3904 

CH Franc 

0.4818 

04842 

FR Franc 

0.1169 

0.1166 

JP Yen 

0.6634 

0.5662 

NL Guilder 

0.3448 

0.3466 

IT Lira 

0.394 

EESm 
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OECD investment accord impossible 
without U.S.-EU Helms-Burton agreement 


PARIS tAl-lfi — It will he 
impassible lor indmui.il 
countries to c« include .{ 
planned tmestutem iiberah- 
■wimm agiccmcnt by the 
April itr.hJIinc if die L'niteJ 
Suites and F.iiropcan L n» >n 
ilil' ido tail i cs« >l\c their dis- 
pute »»\cr Cuba tir.cst incut 
by then, tire ULCD has said 
"I'Acrbady is aw.uc that 
tbcic can hj- no M.\l /multi- 
lateral imcstnient aguv- 
mcui.t unless there is an 


.rcicpt.tbie solum -n on Lhis 
v.'ore." the v.fa:n;iaii v'f the 

MAl ncgt^iating gMup. 
Frails Fncerir.-.' toij M-artiai- 


Ui:t >.1 tar “there is r.or the 
bfcakthfouiils t.ccJcd before 
we can sign up to the MAI.” 
he said. 

Tlieie jsc a nyinber ol 
other \MiVsundmg isvucs to 
be res. died be! ore die 
( Again s.ition tor Exonoir.ic 
Ci tnper.ti ton and I>r\ drip- 


A quality home, 
a quiet location, 
an attractive offer 


To AJ Haihemiya Palace, 




Khiida 
Gas Starion 


For Rent A Semi-Villa m o tfatiic-tree, pcll-jncn •ree s-ec 
Neo/ Hussein Medical Center, Mooiessoun School and 
shopping areu. — Ifalun marble floors. Zola-ccared ; 
Beautiful oat from door, glass security fronr enforce 
Spacious master bedroom with closet area, spacious 
bathroom with provisions tor c jocuJ?>. - Three tearooms 
ovetloC'kmg the bad. gaicen. 'hree bathrooms Sitting room, 
lounge and dining rocin ever looking the front garden. 

Alarm System connected ta alarm station and police sta*. o r . 
and iull lime guard Telephone and intercom Lies 
Underground warer 'lorage, boiler room, star er-ocm or a 
ges -caruster room Contact Tel. 553 6161 ot 553-6162 
from 8:00 to 11:00, 14:00-16:00, and 19:00 up 
or Mobile Tel. 079-26386 anytime. 


mem i OECD 1 cun srul the 
ugracmen:. hut Lhr L‘ S.-EL 
di'-putc ha*. he revolved 
hiljierJly be! ore The agree- 
ment c^n he .-jpJed. 

MAl ha\ ptuved a partieu- 
l.tfiy dd tic oil ijivue for the 2‘» 
OEC'D member t \.»u!itries. 

It un*. launched in May 
i*W5. aimed at en.-u.ring thai 
txireign iPaMu:-. would be 
given The same mvesunem 

access atid p:L'U.*ctii»n a- 

clomesric m*. esjor.s in sigRj- 
mry cviur.tr.es. 

But :’wmbers failed to 
reach agreement by the May 
1 09 ? deadline, and ga 1 . e 
extra year, 
runnin*-' out 


thuinNCb. 

.ip- an 

Tun/ i- 

:> ‘W i 

jgoin. w 

till iha 

annual 

OECD 

mccun-j 

i>ti krri 1 

Thu .w 

TcxrRiiii: 

been Wa! 

il % . 

u.rigrnal 

a.mb:!:n: 

t*. i> now 

■- irraiil: 

Lxxaiion 

5->ur->. : 

will not 

be :.'i: 

Eimcrin-j 

! -aia. 


mintsienal 


memd ea . 


Mr 


The airu«uo/.s ai stake arc 
enormous: Foreign direct 
imesljnent from OECD 
member countries totalled 
some S25 L J billion in lri'itv. 

Die EL'-L'.S. dispute cen- 
tre- un tire C S. Heims-Bur- 
Ivm Law which ai!ou> Wash- 
ington so penaiisc foreign 
v"« >un tries operating in the 
L mie-J States Lt im e sling in 
Cuba and Iran. 

Failure to icsolsc tltis issue 
creates problems for clauses 
in the \l.Al Cii'.erire Cv»nfiiei 


uf jurisdiction, expropriation 
and retroactive legislation. 

PtcmJciu Bill Clinton has 
suspended a clause in the 
law allowing C.S. compa- 
nies to sue foreign compa- 
nies using expropriated prop- 
erty in Cuba, but Congress 
has said an agreement must 
he reached with the ELi by 
Apnl v»n inv esurient in 
expropriated properly or il 
will press the administration 
for punitive action against 
European companies. 

The Helms- Bunon issue is 
far tn»m being the only out- 
standing problem in the 
MAl, however. Disagree- 
ments also remain on a long 
list of issues, including the 
extent of exceptions to be 
allowed individual member 
Countries, protecuon of intel- 
lectual property rights, treat- 
ment vif indirect investment 
and how to avoid de facto 
discrimination. 

Mr. tngenng said that all 
these issues are still out- 
standing alter a week of talks 
by senior officials here, and 
that is now up in a deputy 
ministerial meeting here in 
February to make clear the 
extent of political will to sea! 
an agreement. 

Business leaders who met 
with MAl negotiators here 
expressed coil cent that the 
agreement w ill end up being 
so watered down that it will 
represent little progress on 
existing relatively liberal 
investment access to OECD 


markets. 

“A successful agreement 
would be of enormous bene- 
fit in increasing flows of for- 
eign direct invesinieni 
around the world by creating 
j secure and favourable 
investment climate." the 
International Chamber of 
Commerce said in a state- 
ment. 

But business leaders 
expressed concern that "as 
negviliations progressed, the 
agreeniciti was being 
watered down." noting that 
their support is v ital to per- 
suade national legislatures, 
nulably the L’.S. Congress, 
to ratify the agreement. 

Business is particularly 
concerned that binding core, 
labour rules not be included 
in the agreemeni. noi least 
because this might discour- 
age non -OECD CLHintries 
from signing up. 

There is also concern 
about the high level of 
exceptions being sought by 
some countries — France, 
backed by the EC. wants a 
"cultural exception" to pro- 
tect its arts sector, for 
instance, which other coun- 
tries fear could become a 
hlankei excuse for excluding 
a u ide range of investment. 

Mr. Engrnng acknowl- 
edged that the next three 
months of negotiations will 
be very tough, but said he 
still believes a good agree- 
ment will be reached. 


rZNANCZAZ. MARXET 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY *S NAME 

P / E 

orv. 

NO. 

or 

TRAMS. 

NO. OP 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 'CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICE PRICE 


346.000 250.000 

ARAB BANE 

15.2 

1.21 

15 

420 

138920 

331.00 

330.00 

1.00- 


2.340 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BZ. 

» 

0.00 

19 

7723 

13B27 

1.77 

1.80 

.03* 

♦s 

6.600 

3.190 

CAIRO AMMAN BANE 

6.7 

4.62 

* 

1000 

3250 

3.29 

3.25 

.04- 

s 

3.540 

1-3 JO 

BANE Or JORDAN 

4.3 

o.ca 

3 

1450 

1987 

1.39 

1.37 

,02- 

5 

2 . 680 

1 .650 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BA. 

1C.1 

6.18 

8 

9650 

16309 

1.69 

1.69 


s 

4.180 

1.850 

JOR. KUWAIT SANE 

1C.1 

0.00 

2 

155 

295 

1-90 

1.90 



.920 

■ b29 

JOR.CULT BANK 

4.2 

9.86 

3 

10500 

7755 

.72 

.71 

.01- . 

s 

4.020 

1.990 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

10.7 

4.57 

8 

2700 

5670 

2.11 

2.10 

.01- 


2.350 

1.700 

JOR . 1 NV . PI N . BANX/ NEW 

E 

0.00 

4 

725 

1171 

1.70 

1.61 

.09- 


HAHX SECTOR TOTALS INDEX : 231. 

16 *CMG : 

-0.22 

63 

34323 

189183 





2.210 

1.590 

JOR TRENCH INSUR. 

5.9 

7.14 

5 

12350 

25935 

2.10 

2.10 



2.350 

1.800 

ARAB LIFE INS OR. 

8.1 

4.78 

1 

600 

1140 

1.86 

1.90 

.04* 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 121. 

.10 *CRG< 

■K>. 19 

6 

12950 

27075 





2.050 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PVR . 

9.7 

4.98 

16 

7350 

14728 

2.00 

2.01 

.01* 


3-. 800 

2.450 

HIKEH MINERALS 

20.2 

3.91 

2 

ICO 

399 

3.80 

3.99 

.19* 

s 

7.500 

3.750 

VWCL5. OWNERS FED. 

8.S 

4.50 

1 

ICC 

389 

4.09 

3.89 

.20- 

* 

3.050 

2.200 

SHIPPING LINES 

12.2 

6.19 

1 

2000 

4200 

2.20 

2.10 

.10- 


1.550 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

o.oo 

3 

10CC 

1003 

1.01 

1.00 

.01- 


.610 

.410 

JORDAN INTL.TRAD. 

22.6 

0.00 

1 

50 

22 

.46 

.44 

.02- 


4.000 

2 .690 

ARAB INTL. INV.EDDC. 

10.3 

0.00 

1 

1000 

3950 

3.95 

3.95 

- 


1.090 

.900 

2ARKA EDUCATION 


0.00 

5 

2000 

I860 

.93 

.93 

- 


1.930 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.1 

6.43 

9 

2800 

4788 

• 1.70 

1.71 

.01* 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 116.56 *CHC: 

-0.30 

'HWTM 

16400 

3133B ■ 





4.450 

2.690 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

IB. 5 

4.00 

8 

24900 

68476 

2.74 

2.75 

.01* 


4.140 

3.050 

JOR. PHOSPHATE HIKES 

9.6 

2.90 

I 

2000 

6900 

3.48 

3.45 

.03- 


7.050 

5.620 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.8 

3.14 

6 

3400 

23600 

S.BS 

6.10 

.25* 


11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL- REF I NARY 

9.8 

6.77 

11 

5660 

57448 

10.18 

10.14 

.04- 


4.640 

3.440 

ARAB PHARH. KAHP. 

12.9 

4.27 

68 

21293 

99425 

4.74 

4.68 

.06- 

+s 

7.200 

4.420 

JOR. CERAMIC IMD. 

4.7 

4.42 

2 

2000 

4520 

2. 38 

2.26 

.12- 

s 

1.420 

.780 

RAPIA INDUSTRIES 


0.00 

6 

1225 

901 

.78 

.82 

.04* 


6.000 

4.400 

DAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

14.2 

4.31 

3 

1200 

6927 

5.77 

S.80 

.03+ 


3.600 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. I HD. 

5.6 

10.42 

7 

2300 

5500 

2.40 

2.40 

- 


.610 

.400 

LIVESTOCK l POULTRY 

9.1 

0.00 

9 

3600 

1548 

.43 

.43 

- 

s 

3.690 

1.880 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

10.2 

2.95 

3 

1074 

2683 

2.59 

2.47 

.32- 


1-190 

.680 

ARAB PAPER COMV.TRD. 

22.9 

0.00 

2 

SOO 

373 

.78 

.75 

.03- 

3 

3.000 

.920 

NATL. CABLE WIRE. HP AC 

24.6 

0.00 

2J 

9950 

10233 

1.06 

1.02 

.04- 


.790 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHOl 


0.00 

5 

2100 

1197 

.57 

.57 

- 


1.570 

1.150 

ARAB PHARM.CKEM. 

15.6 

5. 74 

5 

2300 

1220 

1.23 

1.22 

.01- 

s 

1.760 

.810 

univ. moon. liras. 

P 

.26 

30 

33200 

28022 

.86 

-B4 

.02- 


1.410 

.690 

JOR . I NDS . RESOURCES 

:o.o 

13.51 

2 

400 

294 

-74 

.74 

— 


.930 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

16.5 

0.00 

"% 

650 

765 

-90 

.90 

- 


1.880 

1.290 

EL - 3AY READY WEAR 

47.2 

k).0J 

9 

3100 

4172 

1-15 

1.34 

.Ol- 


1.200 

.860 

UNION CH. L VEC. 

4S.5 

0.00 

9 

91CC 

9190 

1-01 

1.00 

.01- 


.810 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

31.2 

7.25 

1 

250 

173 

.69 

.69 

— 


.640 

• 570 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.6 

16.13 

8 

4500 

2746 

.62 

.62 

- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 111. 

,57 *CHC: 

-1.62 

220 

134102 

336380 




GRAND TOTAL 


MW 1 

♦0.41 

327 

197775 

583976 
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.540 

.340 

JOR. TRADE PAG. 

10.1 

0.30 

20 

72900 

26978 

.38 

.38 

_ 


.600 

-660 

UNION INV. 50* 

9 

0.00 

IS 

65544 

14333 

.71 

.72 

.01+ 


■ 620 

.360 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 

9 

o.ca 

9 

10200 

4461 

.44 

.44 


S 

36.000 

1.050 

JOR TOURIST TRANS. CO 

3.9 

2.50 

I 

ICO 

110 

1.05 

i.10 

.05* 


.780 

.610 

AL-DAWLIYAH 75* 

65.3 

0.00 

5 

307 

131 

.68 

- 6B 

_ 


.290 

.140 

JOH. JNDS. MATCH- JZMCO 

9 

o.cc 

I 

1C3C 

160 

.16 

.16 

_ 


.640 

.370 

ARAB FOOD L MED. 

9 

o.oa 

2 

1200 

480 

.40 

.40 

_ 


.480 

.240 

ARAB INTL.IKV.TRO. 

27.6 

a. co 

7 

14500 

3482 

.25 

.24 

.01- 


.550 

.280 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

O.JO 

3 

750 

213 

.28 

.29 

.01* 


.710 

.360 

NATL . MULT . ENC . HAM ICO 

9 

G.QC 

26 

3325C 

12636 

.39 

.39 


N 

1.230 

.890 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

13.8 

0.00 

2 

1CC0 

1140 

1.09 

1.14 

.OS* 


.630 

.310 

HAYSAK DIES 6 MOULDS 


0.00 

i 

250 

B3 

.31 

.33 

.02* 


.670 

.580 

MIDEAST PHARH. 90* 

E 

0.00 

3 

158000 

80589 

.61 

.61 



1.500 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

9 

0.00 

3 

488 

550 

1.38 

1.38 



.730 

.550 

RAZI PHARH. 

E 

0.00 

4 

3150 

2206 

.70 

.70 



.<60 

.240 

IKtlS . ENG. 

9 

0.00 

S 

8800 

2277 

.25 

.26 

.01* 


.830 

.510 

INOS. CERAMIC 

13.9 

0.00 

i_ 

250 

133 

.51 

.53 

.02* 

H 

.950 

.550 

ADVANCED PHARMA. IWD. 

e 

0.00 

29 

27366 

17S40 

.65 

.64 



.830 

.490 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

3 

750 

398 

.52 




.950 

.480 

OPT: CALC HEARING 75* 

E 

0.00 

3 

6300 

1389 




H 

1.000 

.660 

BAT. ALUMINIUM. 75' 

94.6 

0.00 

5 

370C 

1591 

.67 




1.100 

.720 

ARAB I NT. FOOD PACT. 

46.2 

e.oo 

5 

5227 

5323 

1.00 



H 

1.310 

1.000 

NUTRIDAR 

E 

0.00 

17 

6650 

9851 

1.13 

1.13 

- 

CRJUID TOTAL 



. 



173 

423782 

186043 





Second biggest 
Islamic bank 


reports higher 
1997 profits 


DUBAI tAFP) — The 
world’s second biggest 
Islamic bank has reponed an 
increase of around 12 per 
cent in net profits in 1997 due 
to an upturn in investment 
and other operations. 

Net profits by the Dubai 
Islamic Bank (DIB) stood at 
63 million dirhams ($17.16 
million) in 1997 compared 
with 5o.3 million dirhams 
(SI5.34 million) in 1996. the 
bank's balance sheet showed. 

Operating income grew by 
five percent to to 505 million 
dirhams ($137.6 million) 
from 481 million dirhams 
($131 million), according to 
the balance sheet, which is io 
be endorsed by DlB’s general 
assembly. Iv showed a growth 
of around 19 per cent in 
assets to 8.4 billion dirhams 
($2.28 billion) from 7.1 bil- 
lion dirhams ($1.93 billion). 

Customers deposits also 
jumped by nearly 1 8 per cent 
to 7.57 billion dirhams iS2.(>t» 
billion) from 6.37 billion 
dirhams (SI. 73 billion). 

The report showed most of 
the profits came from internal 
and foreign investments as 
well as Murabaha. which 
involves trading in real estate, 
cars, equipment and other 
materials in line with Islamic 
law. 

DIB. owned by private 
investors, was the top Islamic 
bank in the world before Abu 
Dhabi approved last year the 
creation of the biggest bunk 
of its kind with a paid-up 
capita! of one billion dirhams 
($272.4 million). 

DIB's capital stood at 497 
million dirhams (SI 35.4 mil- 
lion) at the end of 1997 fol- 
lowing a series of increases 
by the shareholders. 
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miANI Jewellers^ Gems of the world 18-21 &22L Gold. 


IN JORDAN - EGYPT & BRAZIL 
Amman. Anna Forum Hold Shoos 6th Circle 
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Area: 200 sq.m. 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Rea) 
Estate 

Tel.: 5920605 / 
5920609 
Fax: 5932605 


STUDIO HRIG 

Profession# quality In 

d Naur oanrlrv} 


1 hour.sarvice 
Develop ywr colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

• free enlergetn&n 

20 x 30 cm. 

Shmeteani- Opposite 
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West Asian basketball 
qualifiers start today 

Riyadi play Iranian champions, 
Jazireh meet Yemen’s Mina ’ 


By Aieen Bannayan 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 1 sr West Asian Zone 
basketball qualifiers open here 
Monday with top five teams vying for 
the sole qualifying berth to the Asian 
Clubs Championship which will be 
held in Malaysia April 25-Mav 2. 

Al Jazireh Aramex. the Kingdom’s 
reigning champions will beihosting the 
Feb. 23-27 event which groups 
Lebanon's Al Riyadi. Syria's Al 
Wihdeh. Yemen's Al Mina'. Iran's 
Zobohan and Jordan's Al Jazireh. 
Palestine's Al Quds recently declined. 

The tournament comes amid Al 
Jazireh’s preparations to retain the 
Kingdom's basketball crown which 
they won last year ending a 30-year 
domination bv rivals Orthodox! and Al 
Ahli. 

Four referees from the Asian 
Basketball Confederation (ABC) will 
be on hand for the toumev which will 
be televised live on JTV and Future 
TV of Lebanon. 

Aramex has undertaken the cost of 
accommodation for the teams and will 
be the sole sponsor at an estimated 
cost of at JD20.00C). 

According to the ABC West Asia 
Zone coordinator Aw wad Haddad, the 
Asian Clubs Championship will 
include ID titleholding Asian teams: 
The top four from the last champi- 
onship. one each from the .ABC's five 
zones, and the host nation. 

The ABC five zones are: Middle 
Asia. East Asia. South East Asia. West 
Asia and the Gulf. 

A I Riyadi will probably be the 
strongest contender in the qualifiers, 
having three professionals in their 


lineups. The Iranian team also boasts 
two Yugoslav pros and the Syrian team 
includes veteran national team players 
including Anwar Abdul Hay, and Tarif 
Qutrash. 

Al Jazireh had a training camp in 
Cairo, losing two while winning 
another two matches against Egyptian 
and Saudi teams. Their lineup has 
been boosted by the experinece of Al 
Ahli’s veteran playmaker Samir 
Murqus who has opted to return to the 
game and signed with Al Jazireh after 
a two-season retirmenL 

“He has fit in with the team, he is 
playing well,” Jazireh’s coach Fadi 
Sabbah told the Jordan Times. 

“Iran and Lebanon might be the 
favourites. We have to concentrate and 
give it all we got to stand a competitve 
chance.” 

Asked about the possibility of 
including professional players on Al 
Jazireh’s team, chief of the organising 
committee Fadi Ghandour was 
adamant to note that he wanted no 
change on his lineup which will soon 
compete for the Kingdom's title. 

“We have confidence in our team, 
and our plans are long term. We do not 
work for a particular championship 
only.” 

He however added that he did not 
oppose the idea of non-Jordanian play- 
ers in the league as “that would bene- 
fit the overall standard of the game in 
the Kingdom." 

In 1997 alone. Aramex spent 
JD80,000 to sponsor Al Jazireh's bas- 
ketball teams. This year, the team will 
travel to Malaysia if they win the qual- 
ifiers. The agenda also includes the 
Arab Clubs Championships in Beirut 
March 23- April 2. 


Ghandour said holding the qualifiers 
in Amman were part of celebrations 
marking Aramex’s 15 years of opera- 
tion. 

‘The tournament will be open to the 
Jordanian public free of charge. This is 
our gift for Jordanian basketball fans 
as it is not often that we host events 
grouping Arab champion teams.” 

Al Jazireh Club Chairman Abdullah 
Kiswani underlined his appreciation 
for Aramex adding that the team 
would not have been crowned the 
Kingdom's champions had it not been 
for the serious support and over 
JD700.000 in sponsorship from its 
generous sponsor. 

“Aramex have sponsored us for the 
last 10 years. They are an example 
worth following and we cannot begin 
to express our appreciation.” 

Al Jazireh’s lineup includes five 
national team players including 
Hus am Lutfi, Ma’an Odeh and Naser 
Alawneh who might miss the first 
match because of injury. 

Al Orthodoxi and Al Ahli had previ- 
ously taken pan in the Asian Clubs 
championship with Al Ahli securing 
the best Jordanian showing with a 
fourth place finish in 1995. 

Al Jazireh won the Kingdom’s bas- 
ketball crown in 1997 leaving tradi- 
tional rivals Al Ahli in second place 
and Al Orthodoxi third. 

Al Orthodoxi had an undisputed 
reign from 1976- 1989. Al Ahli won 
the title in 1990, 1992, 1993 and 1994 
while Al Orthodoxi came back to win 
in 1995 and 1996 and are currently 
preparing to get back the title. 


Novotna, 

Schnyder 

cruise 

through 

to Hanover 

final 

HANOVER (AFP) — 
Czech top seed Jana 
Novotna .will face 
Switzerland's Patty 

Schnyder in the final of the 
$450,000 WTA event here 
after both cruised through 
their semi-finals on 
Saturday. 

Novotna had too much 
guile for 16-year-old 
Russian Anna Koumikova. 
w innin g 6-3. 6-3 and 

uoseeded Schnyder beat 
Sabme Appelmans of 
Belgium by the same score. 

Novotna. 29. said she had 
been surprised how at 
Florida-based 
Kouniikova’s aggressive 
tactics. 

“She surprised me a bit 
by coming to the net so 
often,” said the Czech. 

Koumikova's approach 
failed to pay off. however, 
and after Novotna opened 
out a 3-0 lead in the first set 
she was seldom threatened, 
winning the match on her 
first match point. 

Schnyder. ranked 25, 
made equally light work of 
Appelmans, who had beat- 
en Steffi Graf in the quar- 
ter-finals. 


Triumph of the underdogs at African Nations Cup 


OUAGADOUGOU (AFP) 
— Outsiders Burkina Faso 
and Democratic Republic of 
Congo reached the semi- 
finals of the African Nations 
Cup as the underdog tri- 
umphed this weekend. 

Burkina Faso beat World 
Cup finalists Tunisia 8-7 on 
penalties following a 1-1 
scoreline after extra-time in 
Ouagadougou on Saturday, 
and DR Congo beat 
Cameroon, who have also 
qualified for France *98, 1-0 
on Friday. 

Burkina Faso now face 
Egypt, who beat Ivory 
Coast 5-4 on penalties fol- 
lowing a 0-0 draw Saturday 
night, in the semi-final in 
Bobo-Dioulasso on 

Wednesday (2000 GMT). 


DR Congo meet the win- 
ners of Sunday’s last quar- 
ter-final between Morocco 
and South Africa (1600 
GMT), in Wednesday's first 
semi-final at 

Ouagadougou’s 4th August 
stadium (1600 GMT). 

Nine-man DR Congo 
knocked World Cup final- 
ists Cameroon out of the 
tournament when Congo 
striker Mbuilua Tondelua 
headed home in the first half 
in a match where defenders 
Esele Bakasu and Mundaba 
Kisombe were sent off after 
the break for second book- 
able offences. 

Congo’s preparations for 
these finals were chaotic to 
say the least, but coach 
Pierre Kalala’s side still had 


enough to oust Cameroon 
from the competition. 

Roger Mill a, Cameroon’s 
World Cup hero in Italy in 
1990, was in tears at the 
Omnisport stadium and 
African Confederation 
(CAF) president Issa 
Hayatou of Cameroon was 
also present to witness their 
team’s downfall. 

But the fairytale run of 
hosts Burkina Faso contin- 
ued as they beat the fancied 
Tunisians. 

The dramatic quarter-final 
had finished 1-1 after extra 
time before a capacity 
45.000 crowd at the August 
4 Stadium with Tunisian 
Hassan Gabsi levelling in 
the final minute of normal 
time. Kassoum Ouedraogo 


had put the Burkinabe 
Stallions ahead on the 
stroke of half-time by con- 
verting a penalty kick after 
goalkeeper Ali Boumnijel 
fouled Seydou Traore. 

Burkina Faso, ranked only 
27th in Africa when the 
tournament kicked-off two 
weeks ago, lost their open- 
ing match against 
Cameroon only to reach the 
last eight with controversial 
victories over Algeria and 
Guinea. 

Tunisia, nmners-up to 
hosts South Africa in the 
previous edition of the bien- 
nial competition, struggled 
throughout the game. 

Burkina's coach Philippe 
TYoussier, who takes over 
the reins of South African 


on March 1, said: “This is a 
great moment. Words fail to 
express what I feel and we 
are beginning to write a new 
phase in Burkina Faso foot- 
ball history.” 

Egypt earned their right to 
play Burkina after convert- 
ing their mandatory five 
penalties while Ibrahima 
Diomande missed the third 
Ivorian kick, costing his 
side the match. 

Egypt came closest to 
scoring in normal time 
when defender Samir 
Kamouna struck a free-kick 
against the crossbar with 
goalkeeper Alain 

Gouaraene well beaten mid- 
way through the second 
half. 


Rosset, Rusedski in final Top teams find the going tough 


ANTWERP (AFP) — Defending champion Marc Rosset 
of Switzerland will play Britain’s big-serving Greg 
Rusedski in the final of the $1 million European 
Community Championship on Sunday after defeating 
Patrick Rafter of Australia 7-6 (7/4), 7-6 (7/2). 

Rusedski defeated Slovakian Karol Kucera 6-4. 6-3 in the 
other semi-final. 

Rosset was helped on his way when Rafter suffered a 
groin injury and needed treatment off court before the start 
of the second set. 

“The left groin went on me on the second point of first 
tiebreaker.” said the Aussie. 

“It felt like a pinch and then I felt it catch when moving 
laterally. The trainer gave me a leg support and it eased up 
after a while." 

The fifth-seeded Rusedski, a finalist in Split a fortnight 
ago, started cautiously but eventually ran out an easy win- 
ner against Kucera completing his victory with an ace. 

He won the set after 3 1 minutes when Kucera sliced a 
backhand return wide, saved a pair of break points in the 
first game of the second, and never looked back after surg- 
ing 3-1 clear. 

T raised my game and made him work harder,” claimed 
Rusedski. 

“He came in on good form, after all he’s beaten Sampras 
and Korda this year. 1 was pleased that I fought through. I 
competed well, but I felt I struck the ball better on Friday. 

“I used the right tactics and I am playing the big points 
better and better. I just tried to mix it up and play my 
game.” 
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PARIS (AFP) — Top teams 
Marseille, Metz and 
Monaco all failed to win 
their league matches at the 
weekend, and with Paris St. 
Germain coming away with 
a 0-0 draw from Guingamp 
— Lens moved up into 
fourth place in the standings 
after scoring a 1-0 win at 
Bordeaux. 

Marseille, beaten in a 
five-goal thriller at home by 
Auxerre in the French 
Lague Cup quarter-finals in 
midweek, slipped for a sec- 
ond time in front of their 
fans on Saturday when they 
crashed to a shock 1-0 
defeat against Rennes — 
Stephane Gregoire scoring 
the only goal of the match 
on the hour. 

It was Rennes’ first win 
away from home all season. 

Despite the defeat 
Marseille stay top alongside 
Metz, who were also beaten 
in the League Cup in mid- 


week by Paris St Germain, 
on 50 points from 27 match- 
es. 

Metz, hoping to put the 
cup defeat behind them, 
were disappointed. They 
went down 2-1 at Le Havre 
where Oumar Sane (19) and 
Vikash Dhorasoo (45) gave 
the home side the perfect 
stan before Vladan Lukjc 
pulled one back for the visi- 
tors in the 63rd minute. 

Twenty four hours before 
the latest Marseille and 
Metz setbacks, Bastia, with 
seven of their first choice 
players missing from their 
lineup because of either 
injury or suspension, plun- 
dered maximum points with 
a 1-0 home win over cham- 
pions Monaco. 

Monaco were sunk thanks 
to an opportunist goal from 
second-half substitute 
Wilfrid Gohel who lobbed 
French international goal- 
keeper Fabien Barthez and 


his defenders on the hour 
with a left-footed effort. 

Lens came away from 
Bordeaux with maximum 
points after a goal from 
Anton Drobnjak in the 
62nd minute earned them a 
1-0 victory. 

But Paris St Germain, 
their Brazilian coach 
Ricardo still under fire after 
a series of disappointing 
results despite the midweek 
League Cup success, were 
held 0-0 at Guingamp. 

In Saturday’s other match- 
es Toulouse beat Nantes 1-0 
away, while Auxerre and 
Cannes, and Montpellier 
and Lyon, shared i-1 draws. 
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Detroit Pistons Don Reid takes the ball to the net past Dallas Mavericks Shawn 
Bradley in the first half of play February 21. The Pistons held the Mavericks in the 
first half with 42 per cent of shots made (Reuters photo) 

Bulls win; Jazz beat Spurs 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Scorcie Pippen . had 23 
points and Michael Jordan 
had 1 9 points on 8-for-23 as 
the Chicago Bulls beat the 
Washington Wizards 94-88 
Saturday night. 

President Bill Clinton was 
in the stands as the Wizards 
lost their fourth straight- It 
was Washington's sixth 
straight game without start- 
ing forwards Chris Webber 
and Juwan Howard. 

Toni Kukoc had 1 7 points 
for Chicago. Calberr 
Cheanev had 'a dozen of bis 
career-high 30 points in the 
first quarter for the Wizards. 

• Philadelphia 76ers 98, 
New Jersey Nets 89: At 
East Rutherford, New 
Jersey. Allen Iverson had 27 
pointsand 12 assists to lead 
the Philadelphia 76ers to a 
rare road victory. 

The Nets, who lost their 
third straight, announced 
that recently acquired cen- 
tre Rony Seikaly had an 
MRI and will -raiss-four- 
weeks with a bone contu- 
sion m' his right foot - ~ ' 

Derrick Coleman scored 
10 of his 24 points in the 
fourth quarter as the Sixers 
won for onlv the sixth time 


in 25 road games. 

Kerry Kittles led new jer- 
sey with 24 points, Sam 
Cassell scored 22 and 
Jayson Williams grabbed 24 
rebounds. 

• Detroit Pistons 94. 
Dallas Mavericks 82: At 
Dallas. Brian Williams 
scored 19 points. Joe 
Dumars had 18 and the 
Detroit Pistons got just five 
points from Grant Hill but 
beat Dallas anyway. 

Hill, averaging 21.3 
points per game, made just 
2 of 11 field goal attempts 
in 39 minutes. He had his 
streak of scoring in double 
figures stopped at 41. 

Williams added nine 
rebounds as the Pistons 
snapped a four-game losing 
streak. 

Erick Strickland had 19 
points and Hubert Davis 15 
for the Mavericks, who 
have lost four straight and 
eight of nine. 

• Utah Jazz 79, San 
-Antonio Spurs 77: At San 
Antonio, Monty Williams 
coaldn’t'get the tying shor 
off after rookie Tim Duncan 
missed a chance to tie from 
the foul line as the Utah 
Jazz hung on for its seventh 


straight victoiy. 

Karl Malone had 24 
points and 13 rebounds as 
the Jazz increased their 
Midwest Division lead over 
the Spurs to 1 1/2 games. 

The Spurs played the third 
straight game without 
David Robinson, who is out 
with a sore right knee. 

Duncan had 29 points to 
lead the Spurs in scoring for 
the sixth straight game. He 
also grabbed 15 rebounds 
and blocked three shots. 

- Charlotte Hornets ill, 
Los Angeles Clippers 98: 
At Los Angeles, Anthony 
Mason scored 25 points and 
helped Charlotte overcome 
a 19-point deficit and end a 
three-game losing streak. 

Glen Rice had 23 points 
and David Wesley 21 for the 
Hornets, who handed the 
Clippers their sixth straight 
loss and 18th in 20 tries. 

Rookie Maurice Taylor 
led the Clippers with 17 
points. Isaac Austin, play- 
-ing his first-game- for Tfcs - 
Angeles since being traded 
from Miami, had 16 points 
and 10 rebounds in 29 min- 
utes off the bench. 


United surge nine points clear 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Manchester United powered 
nine points clear at the top of 
the English Premiership after 
a 2-0 win over Derby at Old 
Trafford as title rivals 
Chelsea and Blackburn 
slumped to defeats on 
Saturday. 

Chelsea's new manager 
Gianluca Vlalli lasted defeat 
in his first league match in 
charge — a 2-0 loss at 
Leicester — while Blackburn 
were thrashed 3-0 at 
Southampton. 

With Liverpool not playing 
Merseyside rivals Everton 
until Monday, injury-hit 
Arsenal were United’s only 
realistic title contenders to 
maintain their challenge, 
courtesy of a 1-0 over 
London rivals Crystal Palace. 

But United's joy at opening 
up an ominous lead at the top 
was tempered by the news of 
more injuries to key players. 

Welsh winger, Ryan Giggs, 
scorer of United's first goal, 
pulled a hamstring and will 
be out of action for two 
weeks while United manager 
revealed that midfielder Paul 
Scholes has suffered a knee 
injury in training. 

They join Norwegians 
Ronny Johnsen (calf) and 
Ole Gunner Solskjaer (virus) 
on a mounting injury list — 
and Ferguson is worried. 

‘■Giggs has been in great 
foMeanwhile, Chelsea play- 
er/coach Vralli admined that 
Chelsea — sunk by two goals 
from Emile Heskey — bad 
paid the penalty for an error- 


strewn opening 20 minutes. 

“We were too sloppy in that 
initial period and made too 
many mistakes. It was that 
period which cost us the 
game.” said the Italian strik- 
er. who inspired Chelsea to a 
League Cup semi-final tri- 
umph over Arsenal in his first 
match in charge in midweek. 

“But I've got no excuses 
about Wednesday's game in 
the sense of the players being 
mentally and physically tired. 

“1 asked the players yester- 
day if they were up to tins no 
one said they were feeling 
tired.” 

Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger saluted his makeshift 
team after a 1-0 winover 
Palace which lifted the 
Gunners into second. 

With 13 players — includ- 
ing at least nine first choices 
— on the injury list Wenger 
admitted: “If I had been 
offered a 1-0 win before the 
start today I would have 
taken it with both hands. 

“We had virtually a whole 
team missing and had to field 
a side with seven players 
between the ages of 18 and 
21. We even had to take 
Jamie Day out of training 
with the youth team today to 
complete the substitutes 
bench.” 

Blackburn manager Roy 
Hodgson watched his side 
fall 11 points behind leaders 
Manchester United with a 3- 
0 defeat at Southampton and 
conceded that the 1995 
champions now need “a mir- 
acle to overtake them.” 


Blackburn slipped to fifth 
in the League and had their 
championship odds length- 
ened from 12-1 to 20-1 as 
they became the latest of the 
title contenders to lose to 
Saints. 

Tottenham boss Christian 
Gross remained defiant after 
his relegation-haunted side 
slipped to another defeat — 
1-0 at Sheffield Wednesday. 

Gross admitted his side had 
come for a point but 
remained adamant his team 
would not pay the ultimate 
Premiership price. 

Coventry logged their 
fourth successive league win, 
although it took a Dion 
Dublin penalty a minute from 
time to kill off basement club 
Barnsley while Bolton 
moved up one place to third 
from bottom after a 1-1 draw 
at home to West Ham. 

The Hammers had hothead 
Welsh striker John Harts on 
sent off for violent conduct 
after 56 minutes but took the 
lead through Trevor Sinclair 
before Nathan Blake grabbed 
an S6th-minute equaliser. 

Aston Villa maverick Savo 
Milosevic was on target after 
4 1 minutes at Wimbledon bur 
failed to prevent a 2-1 defeat 
for Brian Little’s struggling 
Midlanders. 

Jason Euell shot the Dons 
ahead after 10 minutes and 
Carl Leabum added the sec- 
ond two minutes before 
Milosevic hit back. 


TEL: 634 144 


TEL^i 699238 


CINEMA 


TEL:5677420 


TEL: 079 33430 


TEL 079 33430 



PHILADELPHIA "1* I PHILADELPHIA “ 2 ■ 


PLAZA 


Pierce Brosnan as 



James Bond 

007...TOMORROW 

DRAGON HEART 

John Travolta .... in 

NEVER DIES 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 

PINOCCHIO 

BROKEN ARROW 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 

Shows: 12:30 Thursdays and 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 

8:30, 10:30 

Fridays only 

k 1 

/ 

V 1 


CONCORD 


Adel Imam AYusra ... in 

RIS ALA DLA AL WALI 

(ARABIC) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00. 8:15. 10:30 
roncnsn *?• 


MR. BEAN 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 
8:30. 10:30 


GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

I KNOW WHAT YOU 
DID LAST SUMMER 

Shows: 3-JO, 6:15, 8J0. 10:30 
MORNING SHOWS 

101 DALMATIANS 


^ GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 
Brad Pin... in 

SEVEN YEARS 
IN TIBET 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:15. 10:45 


'/ Hicham Tfanoa 'Thnafr-n a ^ 

\ TEL: 625155 J 

NOW ON DAILY 

the government 

IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hiskam Yanes 
and Amal Dabbos 
For reservations call: M0135. 625155 J 


1 



: P asl Dallas \i. 

!Sto "s held theM^Sb 
ot 01 Ma '^r,Q 

■eat Sp Ur 


Str- 

ain 

and 

24 

94, 

At 

JTl > 

Joe 

the 

ive 

but 

1.3 

|Ust 

!pts 

his 

ble 

ine 

on* 

mg 

1° 

15 

vho 

inu 

san 

Son 

sm- 

tic! 
. ji'l 

‘jh 

■nth. 


s 

I 

K ‘ ,rl MjK- , . 
P' 11 ™' and n r- 
the J u/ ■ rrn, 'J.T,; 
Mm " ,ntr Si , «d . 
MldueM , =•• 

rhr. c„ * 1 ' ]l, n lrc« 

tne .Spurs to i ir 

£*#« >■* £ 

Dj ' lJ Ruhin 

*'[!)' a '™ ngh, iij 1 

L’uneun had \ - 

!hf 

ine ' ! 'th .iraiaht > >r : 
ui -o grabbed V' v^'.. 
and blocked thre,- 1,”'' 

• Charlotte Hur^, 

Lus Angeles Clipper »- 
, ' L,,s Al, S*b* V,ih 

h^!pL-d Charlmic MWlii ' * 
* deficit ' 

1 hr et-.’jnif hisme 'ir-^ 

0!en R lwi . hdY-.- 

and DuM,l\\ Cl | c ^,;..:. 
v. hn haute 

'• hpper* -heir M\ih t.- 
-»nd !Sih in 20 ’ 
R-.'Okie Matinee 1 ; \. 
LJ tlie Clipper-^ wi 
P* v :t»v Luat Vm 7. 1 
ine hi* fir-.i gome wl 
Ansei?' >inue hemt ire 
ir.uri Miami, had b|y; 
and 1 m rebouniivnJir. 
•jie*. oft ihe bench 


)oints clear 


l hit! 
KV- 
ihai 
Lhe 
.nfc- 

to J 
LH- 
firs; 
?ek. 
.ise? 
? in 
;ing 
red 

s-C:- 
- Til ' 

I mg 

-ene 

dliU 

i'.er 

ihr 

lud- 
>i*v s 
nger 
iee:i 
the 
u"> e 


.bum dipped f '- 
Lejguc oiultJ ' 
i.\n>hip ''til: be 
r* ‘in 12-1 i.'-> • 
v.amc ihe UN- 1 ' 
•mender* i' 1 **'■ 

nluni biv'.nn'- 
remained 

i^.jjii.'ii-fuun.d • 

: in unniM'fr-' 
ShrnlcU Vloie 4 
- jJmuicJlu* it- 
i -r j P* ' 
: d jJeinianr hr ~ 
m 4 P-. v lhi * T ‘. 
rrihip r nt: - . 
•Mir. 1-^ 

So « 

; n^nulp ^ 1 

i Mill'll^; 

; . v nlak * 

i up 
■n r ‘ ,r 

mini*" 

h^hT^ 

■ NadunB^, 

#5. 



I' TB -Oft' 



• H 1 *' 

c. -r.r.T l n 


Members of the Lnitcd Suites team hold a poster in the dosing ceremony of XIII 
Winter Olympic games February 22. The next Winter Games will be heid in Salt 
Lake City in United Slate in 2002 (Reuters photo) 

And the winner is ... not you 



NAGANO i AFP i — All this way io lose 

After such a long trip it was finally much 
ado about nothing as the most -vaunted stars 
plummeted to Earth. their ego* severely 
bruised alter their medal mission fu planet 
Nagano backfired. 

And the old adage 'the bigger they arc the 
harder they tali' was never better illustrated 
than at the 1 Sth Winter Games as many < •)' 
the greatest names were cut down in si/e. 

It seemed U)e biggest losers i»l' all. the 
Canadian and L .S. men's ice Ikickey teams, 
had caught a bout of indigestion after swal- 
lowing too much hype about how they 
would crush everything in their respective 
paths. 

In the event, having threatened in time- 
honoured North American tradition to kick 
ihe opposition’s posteriors, they both 
embarrassingly went the way of Italian ski 
legend Alberto Toinba. who also finished 
on his rump w hiie bidding for a ft turih gold 
in four successive Olympics. 

To add insult to their very public injury, 
the multi-millionaire U.S. hockey squad 
relumed home with their tails between their 
legs after returning their hosts' hospitality 
by trashing their rooms. 

So much for those who perhaps didn't 
deserve any success. 

But other losers at these Games could 
legitimately feel hard done by. 


A ease in point was world champion fig- 
ure skater Llvis Slojko. struck down by the 
Olympic jinx. 

The Canadian pulled up in agony w ith a 
lorn groin muscle as soon as his piogranime 
finished after grilling his teeth long enough 
to grab a silver. 

Siujko's failure to win made it the fuiiith 
Olympics in a row the defending world 
champion had losi out at an Olympics — 
and each lime the losei has l*een Canadian. 

U.S. skater Todd Hldredge was also 
unlucky as he missed the podium by one 
place having l alien near the end of his pro- 
gramme. 

Both will live to light another day alter 
Still givmg pleasure to many. 

And so too will Chinese short track 
skaters, who also merit inclusion m the 
losers' club. 

Sports fans in the world’s most populous 
Country have waited oil the edge of their 
seats tor a Chinese gold medal since their 
debut at the Lake Placid Games in l‘>S0. 

And they should have broken their duck 
here. But instead their five silvers and a 
bronze in six events was as good — or as 
bad — as going home empty-handed. 

Bui for the Chinese there’s always next 
time so maybe every cloud does have a sil- 
ver lining — but try telling that In Wayne 
Gretzkv and co. 


Philippoussis ousts Rios to set up 
showdown with Chang 


MEMPHIS (AFP) — 
Fourth-seeded Aussie Mark 
Philippoussis ousted top 
seed Marcelo Rios of Chile 
in straight sets Saturday to 
line up a clash w ith Michael 
Chang in the final of the St. 
Jude ATP Tour event. 

Philippoussis defeated 
Australian Open finalist 
Rios 6-4, 7-6 (7/5) to get a 
shot at the defending cham- 
pion. 

Chang, who edged third- 
seeded Brazilian Gustavo 
Kuerten 7-6 (9/7 ). 7-6 1 7/4). 


will be seeking his first ATP 
Tour title of the year on his 
26th birthday. 

Chang saved eight of nine 
break points during the 
nearly two-hour match with 
the reigning French Open 
champion as he improved 
his 199$ record to 8-2. He 
will look to become the first 
repeal champion at this 
event since American Todd 
Martin in 1994-M5. 

Chang is coming off a 
semi-final loss u* eventual 
champion Andre Agassi in 


San Jose, California, last 
week. He won five ATP 
Tour lilies in I *197, hut 
ended lhe year on a sour 
note, dropping seven of his 
Iasi eight matches. Chang 
will be gunning for his 32nd 
career singles title. 

Rios, a finalist at the 
Australian Open, fell to 14- 
3 this season. He was 
denied in his bid for his ATP 
Tour-leading third final of 
the year. 


Real go down in seven-goal thriller 


MADRID (AFP) — Real 
Madrid missed a golden 
opportunity to increase their 
lead over rivals Barcelona ai 
the top of the Spanish first 
division table to four points 
when they lost a seven- goal 
thriller at Tenerife Saturday 
despite twice taking the lead. 

With three players seni olf 
and three goals coming front 
penalties — it was not a match 
for the faint-hearted. 

Real's Redondo was shown 
the red card with just two min- 
utes left to play alter bringing 
down Dutch frontrunner 
Makaay, and Real then lost 
Sanchis sixtv second* later 


after lie was shown hi* second 
yellow card. 

Tenerife played the last hall- 
an-hour with only ten men 
after Juanclc, who had scored 
the home side’s first goal alter 
24 minutes, received his 
marching orders lor a second 
\ellow card. 


In Saturday’s other first 
division mutch Valladolid 
came away 2- 1 winners from 
Sporting Gijon — Chema and 
Petem.tc scoring lor tlie visi- 
tors early in the first-half and 
Trotta salvaging a consolation 
goal for Spurting Gijon in the 
dvmt! seconds. 


furnished apartment 
FOR RENT 

Deluxe tully lurnished apartment. Consists of 2 bodroon^ (orw 
master), 2 bathrooms, modem kitchen, 

area. Central heating, telephone, colour TV. and satellite, 
water reservoir. 2nd floor. Safe and quiet area. 

Location: 3rd Circle. Jabal Amman, near Al-Khalidl Hospital and 

the French Embassy. 

Cal! 632755 from 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. daily. 
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Sayonara Nagano, howdy 
Salt Lake City 2002 


NAGANO i/Yl P) — Japan, 
its jtceplc beaming with col- 
lective pride altei staging a 
hugely successful Winter 
Games and watching iheir 
athletes coiled a record five 

gold medals, hid s'lVinuu to 
ihe Olympics cm Sunday. 

The renowned reserve »»i 
the Japanese gave way to 
uninhibited singing and 
dancing as ihe curiam came 
down oil 16 day s of competi- 
tion when 2.45ft winter ath- 
letes from 72 countries 
strived on snow and ice for 
hS gold medals. Mure than 
1.2 million spectators 
flocked to the events. 

As the Olympic flame 
llickered and died, thou- 
sands of athletes, spectators, 
musicians and volunteers 

formed a circle al the 
Minaim Nagano Sports paik 
and jived io lhe sound ot 
Japanese pop group Agliori.i. 

Tmy Toia Lipinski. 
America's figure skating 
gold medallist, sat on the 
shoulders of a te.uiiiii.iie and 
l Tiinc.se freestyle skiei Xu 
Natulan showed oil hci sil- 
ver medal. 

The closing ceremony for 
lhe I Silt Winter Olympics, 
hosted by comedian Kin’icln 
Ilagimoto in a circus ring- 
master's tup hat and (ails, 
contrasted luigelv to the 
stuffy opening event. 

Anxiety of the organisers 
over the gigantic logistical 
task of hosting the Games 
throughout this mountainous 
region was replaced by satis- 
faction at a Japanese sport- 
ing success story to ease ihe 
current economic pain and 
the athletes let their hair 
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Ci »n hu picture shows the Olympic extinguished during the closing ceremonies of the 
Will Winter Olympics at the Minumi Park in Nagano. Japan February 22. The l .S 
Salt Lake I'ily wilt host the winter games in the year 2002 (Reuters photo) 

Atlanta Olympics titr u.-rmul 
.tec > 'lade »>i ihe "he** g.itiV* 
ever". «. mi intended N.-.g^n-* 

Shi organising a i::ag::ifiCv*:!: 

Olympics. 

“Congrarul.itu.n* Naga.ii • 

Conui atuljticits Japan 
presented to the world the 
be*t oig.tliis.il i* lit in ihe his- 
tory of the Olympic Winter 
Games." he said IO roofs ol 
approval from the c:*'ud. 

"Aiigato N.il’.iiso SayonaJ'.i 
Nippon." 

After ihe athlete* made 
their way into the stadium, 
which lie* m the shadow ot 
the Japanese Yip* where the 
majiiniy •>!' the Olympic 
events were staged, bonfire* 
hurst into flame to open ilic 
"Our Hometown" presenta- 
tion. 

Spectators were given a 
glimpse of traditional festi- 
vals of Nagano Prefecture as 


Acharta pert'omveJ the 
theme >v'ng lor the Nagano 
Games. Let s Make A L ircle 
unJ Dance, athletes linked 

arms with spectator.* and 
volunteers to bougie the 
night away. 

The Japanese crowd, 
including Emperor Akihiio 
and Empress Michiku, 
focused on their gold medal 
heroes and heroines. There 
were more te.ir* from emo- 
tional ski jumper Ma*ahiko 
H.uaJj who banished the 
ghost of Lillehonmier with 
his victory in the team event 

alongside Takanobu Okabe. 
Hiroya Sailo and large hill 
winner Kazuyoshi Funaki. 

Tae Sutova. who carried a 
picture »>i" her dead father 
and coach w hen u inning the 
freestvle skiine mogul*. 


Games there wa* a cheery 
"inwJy" 2fti‘i2 venue. 
Salt Lake L'ity :r. the l ni ted 
Slate*. 

W it!> Uir f.»iy mpic flag cer- 
emor.iou*i> pa**ed Irom 
1 . i-.uk. u 1 *ukada. Mayor ot 
Nagano City, to Samaranch 
and oil to Mayor ot Salt Lake 
City. Dee-dee Corradmi. a 
wild west veene Was recreat- 
ed in the arena. 

Horseback rider* and a 
frontier stage coach dashed 
into ihe slajiuni as a group 
of children from Utah 

appeared on the giant screen 


Final Nagano medals table 


Germany 

Nurway 

Russia 

Canada 

United States 

Netherlands 

Japan 

Austria 

South Korea 

Italy 

Finland 

Switzerland 

France 

Czech Republic 
Bulgaria 
China 
Sweden 
Denmark 
Ukraine 
Belarus 
Kazakhstan 
Australia 
Belgium 
Great Britain 
Total 
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Men's 5,000-metre and 10,000-metre speed skating gold 
medallist Gianni Rom me (L) of the Netherlands and 
10,000 metre speed skating silver medallist Bob Dejong 
enjoy the fireworks w ith other teammates at the end of 
Nagano Olympic Winter Games' dosing ceremony 
February 22 (Reuters photo) 

1 1 breathtaking minutes with 


68 


1 

1 

I 

205 


i.fXjft fireworks symbolising 
the four seasons - cherry 
blossoms for spring, sun- 
flowers for summer, 
chry santhemums for autumn 
and snow for w inter 

Fittingly, the final firework 
to erupt over the stadium 
was u snow flower, the 
emblem of the Nagano 
Games. 

Then the puny began. As 


beamed with pride and 
Hiroya.su Shimizu, dubbed 
the ’Bullet Train” after his 
win in the 500 metres speed 
skating competition, smil- 
ingly acknowledged the 
roars of approval from the 
spectators. 

In the end there was a new 
beginning for the Olympic 
movement, alter the travails 
of the Atlanta Games, and 
Japanese sport. 


local people prai*ed the jth- 
lelcs for their effort* during 
the Olympics. 

More than 15ft drummers 


shouting "See You in 20U2." 

Following a hand-held dis- 
play u! firecracker*, the 
nieht skv ua* illuminjicd for 


(Two golds and no silver awarded in iwo-mun bobsleigh. Two 

bronzes awarded in four-man bob. Two silvers and no bronze awarded in the men s Super 
G) 

down with the pressure of 
competition behind them. 

Apart from the fickle 
weather which caused dis- 
ruption to the glamour 
Alpine skiing events and 
some traffic snarl-up* 
brought about by huge num- 
bers ot spectator* heading to 
the ski jump venue, the 
Games went like clockwork. 

International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) president 
Juan Antonio Samaranch, 
who declined to bestow on 
the trouble-plagued KWh 





IfA ] 

o Tours 


‘3 1 “ our 

vurs * 

Discover Jordan with our daily tours 

Hotel reservation •• Airline Ticket around the world 




^For more information Tel : 5519349 / 552037 


UflCRNCV 

PROFESSIONAL TRANSLATOR 

The American Embassy in Amman is looking 
for a professional translator. Successful 
candidate must have excellent knowledge of 
both Arabic and English and be able to translate 
into fluent, idiomatic English University 
degree in translation and several years ot 
professional translation experience is 
required. Job entails day and evening shift 
work, including weekends and holidays. Also 
looking for a professional Persian-English 
translator. Candidates must take extensive 
tests in translation and on world events. Only 
qualified applicants need aPP'y- 
applicants need not re-apply. * !i 
persons may pick up an application form from 

embassy. 

Deadline for receiving applications 
is 10 March 1998. 


-’J'# l^nJjHOTEL 

HOSPITAL.ITY 



CARE 

INTERNATIONAL 

TRAINING COORDINATOR VACANCY 

CARE International is one of the world's largest independent 
relief and development organisations, operating in more than 
60 countries and helping over 45 million people. 

CARE International in Jordan is recruiting a Training 
Coordinator to manage an Institutional 
Development/Capacixy Building project and to coordinate all 
CaRE's training activities in Jordan. 

The successful applicant will have: 

- At least three years experience designing and conducting 
participatory training activities. 

- Experience in either national or international NGOs in 
Jordan. 

• Fluent spoken and written English and Arabic. 

• Computer skills in Winword, Excel and Multimedia. 

- Excellent interpersonal skills. 

• Valid driving licence. 

The successful candidate is also very likely to have: 

- A sound understanding of community development, 
monitoring and evaluation. 

• A sound understanding of institutional development 
issues. 

>. Staff or project management experience and basic 
financial management skills. 

Interested candidates should send their Cv together with a 
covering letter to: 

Recruitment Officer 
CARE international 
Fax: 5527951 

By close of business on Wednesday, February 25. 

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted. 


We are seeking a designer to join our 
growing team. Please contact us if you are 
interested and have the following 
qualifications: 

• talented, creative and innovative 

• very good knowledge of computer 
design programs 

• a love for interior design 

Please fax us your CV and tell us why you 
want to work in design. 

Fax 613083 Attention: Project Manager 



Tfie International ScfuooC 

Of Cdaueifat - Amman, Jordan. 


RECRUITING TEACHERS 


★Native Speakers of £nglish+ 

for 

Nursery & Kindergarten, 
English & Social Studies 
for primary & secondary classes 

for ihe 1998-1999 Academic year 

for more information please contact 
the Administration office at; 

Tel. 06-59IS10.'2/3 (5 Lines) - Fax. 06-591811 

Email : lscamman@aable.net 


.Member of the 


! SCHOOL NETWORK 
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Israel, PNA negotiators 
to meet for talks today 


JERICHO (AFP) — Top 
Israeli and Palestinian negotia- 
tors are due to meet on Monday 
in an effort to revive talks on 
implementing interim peace 
accords, a Palestinian official 
said on Sunday. 

Chief Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erekat and his Israeli 
counterpart Danny Naveh will 
meet in Jericho, but withoui 
any \JS. representarives who 
usually act as mediators in such 
talks, the official said. 

Mr. Erekat and Mr. Naveh 
held talks on Wednesday in the 


presence of U.S. Ambassador 
to Israel Ned Walker in a bid to 
resume die work of joint com- 
mittees looking at implementa- 
tion of interim autonomy 
accords. 

' However, their meeting failed 
to achieve any concrete results. 

Among the issues under 
study by the joint committees 
are the opening of an airport 
and seaport in die Gaza Strip, 
creation of an industrial zone 
and the establishment of a safe 
corridor for Palestinians 
between the West Bank and 


Gaza. 

Mr. Erekat and Mr. Naveh 
held talks in Washington last 
week with U.S. officials on 
ways to revive the peace 
process after 11 months of 
stalemate but failed to achieve 
progress. 

But Mr. Erekat said last week 
that the United States was 
expected to present within the 
next two weeks a new initiative 
to break the deadlock on key 
issues, particularly further 
Israeli troop withdrawals from 
the West Bank. 


2 injured in West Bank clash 

Arafat hopeful of diplomatic 
resolution in Iraq-U.N. crisis 


GAZA CITY rAP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat said Sunday he was 
hopeful UN. - chief Kafr 
Annan’s efforts would lead to a 
diplomatic resolution of the 
Iraq crisis. 

Asked about Mr. Annan's 
trip to Baghdad. Ml Arafat 
said: “We hope that they will 
arrive at a conclusion to get rid 
of the threat of war" He spoke 
after meeting with German 
paiiiameniarians in Gaza. 

In the West Bank, mean- 
while. two Palestinians were 
injured in a clash with Israeli 
soldiers Sunday after more 
than a hundred high school stu- 


dents threw rocks at the cars of 
Jewish settlers and soldiers. 

Palestinian witnesses and 
hospital officials said the sol- 
diers fired live ammunition to 
disperse the stone-throwers. 
The army said it was checking 
those reports. 

Samara Qu’ud, 18, was hit in 
the stomach and was in fair 
condition after surgery, offi- 
cials at Ramallah Hospital 
said. Musa Shalash, 19, was hit 
in the aim, and was in good 
condition. 

An Israeli army officer and a 
settler were hurt slightly by 
stones, the army said. 

Four Palestinians were 


arrested by Israeli soldiers. 
Palestinian police said The 
army said two Palestinians 
ware arrested for throwing 
stones. 

Also Sunday, 14 masked 
activists of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine burned American, 
Israeli and British flags at AI 
Najah university in Nablus. 
The activists carried a mock 
Scud missile, pictures of Che 
Guevara, and fake machine 
guns and suicide bomber belts. 

The Marxist faction was cel- 
ebrating its 29th anniversary 
with a rally on campus attend- 
ed by about 300 people. 


Israel criticises travel warnings 
issued to foreign nationals 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
criticised on Sunday travel 
warnings issued by several 
Western countries urging their 
nationals to consider having 
the Jewish state because of the 
escalating tension over the Iraq 
arms crisis. 

Canada has joined Australia 
and the United States in rec- 
ommending that non-essential 
diplomats, tourists and busi- 
ness travellers consider depart- 
ing. 

“Instead of advising their 
respective staff discreetly, 
Washington and Ottawa have 
chosen To do so publicly while 
at the same time ignoring the 
effect this could have on the 
Israeli public." a government 
official told the Jerusalem Post 
newspaper. 

“It makes one wonder if the 
intention was only to impress 
[Iraqi President] Saddam 
[Hussein] with the seriousness 


of American intentions,” the 
unnamed official added. 

Canada's ambassador to 
IsraeL David Berger, rejected 
the criticism. 

“We have family members 
of diplomats who fear the 
unknown or who have not 
been in situations like this, 
families with small children,'’ 
be told Israeli military radio. 

Israel has in recent days 
intensified preparations to 
defend itself against a possible 
Iraqi attack if foe United States 
derides to use force over 
President Hussein's refusal to 
grant full access to UN. 
weapons inspectors. 

But Israeli security officials 
have said nevertheless that the 
chances of an Iraqi attack are 
slim. 

Australia on Sunday advised 
its citizens not to visit Israel. 
Kuwait or Jordan and warned 
those already there to leave 


because of possible U-S.-led 
strikes against Iraq. 

The Department of Foreign 
Affairs said the warning was a 
result of ‘Increasing tensions in 
the region over developments 
related to Iraq." 

“Security conditions in the 
region could deteriorate at any 
time,” it said. 

The department said 
Australians “should consider 
leaving [each] country tem- 
porarily unless they have 
essentia] commitments requir- 
ing their presence there.” 

The advisory comes a day 
after Prime Minister John 
Howard cancelled a four-day 
trip to Malaysia and Papua 
New Guinea with less than 24 
hours notice, to ensure be is in 
Australia if war breaks out 
Australia has committed 110 
elite Special Air Services 
(SAS) troops and 80 airforce 
personnel to the Gulf. 


Turkish Islamists seek to regroup 
after party closure takes effect 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey’s 
Islamists were preparing to 
regroup under a new name and 
leadership after a court ruling 
banning their former ruling 
Welfare Party became official 
Sunday. 

The ruling came into effect 
when the verdict was published 
in the Official Gazette. 

The move also meant that 
party leader and former 
Premier Necmemn Erbakan 
and two of his "party aides, who 
were barred from politics under 
the Jan. 16 constitutional court 
verdict, officially lost their seats 
in parliament and are likely to 
faretriaL 

Political analysts said Recai 


Kutan, a forma: energy minis- 
ter and close aide to Ml 
E rbakan, and Istanbul's charis- 
matic mayor, Reeep Tayyip 
Erdogan, were the strongest 
candidates to lead tbe new 
Islamist movement. 

Tbe court had ruled that 
Welfare should be dissolved for 
undermining Turkey's secular 
regime — a major crime under 
tbe country’s constitution. 

“We will begin getting reor- 
ganised next week." Ml Kutan 
said. 

Welfare officials have already 
said tbe Islamists would 
regroup in either a newly 
formed Virtue Party, set up by 
Ml Erbakan aides, or a new 


political party. “For the new 
leadership, Kutan seems to 
have Erbakan's support, while 
many in the Is lamis t camp 
would prefer Erdogan, whom 
they think has been highly suc- 
cessful as the mayor of 
Istanbul” Ankara-based politi- 
cal analyst Dqgan Aldn told 
AFP. “StiD. Erbakan’s choice 
would be the determining factor 
for the new leader.” he added. 
Judicial sources said Mr. 
Erbakan, who lost his parlia- 
mentary immunity with his 
seat could be charged with try- 
ing to overthrow Turkey’s secu- 
lar regime, and would face 
around 10 years in jail if found 
guilty. 



WINTER OLYMPICS OVER: The Olympic flag is lowered during the dosing ceremony of the XVIII Olympic Winter 
Games Sunday. The city of Nagano sang a joyful sayonara' to the Games and proudly passed the Olympic flag to 
hosts of the 2002 Winter Games, Salt Lake City (Reuters photo) 

90.3% of Saudis against U.S. military action — poll 

Anti-U.S. streak in Gulf shows through 


DUBAI (R) — A special U.S. 
envoy sent on a tour of the Arab 
World to explain Washington's 
stand against Iraq was jeered 
and heckled by an audience of 
more than 200 people in the 
Gulf media reports said cm 
Sunday. 

At one point, retired 
Ambassador David Newton 
asked the audience in the Gulf 
Arab state of Bahrain — head- 
quarters of foe US. navy 
Armada now arrayed against 
Iraq — whether they thought 
the united states wanted to kill 
Iraqi people. 

‘The audience responded 
with ‘yes, yes’ and refused to 
accept any US. justification to 
attack Iraq,” die Gulf Daily 
News reported 

Tbe U.S. ambassador in. the 
Bahraini capital Manama, 
Johnny Young, said the United 
States had not decided yet on 
using force against Iraq over the 
amis inspections crisis. 

“But tbe threat is real" foe 
newspaper quoted him as say- 
ing at the meeting ar a five-star 
hotel on Saturday. 

The incident in Bahrain and 
other signs of disquiet among 
Gulf Arabs who are reluctant 

Popularity of 
Chirac soars 
on Iraq stand 

PARIS (R; — The popularity' 
of French Pieskkni Jacques 
Chirac soared over the post 
month largely due to his insis- 
tence on diplomacy to solve 
the Iraq crisis, an opinion poll 
said on Sunday. 

The IFOP poll published in 
the weekly Le Journal du 
Dimanche said the percentage 
of French people satisfied 
with Mr. Chirac rose by nine 
points to 54 per cent last 
month. 

The figure of those not satis- 
fied fell by eight points to 33 
percent 

TOP'S political analyst 
Jean- Luc Parodi said Chirac's 
popularity surged largely due 
to his stance on the Iraq crisis, 
in which the United States 
threatened military action if 
Iraq did not grant unfettered 
access to U.N. weapons 
inspector. 


publicly to back a strike against 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
show to what extent opinion in 
the region has changed since the 
1991 Gulf wan 
Among die other indications 
of unease are an unusually 
strongly worded appeal for 


Riyadh among a native popula- 
tion of 12 nriffion. 

But the fact that it was con- 
ducted at all was remarkable. 

T don't think this has ever 
been done before in the king- 
dom.” said one veteran Gtdf 
analyst “It certainly wasn’t 


Newton jeered heckled in Bahrain 


peace from foe president of tire 
United Arab Emirates and a rare 
public opinion poll in Saudi 
Arabia. 

UAE President Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan A1 Nahayan. the 
Gulf s elder statesman, rejected 
foe use of force and said that a 
U.S. strike could damage cur- 
rent and future relations 
between East and West and also 
affect the Gulf. 

hi Saudi Arabia, a rare public 
opinion poll published on 
Saturday showed that 903 per 
cent of Saudis opposed a U.S. 
strike against Iraq. Some 53 per 
cm supported an attack and the 
rest gave no response. 

The poll by the Saudi-owned 
newspaper Asharq A1 Awsat 
was conducted among a rela- 
tively small sample — 330 men 
and women in the capital 


before foe Gulf wan” 

Asharq A1 Awsat said: The 
Saudis who got used to the 
atmosphere of war seven years 
ago-rio not hesitate now to 
show opposing views to what 
their stands were in foe 1990s.” 
Saudi Arabia, foe world's 
hugest oil producer and exporter 
and Washington's most signifi- 
cant ally in foe Gulf region, was 
the launch pad for the military 
coalition led by foe United 
States against Iraqi forces who 
occupied Kuwait in 1990. 

King Fahd said last week 
Saudi Arabia was “eager for all 
diplomatic means to be 
exhausted to find an appropriate 
solution to the crisis.” Saudi 
Defence Minister Prince Sultan 
said the kingdom would not 
allow US. air force units to use 
Saudi bases for an attack. 


And an unconfirmed report in 
foe U.S. magazine Aviation 
Week Space Technology said 
the kingdom had at least tem- 
porarily blocked the U.S. air 
force from moving aircraft to 
neighbouring stares in prepara- 
tion for possible strikes. 

There have been mixed sig- 
nals over whether Bahrain 
would allow its territory to be 
used for an attack. 

A gove rnm ent statement last 
week said the state “has not 
allowed the use of its territories 
fix any militar y action against 
Iraq.” 

But the Pentagon said two 
days later that Bahrain's Emir 
Sheikh Isa Ben Suknan A1 
Khalifa had assured' President 
BUI Ctintbd that US. attack jets 
based in the island state could 
be used 

Public demonstrations of any 
sort among foe peoples of the 
conservative Gulf Arab monar- 
chies are extremely rare. 

But for some time the rulers 
have tolerated growing public 
expression of latent anti- 
Americanism through editorials 
and commentaries in newspa- 
pers. 


CIA blamed failed 1961 Cuban 
invasion on own incompetence 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
declassified Central 

Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
internal report on its role in foe 
failed 1961 Bay of Pigs inva- 
sion of Cuba slams the agency 
for its own incompetence, 
according to copies of the 
report made public Sunday. 

The CIA misinformed top 
officials in foe John F. 
Kennedy administration about 
foe operation and treated the 
exile Cuban rebel leaders 
heading the invasion as “pup- 
pets,” according to the report, 
made public by tbe National 
Security Archive, a non-profit 
organisation that publishes 
declassified government 
reports. 

The CIA-sponsored inva- 
sion of the island by U.S.- 
based Cuban exiles was 
designed to topple the govern- 
ment of Cuban President Fidel 
Castro. 


However, the CIA planned 
the invasion poorly, relied on 
weak intelligence and had few 
agents who spoke Spanish or 
understood Cuba, according to 
the report, posted on foe 
NSA's Internet web site. 

Tbe invasion failed miser- 
ably, and after three days of 
fighting some 1300 raiders 
were killed or captured 
The story was spread that the 
invaders ran out of ammuni- 
tion as they awaited promised 
U.S. air stokes that Kennedy 
refused to authorise. 

However foe 150-page inter- 
nal evaluation by CIA 
Inspector General Lyman 
Kirkpatrick squarely blamed 
the CIA itself, not Kennedy, 
for tbe disaster. 

Among other things, the 
report notes that: 

— The CIA’s role in prepa- 
rations for tbe “secret” inva- 
sion were known to foe public. 


as well as Castro's intelligence 
officers. By foe time the 
attempted invasion took place 
“plausible denial [of U.S. sup- 
port for the invaders] was a 
pathetic illusion.” 

— Bases where the anti- 
Castro exiles met were located 
in Miami Key West, New 
Orleans. Guatemala and 
Nicaragua. The task of trying 
to coordinate among them led 
to communications and organ- 
isational chaos. 

— The CIA was foolishly 
convinced that Cubans on the 
island were ready to rise in 
arms against Castro and join 
the invading force. “We can 
confidently assert that foe 
Agency had no intelligence 
evidence that Cubans in signif- 
icant numbers could or would 
join the invaders,” Inspector 
General Kirkpatrick wrote. 


A U.N. chief’s deal with Iraq could be a big problem for Clinton, but not Blair 


By Paul Taylor 
Reuters 

LONDON — If U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
achieves a breakthrough in the 
crisis with Iraq over weapons 
inspections, he could create a 
headache for U.S. President 
Bill Clinton. 

Can a scandal-plagued Mr. 
Clinton, a former anti- Vietnam 
war activist now draped in foe 
unif orm of coramander-in- 
chief, afford to take “yes" for 
an answer from President 
Sadda m Hussein? 

Can Baghdad, which reached 
a deal brokered by Russia to 
end a previous crisis last 
-Novemb^-onlyTb resume 
dbsfiuction of UN. ’ arms 
inspectors, be trusted to keep its 


word? 

Or will any deal that leaves 
President Hussein power and 
in control of a suspected arse- 
nal of chemical and biological 
weapons, albeit open to 
“unfettered” UN. inspection, 
be seen at home as a climb- 
down by the US. president? 

Tf there is a deal to avert mil- 
itary action. CUnron is gang to 
need a lot of help from his 
allies, especially Tray Blair, to 
sell this as a victory,” a senior 
British official said. 

The British Prime Minister 
Blair has been Mr. Clinton's 
staunchest ally in tile crisis 
while most U.S. allies in foe 
_Arab WpdiLas^eU-asJFiance^. . 
" Russia and China, have 
opposed the use of force. 

Bui while Mr. Blair would 


have no domestic problem 
explaining a deal that averted 
air strikes. Ml Clinton is sure 
to have critics who will argue 
that he has “allowed Saddam to 
get away with it” once again. 

That problem could be com- 
pounded if tbe arrangement 
worked our by Ml Annan con- 
tained any commitment to 
review UN- economic sane-, 
tions against Iraq at some later 
date in the light of progress in 
the weapons inspections. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright appeared 
to refer to that possibility on 
Sunday by saying; “It is posa- 
ble that he will come with 
something _we jdon’Lpte’ m 
which case we will pursue our 
national interest” 

G inton administration offi- 


cials have been saying for days 
that Washington oould reject 
any deal that they deemed 
inconsistent with UN. resolu- 
tions or with U.S. national 
security interests. 

But despite those tough 
words, it is hard to imagine the 
United States bombing Iraq 
after Mr. Annan has pro- 
claimed he has a fair deal 
which other Security Council 
members would be likely to 
support. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook broke ranks with 
Washington on Sunday by say- 
ing that sanctions could be dis- 
mantled soon if President 
Hussein implemented a satis- 
factory accord with the United’ 
Nations. 

Tf he really is willing this 


time to cooperate, that could be 
done in the fairly near future. - ' 
Ml Cook told BBC Radio. 

That runs counter to Ms. 
Albright's insistence last year 
that sanctions would stay in 
place for as long as it took to 
get rid of President Hussein. 

It also raises the question of 
how the Western powers will 
respond if UN. weapons 
inspectors, who have teen 
chafing at foe gates ofPresfcfenr 
Hussein’s palaces and presi- 
dential compounds for months, 
fail to find the tell-tale evidence 
they think is hidden there once 
they are let in. 

‘The French are bound to say 
sanctions should then be lifted. 
Tfie Americans are-sure to say 
the Iraqis have used all that 
time durina which foev were 


stalling to shift things to other 
places,” a European diplomat 
said. 

UN. spokesmen have said 
any agreement readied by Mr. 
Annan would have to be in 
writing, signed by Iraq and 
accepted by the Security 
Council 

Ml Cook said it would be 
enshrined in a new Security 
Council resolution, and diplo- 
mas say die Americans are 
insisting that should contain a 
“soapteck clause” allowing for 
immediate military action 
without further diplomacy if 
tbe accord were violated. 

Even if foe other Security 
Council members signed up to 
such a clause, which is far from 
certain, the United Stales and 
Britain might have to keep their 


big air-naval force in the Gulf 
for months at great expense 
with no clear “exit strategy.” 

Analysts say President 
Hussein could bide his time 
and pick some other option to 
reassert himself, as he did by 
sending troops into northern 
Iraq in 1996. 

There’s absolutely nothing 
to stop this breaking out again 
in a few months' time,” said 
Harold Walker, the last British 

ambassador to Iraq in 1990-91. 

“In international affairs, the 
norm is that things are messy. 
Diplomatic solutions are rarely 
dear and military action would 
be a very poor second best to 
keeping UNSCOM inspectors 
on foe ground.” he said. 


Connery not re- 
considered worthy ^ 
of knighthood 

LONDON (AFP) — Des^e . , 
being one of the Most' so& V 
cessfol members . of -■■Hek" 
Majesty's Secret Service^': 
actor Sean Connery is dm, _• 
considered worthy. . ofes:. ; 
knighthood because of hb 
political activities, the Mail 6a ; 
Sunday reported. Connoy < 
67, is an active supporter ST: 
foe Scottish Nationalist Party 
which advocates indepen-- 
dence for Scotland. When his 
name was pit forward fora 
knighthood in tbe 1998 New - 
Year's Honours, it was report- 
edly blackballed by tbe :• 
Labour government's" 
Scottish Secretary Donald 
Dewar and one of his jrnrior 
minis ters. Scottish-bom 
Connery told the paper he 
was “deeply disappointed but 
strangely not angry or greatly 
surprised. I have never hiddai ' 
my political l eanings in terns 1 
of Scotland from way back.” 

British Queen 
Elizabeth to recruit 
media spin doctor 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain's Queen Elizabeth is . 
to recruit a media spin doctor 
in a bid to improve the image 
of the royal family, a press ■ 
report said. The decision to 
[tire a royal director of com- 
munications comes in the 
wake of alarming findings by 
pollsters commissioned by 
Buckingham Palace. The ' 
Sunday Times reported The- 
surveys found the royal fami- j£ 
ly to be remote, out of touch. * 
wasteful, lacking in under- 
standing. poor value ' for 
money and badly advised, foe . '■ 
paper said. I 

Five-year-old girl 
arrested, charged t . . 
in Florida _ ^ 

PENSACOLA (R) — ATgf - 
year-old Florida girl 
placed under arrest on feleny : \ - 
charges this month .'Jar 
allegedly biting and sensefr- 
ing a teacher, education offi- 
cials said Barbara Rye, a- 
spokeswoman for foe. 
Escambia County School j 
District, said foe girt j 
Chaquita Do man, went into a 
rage before attacking a 
kindergarten support teacher 
who tried to calm her. The girl 
faces a felony charge of bat- j 
teiy of an elected official or 
educator. She was released 
into the care of her parents, 
who told reporters foe charges 
were ludicrous. 

i 

Stuttgart encouraging j 

people to grab mops j 

and brooms 

STUTTGART (AFP) — 
Stuttgart is encouraging peo- 
ple to grab their mops and ' 
brooms next month in a bid to 
set a record for the world's 
biggest spring cleaning. _An 
association called “Stuttgart, 
Clean and Safe” has launched 
the March 25-28 campaign in 
which participants armed 
with cleaning equipment will 
try to smarten up every city 
street and comar. The cleanup 
campaign backed by the city 
hall is aimed at earning 
Stuttgart a world record fix 
the cleanest city and as an 
awareness drive, said Brigitte 
Haussmann-Rudolf, who 
heads the association. 

Spanish youths 
sentenced to read j 
books for scooter 
violations 

MADRID ( AFP) — Youths 
caught driving scooters reck- j 
lessly in a town in southern I 
Spain can pay a traditional fine ! 
or undergo a novel form of i 
punishment — promising ® 
read a book. That’s bow 
authorities in Benalmaderiaare 
Hying to keep their roads safe 
and their teens cultured, the 
newspaper El Mundo saw-' 
Those stepped far speeding or 
otherwise driving recklessly 
can pay a fine orpledge to read 
a bewk supplied by the library'- j 
They have 30 days to do it- ’ 
After that the convict , is sup- 
posed to go back to h’braiya^ - 
answer a questiomiair^ - 
designed to show If he or d* j 
has in fact digested the tome, . 


